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Additional Case Information:

Opening count week 22 - 115413 - opening count - 1121 mortality

Post transfer mortality

No net lifting or crowding procedures took place around the time of escape. Site manager had been contacted on Friday the 

14th of June by local DSFB, who had been conducting net sampling at the river mouth. They caught 5 medium size rainbow 

trout and were concerned about a possible escape. This facilitated site manager to go and check all of the nets for signs of 

containment breach. A 0.3 x 0.5m hole was discovered a few meters bellow the water line in one of the pens. Due to strong 

tides the net could not be lifted until Saturday morning in order to repair the damage. Divers had inspected the net on 

Wednesday before the report of escape. So damage must have occurred between Wednesday afternoon and Friday 

afternoon. 

Mooring grid and bridles have recently been upgraded to higher spec'd equipment. Moving from rope bridles to chain ones. It is 

beloved that during the strong tides at summer solstice that the slack in the net caught and snagged on one of the links in the 

chain bridle. The chain would have been slack due to the tidal pressure on the opposite side of the pen, the net also affected 

by the tide would have been pushed into contact with the chain resulting in the snag and tear. The site manager pointed out 

that the damage was consistent with a tear from extreme force rather than a tear from abrasion. 

In response to this event, the site has deployed a high density plastic wrap around all of the chain bridles so that they are now 

smooth and impossible for the net to snag on the links of the chain. The site manager showed inspectors the material used 

during the inspection as well as displaying the upgraded chain bridles out on site. This adaptation will be taking place not just 

on etive 2 but on all sites in the loch managed by dawn fresh to prevent this type of breach of containment from occurring 

again. 

Site manager spoke to local DSFB regarding the possibility of a recapture effort with nets. The local DSFB advised them not to 

attempt recapture with nets at they believed that it would be a pointless exercise, due to the size of the loch and the shape and 

features of the river mouth. 

A wellboat was called in on the morning of 25/06/19 in order to move the fish from this pen down to Etive 6 from Etive 2. The 

fish were counted during this movement. It was found that 33 072 fish were missing from the original count of 58464. Over half 

of the fish from this pen were lost during the breach of containment. It was noted during the inspection that the stocking density 

of fish within the pens was quite high. the site manager remarked that the pens at etive 2 are right at the high end of there 

stocking limit as they are due to be thinned out into more pens. 

Paperwork and inspection carried out by , supervised by 
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INSPECTOR  CASE NO 20190313 
 
  
The site was inspected following notification of an escape of 33,072 rainbow trout on 14/06/19 

(MSe140619RTR1) 
 
An enhanced containment inspection was conducted and a report will be issued separately. 
 
All epidemiological units were inspected.  
 
On this occasion no samples were taken for disease analysis. The Inspector did not observe any 
clinical signs associated with the listed diseases as described in the Aquatic Animal Health 
(Scotland) Regulations 2009.  
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this 
site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also inspected to 
ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production Business (APB) are 
being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and 
appeared to be adequately maintained.  
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained.  
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as high. An inspection under the 
Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted annually. The category of 
the site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required. 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information or have any 
queries regarding this report.  
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ENHANCED CONTAINMENT INSPECTION 
 

An enhanced inspection to ascertain the risk of escape from the fish farm was conducted in 
accordance with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007.  
 
The visit consisted of an inspection of facilities, records and the provision of advice. 
 
a) Inspection of i) escape incidents and ii) contingency procedures 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required.  
 
b)i) Inspection of records relating to equipment, facilities and the site 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required.  
 
b)ii) Inspection of records relating to training 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required.  
 
b)iii) Inspection of records relating to procedures and risk assessments 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required.  
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