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What I’ll cover…

• A (brief!) overview of the Scottish House 
Condition Survey (SHCS)

• How to access the data
– Local Authority tables
– Open Data Platform
– Special datasets

Please interrupt me if you have questions!



Scottish House Condition Survey

• Approximately 1/3 of 
SHS dwellings are 
surveyed

• Detailed dwelling 
characteristics collected

• Paired to the SHS social 
interview
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Energy Perceptions
“During the winter months do you generally find that 

your heating keeps you warm enough at home, or 
not?”

Those answering “only sometimes” or “never”:

Scottish House Condition Survey, 2016



Accessing SHCS data

Currently four ways to access SHCS data

1. Local Authority tables
2. Open Data Platform: statistics.gov.scot
3. Data requests

I. Aggregate data
II. Microdata

4. Key Findings report



Local Authority Tables

• Secondary analysis that lags the main report 
(normally published the following February)

• Provides local authority breakdowns for a 
range of indicators, including fuel poverty, 
energy efficiency and housing quality 

• http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/SHCS/k
eyanalyses



Local Authority Tables

Rates of Disrepair by Category,  2012-2016

No Disrepair Some Disrepair
2016 32% 68% 48% 28% 6%
2015 27% 73% 52% 33% 8%
2014 27% 73% 53% 32% 7%
2013 22% 78% 57% 36% 7%
2012 19% 81% 61% 39% 9%

Year
Any (Basic) Disrepair Disrepair to 

Critical 
Elements

Urgent 
Disrepair

Extensive 
Disrepair

Critical disrepair:  Building elements central to weather-tightness, structural stability 
and preventing deterioration of the property. There is some overlap in the building 
elements assessed under this category and those assessed for urgent disrepair. Not 
all disrepair to critical elements is necessarily considered urgent by the surveyor. 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/SHCS/keyanalyses



Accessing SHCS data

Currently four ways to access SHCS data

1. Local Authority tables
2. Open Data Platform: statistics.gov.scot
3. Key Findings report
4. Data requests

I. Aggregate data
II. Microdata



Open Data Platform: statistics.gov.scot

• Over 200 datasets in 
accessible formats

• Technical features to 
appeal to app developers 
through API access

• Data visualisation: maps 
and time‐series

• Build bespoke, perma‐
linked, datasets

• Every dataset, data point 
and view of data has a 
URL



Data requests

shs@gov.scot or shcs@gov.scot

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/16002/SpecialDatasets



Summary

• Local authority Excel tables on our website contain a 
rich selection of data, with statistical significance tool

• statistics.gov.scot will eventually reflect the Excel 
files, with annual data too! Ideal for referencing and 
sharing data.

• The team can provide particular data tables ‐ explore 
the physical survey form

• Pro forma must be submitted for microdata release; 
no guarantee of success



Thanks for listening!

Any questions?

shcs@gov.scot


