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Outline

1. Background

2. East Coast Marine Mammal Acoustic Studies (ECOMMAS)
• Cetacean presence (e.g. diurnal, seasonal, inter-annual variation)

• Noise monitoring (e.g. Marine Strategy Framework Directive)

3. Acoustic monitoring projects
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Background

Timelines

• 2012-13: five companies submitted applications for offshore wind 
farms

• 2013: ECOMMAS started

• 2014: Consent for offshore wind farms granted

• 2017-19: Construction at the BOWL site

Concerns and Legislation

• Potential impacts to areas within the range of bottlenose dolphins 
and harbour porpoise

 Pile driving (impulsive noise)

 Disturbance

 Physiological injury

• Legislation protects all cetaceans from killing, injury and 
disturbance

 European Protected Species

 Special Areas of Conservation



ECOMMAS
• 3-4 months of data collection (July 

- October) in 2013 and 2014

• 8 months of data collection (April -
November) in 2015 - 2018

• Winter data collection at two sites
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Acoustic Monitoring Projects

• Joint Monitoring Programme for Ambient Noise 
North Sea (JOMOPANS) project 

• Collaborative Oceanography and Monitoring for 
Protected Areas and Species (COMPASS) project 

• Marine Protected Area Management and 
Monitoring (MarPAMM) project

• Joint Framework for Ocean Noise in the Atlantic 
Seas (JONAS) project



The future of ECOMMAS

• Regularly review ECOMMAS
– Outputs and deliverables

• How to progress, and improve on ECOMMAS
– Align with ScotMER

• Q&A sessions give you the opportunity to feed in 
to this process
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and Cefas


