
Scottish Marine Energy Research (ScotMER)
A coordinated approach to marine renewable energy research 
in Scotland



Why do we need a research programme?

• Gaps in knowledge when consenting offshore renewables

• Policy commitments:
• National Marine Plan

• Precautionary Principle

• Programme for Government 2018-2019

• Beneficial:
• Filling evidence gaps to improve best available science

• Supporting sustainable development of offshore renewables that contributes 
to out low carbon future

• Protecting Scotland’s unique marine environment



ScotMER Programme

• To deliver coordinated and collaborative research to facilitate 
the sustainable development of the offshore renewables 
sector in Scotland.

• Two parts to ScotMER:

Identify and 
prioritise 

knowledge gaps

Research to 
address 

knowledge gaps



Coordinated and collaborative approach

ScotMER Coordination Group

Provide strategic direction and leadership 
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7 Evidence Maps

Framework of prioritised knowledge gaps
Available online 

Research Projects

Built on evidence map priorities
Involves collaborations across UK, EU, Global

Reviewed annually Ongoing

Marine Scotland, SNH, Crown Estate Scotland, BEIS, 
MASTS, Scottish Renewables, JNCC

inc. SNCBs, eNGOs, 
industry, academics, 
experts, other 
stakeholders 





Current areas of research activity

• Seabird displacement and collision risk, e.g.:
• Bird sensitivity mapping tool
• Adapting new type of tag to birds to measure energetics
• Strategic environmental assessment in Forth and Tay area – cumulative 

impact assessment framework (EU Funded – SEANSE)

• Bird and cetacean monitoring in Scottish waters
• Funded by European Maritime and Fisheries Fund

• Fish and fisheries:
• Fish and Fisheries studentship programme – call open imminent 
• Establishing migration pathways of Salmon smolts



Current areas of research activity

• Marine mammal disturbance:
• Reviewing noise modelling approaches to guide assessments

• Improving modelling population consequences of disturbance (iPCoD model)

• Fine scale marine mammal behaviour around tidal energy devices

• ECOMMAS - East Coast Marine Mammal Acoustic Study

• Socio-economic
• How best to define the ‘local area’ for impact assessments

• Benthic
• Characterising the status of Sabellaria spinulosa reef off the Scottish East 

Coast 



Current areas of research activity

• North Seas Spatial Planning
• Cumulative Environmental Assessment Framework (CEAF)

• Strategic Environmental Assessment North Seas Energy (SEANSE)

• Partners on various EU funded monitoring and management projects
• E.g. JOMOPANS, MARPAMM, JONAS, COMPASS

• Offshore Renewables Joint Industry Programme
• UK-wide collaborative programme of environmental research to reduce 

consenting risk

• ORJIP Offshore Wind

• ORJIP Ocean Energy (wave and tidal)



Coming up
• ScotMER Research Symposiums:

• Marine Mammals: 6-7 March 2019
• Fish and Fisheries: later in 2019

• Hosting EU CEAF/SEANSE workshops 
• 11 – 14 March

• ORJIP Offshore Wind Stage 2
• Due to launch soon

• Fish and Fisheries studentships
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