SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE SCIENCE AND INNOVATION STRATEGY: CONSULTATION PAPER
Principal Message from ECRR (Edinburgh Consortium for Rural Research):

ECRR strongly supports the Executive’s emphasis on connectivity and connectedness in this Consultation Paper.

For 15 years, the ECRR has existed as a connecting, coordinating body for several universities and science research institutes in Scotland, and ECRR strongly supports the Executive’s emphasis on connectivity and connectedness in this Consultation Paper. Our thesis is that our own connections, at a modest level among 25 university departments and public sector research institutes, has worked for us, and will bring great benefits when scaled up to a Scottish-wide dimension. Our creation of an internal connectivity has brought with it a very larger external connectedness through the sharing of individual members’ networks; to become a network of networks. We have recognised the importance of bringing the social sciences into our natural science endeavours by recruiting members of the Humanities College of Edinburgh University into ECRR, and will continue to pursue and expand these connections further.

Most Relevant Themes

Individual member organisations comprising ECRR will have activities relevant to most elements of all seven of the themes, and they will be responding separately to the consultation paper. Those themes which have been most relevant to ECRR connectivity to-date are:

Theme 1: In the promotion of connectedness and reaping the benefits of it, including the strong social dimension; in continuing to strengthen these linkages (eg expanding ECRR membership and developing an existing link with the Aberdeen Research Consortium (ARC), further).

Theme 3: In the sharing of science and innovation knowledge among ECRR participants, particularly at monthly meetings.

Theme 5: Promoting the development of science education to all levels; most recently through a seminar to share experience and practice across the education and outreach departments of ECRR member organisations with emphasis on schools (a SE speaker provided the Government perspective and linkage). Another recent example has been a seminar on future career opportunities for graduate students training with ECRR members.

Theme 6: In engaging with the public (and business) through open ECRR-sponsored lectures and conferences (eg on Foot-and-Mouth, Earth Observation and Renewable Energy - its social and environmental issues (some sponsored by ERAD)).

Theme 7: In the interaction with Government, through liaison with the SSAC including hosting a number of Advisory Committee meetings, and contributing directly to one of them. For 2007, the SE Chief Scientific Advisor has accepted our invitation to address ECRR members and the public at our next Annual Lecture, which will take place at the Royal Society of Edinburgh.

About ECRR

ECRR is a consortium, mainly of Life, Earth and Social Science organisations active in basic stategic and applied research relating to land, freshwater, coastal and marine resources, and their use for the benefit of our citizens. Its 25 members are drawn from 4 universities and several research institutes with a common interest in scientific matters related to the rural environment, whether of national or international dimension. Is 
stated aims are:
· To promote enterprise, stimulate conjoint research activities and applications among the ECRR members, in a strategy consistent with emerging policies for science in Scotland, including connectivity with policy makers, funders, and users of science.  This would take account of their wider networks, and national and international partners.

· To foster public engagement on scientific issues and their social relevance.
· To promote the development of science education at all levels.

In essence this means that ECRR is an enabling, or catalytic networking organisation that acts to facilitate constructive interaction in education and research amongst its member organisations.

The main current activities of ECRR members are:
· Lunchtime networking meetings and seminar style presentations to enhance awareness.
· Focal discussions (often in association with lunchtime meetings) with opinion formers, policy makers and people with significant responsibilities relevant to the interests of ECRR.

· Evening receptions for networking, postgraduate student interactions and engagement with opinion formers.

· Awareness raising presentations for politicians.

· Scientific fora on topics of scientific and public relevance.

· Presentation of ECRR views in the form of responses to public, or targeted, 
consultations.

· Rapid response workshops to deal with issues that arise with a relatively short term time horizon (eg new/forthcoming legislation; unexpected business opportunities; new academic opportunities).

· Training/awareness in matters of general interest across ECRR members.

· Targeted research developments (perhaps facilitated through workshops).

· A regular series of integrated research seminars on "hop topics" that span the 
membership.

· Facilitating public engagement with science
· Acting as a first point-of-reference for journalists.

· Providing careers information.


· Specific, sponsored research.
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