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22nd December 2006
Dear Ms Gibson,



Science and Innovation Strategy for Scotland: Consultation Paper
Thank you for inviting comments on the above.  

My impressions of the document are very positive: I am particularly pleased to see it beginning with the ambition of developing Scotland's current strengths to become recognised internationally as a "science nation" with "public understanding and appreciation of science as an important cultural goal".  Adoption and implementation of a Science and Innovation Strategy for Scotland will represent a considerable step towards achieving these, and consequent, objectives.  
My only serious concern is that the Consultation Paper reads as a "Scottish university science" document rather than a "Scottish science" document.  The people who will be involved in drafting the Science and Innovation Strategy for Scotland will not need reminding of the scientific capabilities that exist in Scotland outwith the university sector, nor will they need reminding how these capabilities augment the capabilities that exist within the university sector.  Whilst appreciating the dovetailing comments with SEERAD and SEHD strategy documents on P2, I believe that Scotland, and Scottish science, would be better served by a strategy that explicitly aimed to develop and integrate science and innovation from the entire Scottish science base.  

Yours sincerely,


David Elston


Director

Statistics & Mathematics improving Agriculture, the Environment, Food and Health
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