[image: image1.jpg]5
the BA

british association for the
advancement of science




Science and Innovation Strategy for Scotland 
Response to the consultation from the BA (British Association fro the Advancement of Science)
The BA (British Association for the Advancement of Science) welcomes the opportunity to respond to the consultation paper on the Science and Innovation Strategy for Scotland.  The themes which principally correspond to our area of expertise are Theme 5 and Theme 6, although we very much welcome in Theme 7 the development of the role of the Chief Scientific Officer for Scotland having had a beneficial relationship with the UK Government’s Chief Scientific Officer over many years.   Themes 5 and 6 are addressed in turn.

Theme 5 – Modernising science education and promoting science careers
The BA welcomes the long term aspirations for the strategy, especially the cycle of review for the school science curriculum in order to keep it updated, refreshed and relevant.  We feel that this is particularly necessary for the science curriculum as young people will be more enthused and engaged if the science they meet in the classroom has connection with the science they encounter through outside sources and if school science helps them to engage with debate about science based issues beyond the classroom.  It is important to embed the review within the expectations of the classroom practitioners so that “initiative fatigue” does not result.
On the sixth point contained within the long term aspirations – concerned with inspiring young people to consider the achievements of science, the place of science in society and the possibility of a science career – the recent evaluation of the BA CREST award scheme confirms the BA’s assertion that the pursuit of individual interest (in the case of CREST this involves having choice in the selection of a project for investigation) is vital for promoting this positive engagement in science.  This reinforces the creative aspect of scientific investigation as does meaningful practical activity.  An additional feature of the CREST awards that promotes these aspects is the connection with a mentor –  someone working in science in an industrial or research capacity.  Connection with an individual currently pursuing a career in science, probably closer in age to the student than a teacher or parent, is very valuable in promoting positive attitudes to science careers, from our experience.
The BA will be very happy to continue this conversation with Scottish Executive beyond this response and will share the full report on the evaluation of CREST when it is published early in 2007.

Theme 6 – Increasing public engagement with science
The BA is pleased to have worked with Scottish Executive in this area in several ways in the recent past.  These include:
· Organising a Science Communication Conference in Edinburgh in 2006

· Holding a Scottish launch of the UK’s National Science Week every year

· Running a series of debates on scientific issues of local interest in remote / rural locations in Scotland in 2006 and 2007.

· Developing the BA’s network of volunteer branches in Scotland so that they are better able to deliver successful programmes of events

In this way contributions to many of the long term aspirations in the theme are achieved – including the link between Scottish science and society activity and that of the wider UK.  In terms of connection with UK activity it is interesting to note that recently, via connection with UK National Science Week which the BA co-ordinates, a team from Aberdeen took part in the first Europe-wide science festival.  Called “WONDERS”, this EU funded project exchanged activity between science festivals and science weeks across Europe throughout 2006.  The Aberdeen team visited Strasbourg as part of the French “Fete de la Science” and also took part in the final event in Helsinki in December 2006.  
In the slightly more distant past, in 2001, the BA’s Festival of Science visited Glasgow, bringing UK wide media coverage for science.  As the Festival moves from city to city throughout the UK each year, it is likely that it will return to Scotland in the not too distant future bringing further connection with science and society activity beyond Scotland and providing a UK wide platform for Scottish science. 
The BA has strong links with the Scottish science centres and welcomes the action points relating to these.  In particular, the science centres are natural venues for BA activity – location of regional staff, branch events, conferences etc - and we would welcome consistent favourable terms for these.
