Science and Innovation Strategy for Scotland: Consultation Paper.

Amicus – West of Scotland Education Branch, representing local authority technicians, is pleased to respond to the Science and Innovation Strategy for Scotland: Consultation Paper.

Theme 5 – Long-term aspirations.

It is important that highly qualified and trained technical support staff supports the teaching of high quality science education. At the present time there is no national agreement for CPD for these staff. The provision is totally dependant on individual local authorities.

The development of a relevant science curriculum, which is adaptable for all students both primary and secondary in line with a Curriculum for Excellence.

Theme 8 – Developments and Investments.

A nationally funded programme for recruitment and retention of staff. The age profile of technicians needs to be addressed. 80% of current staff will retire in the next 10 years.

CPD to include teaching and technical support staff where appropriate.

More involvement by technical support staff in the design and delivery of new course material.

A number of Local Authorities e.g. Moray, Aberdeenshire, Borders and Aberdeen are using the single status job evaluation exercise to downgrade and reduce the numbers of technical support staff. This could be addressed by the introduction of a National agreement for Scotland, similar to the McCrone agreement for teachers, to include conditions of service and salary.

 Ongoing CPD for technical support staff must be introduced and expanded. The present pilot project should be extended to allow development work to be completed and a nationally recognised qualification to be achieved.

Technical support staff require and deserve professional recognition, a structured career path, transferable skills which can be utilised throughout Scotland and ongoing CPD.

Local Authorities to adopt best practice of having some form of central service which would provide technical support to schools and in – service training for technical support staff.
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