
I am responsible for Science, Technical and Audio Visual Technicians working in East Dunbartonshire Council secondary schools. I read the above document with interest and would like to comment in particular on Theme 5: Modernising Science Education and Promoting Science Careers. Item 4 comments on 'raising the number of pupils, graduates and teachers with science skills and to improve teaching, attainment and access to science subjects in schools.' In my opinion this can only be done successfully where you have a skilled and experienced Technician Service to support and assist the science teaching and technicians often have a pivotal role in the positive experience pupils have in the science department. Practical work in science would be very difficult if not impossible if there was not a technician service to carry out the preparation of equipment and chemicals for class use. As a result technicians need to be recognised as providing a valuable, professional service in schools and the Technician Service recognised as a worthwhile career for young people wishing to pursue a career in science. It is interesting that technicians have not been mentioned in the document and perhaps reflects the 'back room' status they often have in Education. Although I work in the secondary education sector it is worth noting that technicians working in any field of science whether it be in secondary schools, universities, the NHS or industry need to be recognised as having a positive role to play in any science strategy and I would ask that you consider including them in the final document.

Thank you for your attention.
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