Nobody should expect a Gaelic Bill to be a panacea. However, this as it stands is a pointless gesture: the Bill is toothless. Perhaps it would be better, rather than obliging everyone to ‘consider’ (and then discard) the use of Gaelic, to ensure worthwhile provision in areas where there is a significant Gaelic presence/heritage. This might include a right to Gaelic-medium education, to conduct public business in Gaelic etc. I would also want to see the legislation ensure greater visibility for Gaelic, e.g. on road signs and official buildings. What we don’t need is more politically-correct or tourist-orientated tokenism – better to abandon the thing altogether than waste money on paper exercises.
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