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1. Concern was expressed that the Bill does not clearly state that Gaelic is an official language of Scotland.  The meeting felt that the preamble to the Bill should be strengthened to afford equal validity, as in the 1993 Welsh Act, between English and Gaelic.

2. The meeting requested that the Bòrd’s functions should be increased from “promoting, and facilitating the promotion of, the use and understanding of the Gaelic language” to including a statement on the promoting of Gaelic literacy.

3. There was a recommendation that Bòrd functions should also include promoting the quality of the language and its use in a broad range of language domains, especially its use as a language of the home.

4. There was a recommendation that the Bòrd should have to prioritise supporting communities where Gaelic is the community-language in order to maintain a thriving and authentic language community.

5. The meeting felt that the Bòrd needed more powers of enforcement.

6. There was general unease over timescales for creation of public bodies’ language plans and lack of timescale for Ministers to respond to the Bòrd over any issues they have raised.  There was a recommendation that there should be a tightening of timescales within the Bill.

7. The meeting were strongly of the opinion that the Bòrd should have the power to direct public bodies to create language plans and should be able to prioritise the development of certain public bodies’ plans, according to perceived -impact.

8. There was a general concern expressed over the onus that will be placed on the Bòrd in terms of advising on the creation of public bodies language plans.  The meeting wanted the Bill to reflect that the Bòrd will be adequately staffed and resourced to carry out this duty competently.

9. The meeting agreed that the Bòrd should have a consultative role in regard to Gaelic education.

10. It was commented on at the meeting that the Bill had not created any further ‘right’ to use Gaelic; there was a request that it should do this.

11. The Chair summarised that there was an overwhelming feeling at the meeting that the Bill should permit both the Bòrd and Scottish Executive more powers for enforcing the Act.

