GAELIC BILL

CONSULTATION MEETINGS

CONMANN NAM PARANT, INVERNESS 

CENTRAL SCHOOL, INVERNESS.

9 DECEMBER 2003

An Làthair / Present
      - 
10

Cathraiche / Chair          - 
Iain Hector Ross (Chair - Comann nam Parant Inverness.)

Eòlaiche / Expert
      -     Allan Campbell

Am Bòrd / The Board     - 
Allan Campbell


Clàradh / Secretary         -  
Allan Campbell


1. While the establishment of Bòrd na Gàidhlig and its functions are welcomed, the Gaelic language Act must recognise that Gaelic is ultimately the responsibility of the Scottish Parliament. Successive Ministers must take responsibility for ensuring that Bòrd na Gàidhlig implements the policy for the revitalisation and development of Gaelic, and that adequate resources are allocated to the process to enable Bòrd na Gàidhlig to deliver its function for Gaelic on behalf of the Scottish Executive.

2. The Gaelic Language Act must make a tangible difference to the status of Gaelic, if it is to have any meaning at all. It must mean that it will never again be politically correct to “slag off” Gaelic in the media or anywhere else! The impact of the symbolic description of the status of Gaelic in the preamble to the bill should not be underestimated or under exploited.

3. The Gaelic Language Act must empower parents. There must be a right to Gaelic Medium Education and education providers must publicise that right in order to inform parents. Gaelic must also be available as a subject in English medium schools as for example French and German are currently made available.

4. The Gaelic Language Act should deliver a threshold of minimum acceptable provisions for Gaelic within the public sector – as the Disability Act will require minimum provision in respect of the disabled.

5. Public sector bodies must be required to introduce Gaelic Language Plans – it must not be an option, and these plans must be proactive. Bòrd na Gàidhlig must be empowered to determine the timetable for the introduction of these public sector plans, as the Welsh Language Board does in Wales. 

6. Meaningful status for Gaelic in Scotland has to mean that Gaelic speakers should be entitled to be heard in court in their own language. The Gaelic Language Act should enable this to happen.

7. The Gaelic Language Act should recognise the importance of Gaelic broadcasting to the development of the language and all aspects of its education and culture. Broadcasting is also a vital linking mechanism in the “virtual community” in which many Gaelic speakers exist on a day-to-day basis. The Gaelic Language Act must recognise this and reinforce the case for adequate and developing provision as required under the European Charter for Lesser Used Languages. The Gaelic community is already seriously trailing Welsh and Gaeilge broadcasting provision.

