GAELIC BILL

CONSULTATION MEETINGS

JURY’S POND HOTEL, GLASGOW  

04 DECEMBER 2003
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-


Clàradh / Secretary

-
Michelle MacLeod

1. The Bill was welcomed, but there were concerns that it had three inadequacies: power, equality and rights.  The Bòrd should have the power, and at the same time Ministers should be obliged to listen to the Bòrd.  Gaelic should have equality, because Gaelic has special status in the country.  Also, the rights of parents and children should have recognition in the Bill, which means that education should be included in the Bill.
2. The fact that education has no place in the Bill is a major inadequacy, and it should be included.
3. There was concern that the list of public bodies did not include all relevant organisations, e.g. there was no reference to Caledonian MacBrayne and Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd.


4. There was concern that the Bill did not highlight that the Bòrd will need support and financial assistance from the Executive for the implementation of the National Plan.

5. People should be given the opportunity to use Gaelic in the courts and that should be highlighted in the Bill.

6. It was felt that there was a weakness in the Bill as the Executive gave no authority to the Bòrd, despite the responsibilities it places on the Bòrd.  The Bill must ensure that the Bòrd receives funding and support from the Executive.

7. There was a recommendation that the Bòrd should be representative in its make-up and that it should represent the differing Gaelic communities.

