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1. Concern was expressed that the Bill might not go through Parliament

2. A comment was made about animal passports in Welsh and that these were a good example of what could be made available through strong legislation requiring public bodies to prepare language plans.

3. There was a request that education and the legal system be incorporated within the Bill.  Given that there is general acceptance that this is ‘make or break’ time for Gaelic, Gaelic needs to be established as a national language and for that to happen, Gaelic needs to be entrenched in the education and legal systems.

4. The Bill needs to be able to facilitate pathways to fluency in Gaelic and to do this education needs to be included in the Bill.  There was agreement that education is very important and needs to be kept to the fore of the Gaelic Bill.

5. There was a recommendation that the Board should have legislative power to ensure that the Education Authorities are ensuring that Gaelic learning is happening.  The group commented also on the current ‘patchy’ provision of Gaelic education and that therefore a national strategy for Gaelic education is required.

6. There was a comment that the statement regarding the promotion of Gaelic culture under the general functions of the Bòrd is extraneous.  Culture is not mentioned again in the main context of the Bill.  

7. There was a comment that the Bòrd does not have the functions to promote and raise the profile of Gaelic and educate people about Gaelic.  People need to know about Gaelic and the Bòrd need to raise the profile of the language.

8. The Bòrd should have power to comment on Gaelic broadcasting.  Broadcasting is one of the most powerful promotion tools for Gaelic.

