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1 The findings of the census is a good measure of success.

2 The bill should facilitate increased usage of Gaelic.

3 We should try to aim for increased uses of Gaelic in private sector e.g. receptionists, lawyers, cleaners accountants.

4 Every child has to learn Welsh in school.

5 Welsh language act does not require a plan until it gets a letter from the Gaelic language board.

6 Language survival is based on interest and effort by the individual not enforced use.  Private sector is how language should be developed.

7 Direct consultations with bodies and identification of a way forward – there is no need for language plans.  The main priority  should be to re-establish Gaelic in the Highlands and Islands.

8 It is crucial for Public Agencies to be required to produce Gaelic plans.  The Bòrd should be given powers to demand such plans.

9 People speaking the language is one of the best ways to promote it.

10 Legislation should be designed to promote and encourage the use of Gaelic and not to enforce its use

11 Legislation and plans can support and encourage continued use of the language.  Legislation is designed to support opportunity for use and not necessarily to enforce laws.

12 It is crucial that Gaelic is promoted beyond the Highlands and Islands.  We have to consider that 95% of current speakers reside out with the Highlands and Islands.

13 Principle of bilingualism where possible would be desirable, however, areas that lie beyond the traditional heartland should have a Gaelic policy although not necessarily going as far as bilingual services.

14 Access to Gaelic language services should exist in libraries, schools etc.  Evening  classes are an excellent means of  language aquisition

15 Community approach may be desirable but it has not got us very far therefore the Bill should be seen as another valuable tool in the bid for Gaelic development.

16 Bill has a lot of misnomers “accept or reject”.

17 The Bill may be overly vague but for the Bill to be overly defined could be a disadvantage.

18 Important to broaden the base of the Bill to areas of general use. It is particularly thin on private sector.

19 The Bòrd’s hand in the whole matter requires to be strengthened.

20 No mention of education although there are may other areas of legislation.  Bill requires mechanism whereby Bòrd can engage with education departments.

21 Public bodies through the wording of the Bill should be required to produce plans and take regard of regional variations and needs.

22 BnaG should be given the powers to be part of its determination of whether a Public Body requires/needs a plan or not.

23 Gaelic plan should be a pre-requisite of a Public Body giving a charter mark.

24 Language plans from suppliers would be helpful to focus language awareness within the private sector.

25 Nothing in Bill that mentions Gaelic as a language of the community.

26 Better to have the language in the preamble described as an ancient and indigenous language.

27 Increasing and widening the spheres of use to give the base that allows people the pragmatic use of the language in general situations.

28 Listening, speaking, reading and writing across a range of usage to underpin the cultures’ chance of surviving.  

29 Plan is desirable to give guidance to Public Bodies on what their plans will indicate.

30 Reality that Bòrd is now in place and a national plan will be in place by the end of year 2004.

31 Definition of plan must move forward from where MAGOG finished to create a plan that takes all aspects of Gaelic into consideration.

32 Important to find a way of raising the profile of Gaelic.

33 Meant to ensure that the Bòrd can conduct its business on a day-to-day business.

34 Bòrd require adequate budget to permit it to fund and carry out its duties.

35 What invisible benefit can be brought in by Gaelic plan?  What welfare benefits, numbers of people is a crude but good indicator.  Benefits of Bill should be extended to cover fiscal areas.

36 The Bill requires the potential to encourage people who have the language to use the language in public areas.

37 Danger in looking at people who use the language - this could disregard those who would use it if use were an option.

38 The Bill should require Public bodies to prepare and publish Gaelic plans.  A floor level should be set such as 1% .

39 Small language communities require to be supported in raising literacy and generally to avoid such communities going bush.

40 Children require to be educated whether it is through Gaelic or not.  It requires a shifting around of resources.

41 It is important that Bòrd na Gàidhlig be given the powers to assist Public Bodies to develop Gaelic language plans.

42 It is essential that the Bòrd prepare guidance on language planning.

43 Concern that local authorities are not responding to the level that they ought in terms of the 2000 Act.

44 Use the language whenever you can as it raises the confidence of the communities using Gaelic for a small economic transaction.

45 The Bill requires to address the opportunity of providing access to young people and teenagers with a right to learn Gaelic.

46 The bill should promote Confidence in the Gaelic language and create new Opportunities for all those who have an interest in it.

