GAELIC BILL

CONSULTATION MEETINGS

NEVIS BANK HOTEL, FORT WILLIAM 
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-  
Donald Morrison

1 There was a unanimous “yes” in reply to question 1.   

2 In reply to question 2 it was felt that this section should be backed up with financial support for Bòrd na Gàidhlig and adequate funding for the plans.

3 Community funding should be strongly supported.

4 There is a lack of teachers to promote the language - you need education to be featured in the bill.

5 There should be a statutory duty to fund, promote and develop Gaelic Medium Education.

6 Bòrd na Gàidhlig can develop plans but at every point the Minister can say no.

7 The following areas of service should produce provisional plans:


GME

Career service

Pre-school

Primary school and secondary and tertiary levels

8  
There is a problem in that the Minister can at any point remove the Ministerial digression and replace by regular review.

9 
Local authorities should review plans after each change of LA/Government.

10 Lack of criteria for membership of the Bòrd.  The Bòrd is currently small and should be extended to 10 – 12.

11 Bòrd members should represent the range of interests to be found within the Gaelic language.

12 Gaelic signage is important.  They were obvious by their absence in Oban.

13 The reply to question 8 was that “yes, the Bòrd should be required to prepare guidance on language plans”.  

14 Standards should be set for Gaelic Medium Education.  Training and staffing is a huge issue.  Different regions have different standards and expectations.  Include HMI within schedule 2. 

15 The Bòrd should be able to form sub-committees with the powers of co-option within the range of interests (tourism, education, media, transport, community).

16 Equality of status with English.

17 Interest in culture in addition to language.

18 The Bòrd should have the power to instruct Public Agencies to draw up plans.

19 There should be a static level of compromise built into the plans.

20 Companies should be noted within legislation.

21 When Public Agencies complete a plan they should implement the plan within one year.

22 If public agencies decide not to proceed with a plan they should notify the Bòrd within 6 months.

23 Historic Scotland to be included.

24 A function should be within the act to ensure access to Gaelic education provision universally at pre-school, primary and secondary – in equality.

25 Provision of the bill should be adequately resourced.

26 There should be a formal definite link that outlines its relationship between the Bòrd and broadcasting.

