GAELIC BILL

CONSULTATION MEETINGS

CABARFEIDH HOTEL, STORNOWAY 
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An Làthair / Present

-
32

Cathraiche / Chair   

- 
Donald M Mackay 
Èolaiche / Expert             
-
Donald Martin 
Am Bòrd / Bòrd      

-
Agnes Rennie
Clàradh / Secretary         
-  
Donald  Morrison 

1 Welcomed the Bill though it is too weak and needs to be strengthened.

2 Education needs to be added to the Bill.  The 2000 Education Bill has not worked and education is central to the matter.

3 The ministers will have to listen to us - they have asked the public to give their views.  They have to be reminded of this.

4 The remit of the Board is very wide.  Funding rights must to be confirmed.

5 The Board has a lot of work to do but it has to have the assent of the minister ultimately.  There are a lot of needs and they are all very close to the Executive (sic).

6 Recommended that a great effort be made to see the level of funding of the Bòrd increased according to the opportunities they have been asked to grasp.

7 A move to establish secure status must be made. 

8 The timetable for the Bill extends to 2007.  The decline in the population statistics means that time is of the essence.

9 Too much depends on good-will in this Bill.  The rights have to be laid down in law.

10 It is not clear which minister is responsible for this Bill.  This policy will have to extend to the whole of the Executive.

11 Who is responsible for Gaelic in the home?  This has to be recognised as a responsibility in the Bill.

12 The Parliamentary committee should come out to the islands to see the situation for themselves.

13 It is incredible that non-Gaelic speaking people will send their children to GMU and Gaelic speaking families are fore-going the opportunity.

14 It is good that Bòrd na Gàidhlig has been created but it is a matter of concern that one member of parliament can over-rule the work of the Bòrd.

15 The media should be utilised in awakening the communities.

16 What do those who represent education have to say about this?  Do they have plans?

17 It would be appropriate to have a meeting such as this one once the 2nd Draft of the Bill has been published.

