
As Convenor of Comunn Gaidhlig Astrailia, I speak on behalf of our extensive

membership in Australia. Although we are far from the source of our beloved

language, our members are determined to do their bit to "Keep Gaelic Alive"

Down Under.

We feel most strongly that Gaelic, a priceless linguistic and cultural heritage, must be

given all practical and logistical support to ensure its survival as a living language-

including recognition in statute, and including the provision of financial and technical

support for education, communication and broadcasting.

In particular, we request that

    (1) Gaelic become the responsibility of the Scottish Executive to ensure that the

    impact of any legislation is not whittled away in the future;

    (2) the Scottish Executive provide financial and legislative support for Bord na

    Gaidhlig's work;

    (3) Gaelic Language Plans be required as appropriate rather than from all Public

    Bodies (ie. only from those Public Bodies for which Gaelic is relevant to their 

    remit or their profile);

    (4) Gaelic be made available as a subject in schools (on a par with French,

    German, Latin, etc).

We note that many of those closely involved with Gaelic in Scotland have serious

concerns about the Bill's strength and effectivenes (as evidenced through the

comments on the website) and we strongly urge you to ensure that the Bill does

not just pay lip service to the concept of supporting Gaelic.

Mar neach a dh'ionnsaich a' Ghaidhlig aig gluinn a mhathair, tha mi'n dochas gu

bheil ginealach ag eiridh suas a bhios a' teagasg d'an al an canan bhrioghmhor,

luachmhor seo a rithisd.


