
	1. Is it right that Gaelic be recognised as one of the languages of Scotland in statute?
	The Brigade welcomes positive moves to support the language in a practical manner. The Bill should make it clear that Scottish Gaelic is one of the official languages of Scotland so as to remove doubt as to its' status 

	
	

	2. Should Bòrd na Gàidhlig have the functions provided in Section 1 of the draft Bill?
	Clear and unambiguous direction is required. This can be done by the creation of a set structure and transparent functions. Realistic funding will be required to ensure that the aims are effectively implemented. 

	
	

	3. Should the requirements in Sections 2 and 3 of the draft Bill be placed on Bòrd na Gàidhlig?
	Yes. Having a Bord consisting of experienced members with a vested interest in the development of the Gaelic language in the context of a modern Scotland is important when relevant and competent advice is required allowing public bodies to develop their own Gaelic language plans. 

	
	

	4. Should Bòrd na Gàidhlig be given the powers in Schedule 1, paragraph 11 of the Bill?
	Yes 

	
	

	5. Are there other matters beyond those in Section 5(5) of the draft Bill that public bodies should have regard to in determining whether to prepare a Gaelic language plan?
	Yes, funding such plans. There may be significant funding implications involved with some initiatives and this should not result in a reduction in the core services. The availability of additional funding for public bodies to meet any new demands should therefore be clearly stated. 

	
	

	6. Should public bodies be required to consider whether it is appropriate to prepare and publish a Gaelic language plan describing the services they will offer in Gaelic?
	It is important that stakeholders see what their public services can and will deliver to the community at large. Nevertheless, public bodies are not language development specialists and it should be incumbent on any new Gaelic Language Bord to help public bodies find an educated and productive solution to participation in Gaelic Language Plans while still delivering their core duties to the public through Best Value. 

	
	

	7. Should the Bill provide for Bòrd na Gàidhlig to assist and advise public bodies in the preparation of Gaelic language plans?
	Yes 

	
	

	8. Should the Bill require Bòrd na Gàidhlig to prepare guidance on Gaelic language planning?
	Yes 

	
	

	9. Should Bòrd na Gàidhlig have a role in advising education authorities and the Scottish Executive on plans for Gaelic medium education flowing from the 2000 Act?
	Yes, advice, guidance and support would appear to be welcome 

	
	

	10. Would you like to comment on any other aspects of the draft Gaelic Language Bill?
	No 



