
22nd December 2003 

Dear Sir,

DRAFT GAELIC LANGUAGE (SCOTLAND) BILL

Comman nam Pàrant (Dun Eideann & Lodainn) welcomes legislation that aims to secure a living future for Gaelic as a valued part of Scottish culture and community, and we applaud the efforts of the Executive to bring this about.

However, we are anxious to ensure that the resources invested in this Bill represent the best possible use of public funds to achieve the stated aims of the Executive with respect to Gaelic.

In terms of return on this investment, it seems plain to us – parents who have trusted our own children to Gaelic-medium education – that education of our children is the most efficient and effective way of committing resources if our aim is to see Gaelic around for our children's children and their children.

We are therefore worried that no specific measures are contained in the Bill towards securing and developing this keystone of support for our language.

Education of our young people is essential in ascertaining a future for our language as a living language. Of course, we would not wish a future for our children without strong Gaelic communities in the Highlands and Islands, or without the opportunity to use Gaelic through public activities, the media and the arts, and we recognise the importance of legislative support for all of these. However, without Gaelic-speaking young people whose numbers can only be secured through swift and properly resourced action in support of Gaelic-medium education, there may be few speakers around a generation or so from now to continue these other things.

We believe that it makes financial sense to incorporate robust support for Gaelic-medium education in the Bill: Much of the infrastructure is already in place and funded, and has in our experience been very successful in revitalising Gaelic, both in terms of numbers, and of the perception of Gaelic among ordinary Scots.

The changes to the Bill that we wish to see are simply to protect the existing system legislatively and financially, target limited additional resources where there are real needs (such as the difficulties in rapidly recruiting enough new teachers to such a specialist area), and secure adequate funds for future growth, so that the rise in numbers in our Gaelic-speaking young people can reverse the decline in the overall population.

We also believe that experience has shown the Gaelic sector of education to be a strong one, where parents and teachers are dedicated and passionate, and likely to produce bright members of the society and economy of the next decades.

For an increasing number of ordinary Scots, Gaelic is no longer just an academically interesting minority language—there are more and more opportunities to experience this living language of our country. Our own image of Gaelic is changing, as Celtic arts and culture show themselves in the UK and on the International scene to be some of the most powerful influences on the flavour of our nation. We have a new Parliament, but our national identity is not yet fully formed. It is a vital to many that we hold onto this deep-rooted part of our heritage as a counter to forces moving us towards an efficient, but rather uninteresting Western mono-culturalism.

We believe that investment in the future of Gaelic is investment that will repay itself many times over, and to all the people of Scotland, not just those who consider themselves Gaels. Right now we are at a position where through the wrong choice of action, we could lose forever a unique component of our national heritage. We believe that failure to foresee the needs of Gaelic-medium education of the next few years could well constitute such a mistake.

We wish to see in the Bill the following:

· Incorporation of a secured, robust Gaelic-medium education system within the legislation, to be developed as an essential part of an integrated national plan for Gaelic

· The statutory rights of parents to have access to Gaelic-medium education for their children, where there is a reasonable demand for this, extending to all levels of the education system

· Provision for adequate funding to be made available for Gaelic-medium education to keep pace with the increasing requirement

· Addressing of key problem areas, such as the shortage of teachers resulting from the rapid increase in demand, by allowing for appropriate action, such as financial incentives for teachers in the same way as within other specialist areas of education

We believe that a matter as vital to the future of Gaelic as Gaelic-medium education should not be left to other somewhat unspecific legislation, whose main aim is not in securing a future for Gaelic.

In regard to other matters of the proposed Bill, Comann nam Pàrant believe that the aims as stated in the Consultation document are commendable and genuine, but would wish to see the following included in the legislation:

· Plan-making should be led by Bord na Gaidhlig so that the most effective means can be put in place first in a co-ordinated way. The Bord should have the necessary authority to do this.

· The Bord must have some real power to ensure that its key recommendations are carried out within short time-scales

· Adequate funding must be made available

We must have focussed and properly prioritised activity relating to these plans. One of our greatest concerns is that the Bord must not be tied up discussing the minutiae of plans for each and every public body.

The Bord must have the power to specify key developments nationally, which represent greatest, swiftest returns in promoting and providing Gaelic for the least expenditure, and must have sufficient authority and funds to ensure that these key actions are carried out.

Without significant movement towards including the above provisions, we would remain concerned that the Bill might not represent the optimum use of resources, and in the worst case, might not be good for Gaelic.

We hope you are able to take account of these views before the actual Bill is presented to the Scottish Parliament. The Gaelic community has been waiting for these developments for a very long time and there should no more delay in giving effect to their quite reasonable expectations.

Yours sincerely,

[image: image1.jpg]



Ian MacDonald

Vice-Convenor,

Comman nam Pàrant (Dun Eideann & Lodainn)


