
Farm Register
A holding register must be kept for each permanent holding you keep sheep or goats at.  The register 

must be kept for 3 years and requires the following information:

• the number of sheep/goats on the holding at 1st January each year.
• all on & off movements recorded within 36 hours.
• details of the haulier & vehicle registration used.
• a market lot number if purchased from a market.
• a record of replacement ear tags applied.
• deaths, although not a requirement under ID & trace legislation, is a requirement under Animal 

Health & Welfare legislation. It would be sensible therefore to record animal deaths in this record.

Sheep & Goat Identification and Tracing System

This is a summary of guidance and is not complete. Detailed rules on sheep & goat  ID & Traceability are found in our January 2008 “Dear Keeper” letters.

Replacement Tagging
• Non homebred animals that lose a UK tag must be retagged with the same flock mark & 
individual number (if known) or with a red replacement tag bearing the flock mark of the holding 
they were on when the tag was lost.  Homebred animals can be retagged with another UK Tag. 

Movement Documents
• Each movement between a different holding (CPH*) requires a movement document (unless 

exempt).   * County/Parish/Holding
• Movements must be reported to SAMU within 3 days by the receiving keeper.
• You must retain your copy of the movement document for 3 years. 
• Record the actual location of animals on the document.  Do not use 7000 code numbers 

where a non 7000 number already exists for the holding.

UK Tagging 
• All sheep/goats must have a unique individual numbered identity before they leave a holding.
• You must only use ear tags from approved manufacturers.
• Animals born after 18/01/2008 must be tagged with two identical UK holding of birth tags within 9 months of 

age or before they leave their holding of birth.
• Older animals tagged with a UK or S baseline tag do not need further tagging.
• Older animals never tagged require to be double UK tagged when leaving the holding they are on.

Slaughter Derogation
• Animals born after 18/01/2008 can be single UK tagged with a holding of birth tag if they are intended for 

domestic slaughter within 12 months of age.


