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SCOTTISH FERRIES REVIEW COUNCIL SUB GROUP MEETING 3 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8 APRIL 2009, THISTLE HOUSE, EDINBURGH
PRESENT
Judith Ainsley, Scottish Government, Chair

Brian Wither, Scottish Government

Colin Grieve, Scottish Government

Allan Comrie,SPT

Rab Dickson, NesTrans

Robert Graham, Inverclyde Council

Alf Baird, Tri Edinburgh Napier University

Gordon Wilmsmeier, TRI Edinburgh Napier University

Ken Duerden, Shetland Island Council

Murdo Gray, CNES

Moya Ingram, Argyll & Bute

Apologies
Bob Watson, Scottish Government

Howard Brindley, Orkney Islands Council

David Lodge, North Ayrshire Council

Dave Duthie, HiTrans

Cameron Kemp, Highlands Council

Nicola Debnam, Argyll & Bute Council

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

1. Judith Ainsley thanked everyone for attending the meeting and asked that publicity for data collection exercise to be added as item 6 to the agenda.   
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

2. Apologies for absence were received from David Lodge, North Ayrshire Council; Nicola Debnam, Argyll & Bute (but Moya Ingram attended); Alan Barnes, Inverclyde Council and Bob Watson, Scottish Government.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

3. The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 9 February 2009 were agreed and approved by the group.

ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

Action point 02/01:
Brian Wither to ensure the fortnightly progress reports and project plan are produced.

Brian Wither to issue 1st fortnightly update - ongoing 
Action point 02/02: Bob Watson to liaise with Western Isles and Highland Councils to secure dates for their consultation events.

Western Isles completed, Bob Watson still working with Highland council – ongoing
Action point 02/03: Rab Dickson to consult with groups in the Aberdeen area and thereafter report back to the Ferries Review Team.  
Rab Dickson reported that following his discussion with various parties he concluded that there was not much appetite for a seminar in the Aberdeen area.
Completed

Action point 02/04: The Group should make the Ferries Review Team aware of any other studies which may be of assistance to the Review.
Left open – ongoing – Ken Duerden to send link on information on Shetland Stats to Brian Wither
PROJECT UPDATE

4. Brian wither gave overall update (paper 080409.02) and highlighted the change to the timetable due to the ongoing EC investigation. As a result, the draft strategy will not be in place until the end of the year which will then be subject to public consultation early 2010. 
5. Brian commented that Colin Grieve has now joined the Ferries Team and he will be responsible for the Equality Impact Assessment (EQIA).
6. Brian Wither circulated CMAL papers on information and gave an overview of the information provided.  It was agreed that the papers should also be e-mailed to the group.
Action point 03/01: Brian Wither to email the project plan to group members.
Data Collection
7. Judith Ainsley gave an update on the Data Collection (paper 070409.04). Agreement had been secured to undertake the household data collection exercise, business survey and stated preference exercise. The household survey was due to start on Tuesday 14th April 2009. 
8. Judith Ainsley raised the comments made at Steering Group regarding how Skye and Lewis & Harris should be covered in the household survey exercise. It was agreed that Skye would not be covered in this exercise because of a) the bridge and b) the small area on Skye that is thought to be affected by the (largely tourist used) ferry. However, we will ensure that representatives from Skye are invited to the consultation event in Mallaig. HIE are also carrying out a survey of bus and coach tour operators and we will ensure that those associated with Skye are covered in this survey. It was agreed that Lewis and Harris should be split for the household survey, to ensure that a robust statistical sample from each area is achieved. It was agreed that North Uist and Benbecula did not have to be split in this way due to their size and geographical proximity.
9. The Roseneath Peninsula in Cowal was also raised as an area that may require to be covered in the household survey. It was agreed that it did not need to be covered as an area on its own due its close proximity to other transport links and the different nature of the ferry service provided. However, it may be possible to include it within the survey of the Cowal Peninsula
10. Judith Ainsley asked the group to help with publicity for the data collection exercise in order to make people aware of the exercise and encourage them to participate.
Action point 03/02: Judith Ainsley to ensure that the HIE survey covers bus and coach operators in Skye.

Action point 03/03: Judith Ainsley to contact Mick Wilson/David Notman to discuss coverage of Lewis and Harris and Skye.
Action point 03/04: Judith Ainsley to consider publicity to encourage completion of the web based questionnaire.

Action point 03/05: Group members to provide details for publicising the survey to Brian Wither and ensure that information is publicised on respective council’s web sites.
Action 03/06: Judith Ainsley to discuss with Mick Wilson/David Notman the best way to capture information from the Roseneath Peninsula
Consultation Update

11. Judith Ainsley gave an update on consultation progress (paper 070409.030) and stated that the 1st stage is now complete. Highland (Mallaig & Thurso) has not yet been done although steps are being taken for this to be organised. Judith stated that Bob was collating feedback from the workshops and meetings and would be forwarding the findings on to the Work Package Managers. Judith Ainsley asked for any comments or questions. The general consensus was that the consultation exercise was well received by all and proved to be a success.
AOB
12. Gordon Wilmsmeier suggested that a presentation to the Work Package Managers from a visiting Greek academic on the Greek ferry system might be useful. He also suggested that contact with Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) would be useful.

Action point 03/07: Gordon Wilmsmeier to arrange a presentation to the Work Package Managers
Action point 03/08: Brian Wither to consider approaching the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR)
DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING

13. The next meeting will be held on Thursday 21 May 2009. Venue to be confirmed.
Please note that venue for the next meeting will be Victoria Quay from 11.30 am.
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