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Proposed Outcomes of the Scottish Ferries Strategy
Introduction

1. The results of the brain storming session at the 13th October Steering Group meeting have been taken into account when producing the following proposed outcomes for the Scottish Ferries Strategy. 
2. These proposed outcomes are intended to fit with the Scottish Government’s single, overarching purpose, “To focus Government and public services on creating a more successful country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish, through increasing sustainable economic growth.”
3. The Scottish Government’s definition of sustainable economic growth is, “building a dynamic and growing economy that will provide prosperity and opportunities for all, while ensuring that future generations can enjoy a better quality of life too.”
4. An efficient transport system is one of the key enablers for enhancing productivity and delivering faster, more sustainable growth. Enhancing transport infrastructure and services can open up new markets, increase access to employment and help to build a critical mass of businesses that drive up competitiveness and deliver growth.

5. Following the example of “Scotland Performs” the following proposed outcomes are suggested. This approach is favoured over an approach that focuses on objectives. The proposed outcomes seek to define the desired results of providing support to ferry services in Scotland.
6. Views from the Steering Group are sought and will be taken into account before the proposed outcomes are finalised.
Proposed Outcomes

Economy 

I. Maximised opportunities for employment, business, leisure and tourism. 

II. Businesses and people on our island and remote rural communities increase their wealth and more people share fairly in that wealth. 

III. Economic participation of our island and remote rural communities is stimulated. 

IV. Productivity and competitiveness of the communities served by our ferries is increased.

V. Improved access to markets, services, amenities; the labour market and training opportunities.

VI. The most efficient use of ferries resources

VII. Population growth of our islands and remote rural communities served by our ferries is stimulated.

Accessibility

VIII. Improved reliability and journey times.

IX. Improved connections for island and remote rural communities.

X. Existing ferries and infrastructure will be brought up to modern accessibility standards.  

XI. Improved affordability of ferry services.

XII. The most appropriate transport method for passengers, vehicles and freight.  

XIII. A framework that does not exclude new operators

Environment
XIV. Reduced emissions by 80% by 2050.
XV. Reduced emissions over the period to 2011.
XVI. No detriment to the local environment e.g. water quality.

XVII. Provide an alternative to the car, connecting people, places and work across Scotland.

Safety

XVIII. Improved safety of journeys by reducing accidents and enhancing the personal safety of pedestrians, drivers, passengers and staff

Integration
XIX. Ferry services that integrate with other forms of public transport

Service Levels
XX. Ferry services that continuously improve and are responsive to local people’s needs.

XXI. High quality, sustainable ferry services.
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