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News Release
03 April 2009
MACS WELCOMES THE DISABLED PERSONS’ PARKING PLACES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2009
Anne MacLean the Convener of the Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland (MACS) welcomes the Royal Assent of the Disabled Persons’ Parking Places (Scotland) Act 2009.

Anne MacLean said “I welcome the introduction of the Act and feel sure that it will go a long way to address the problems that those with disabilities currently experience, due to the abuse of disabled parking spaces.  Particular thanks go to Jackie Baillie MSP for her commitment to ensuring that Parliament take the needs of disabled people seriously.”  
The Disabled Persons’ Parking Places (Scotland) Act received its Royal Assent on 01 April 2009 and will come into effect on 01 October 2009.  The Act, which was sponsored by Jackie Baillie MSP and gained unanimous support in Parliament, will make all on‑street disabled parking places enforceable in the future and requires local authorities to contact private car park owners with a view to their making arrangements for the provision of enforceable disabled parking places in their car parks.

Anne Maclean said “The Act gives local authorities 12 months to identify all non-enforceable disabled parking places and start the statutory process to make them enforceable.  To this end, MACS looks forward to assisting the Scottish Government as it works with CoSLA and local authorities to implement the provisions of the Act.”

Contact: Judith Ballantine, Secretary of MACS 0131 244 0869
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Note for Editors:

The Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland (MACS) is an advisory NDPB that was established in 2002 to give advice to Scottish Ministers on matters relating to the needs of disabled persons in connection with public and community transport.  MACS is not a lobbying organisation.  MACS responds to consultations issued by the Government by advising Ministers if the proposals set out do or do not take full consideration of the needs of disabled people.

