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Graeme Purves

National Planning Framework Team

Scottish Government

Directorate of the Built Environment

Victoria Quay

Leith

Edinburgh 

EH6 6QQ

25 July 2008

Dear Mr Purves

National Planning Framework for Scotland 2

The following comments are made on behalf of Passengers’ View Scotland.  Passengers’ View Scotland (PVS) is the working name of the Public Transport Users’ Committee for Scotland, a statutory advisory body established under the Transport (Scotland) Act 2005 to consider and make recommendations to the Scottish Ministers about any matter relating to public transport services in, from or to Scotland.  

PVS welcomes the emphasis on transport issues in the National Planning Framework and in particular the recognition that progressing to a more efficient and sustainable transport system requires more than just infrastructure developments.  We are encouraged by the emphasis on connections between modes of transport, integrated ticketing and good passenger information (para. 220).  The links between the National Planning Framework and the National Transport Strategy are obvious, but must always be kept in mind, and (as noted at para. 196) it is important that transport issues are addressed at the outset of planning for new development.

In specific contexts we wish to make the following comments:

· Para. 205: For any direct rail links with the Continent to achieve their potential, the physical facilities must be matched by ticketing and information systems that make it easy for passengers to use the services that can be run. 

· Para. 213: The recognition of the differing needs of passengers and the need for convenient interchange between modes of transport are welcomed.

· Para. 215: We support the view that punctuality, reliability and comfort are more important to passengers than marginal reductions in short journey times.

· Para. 217: Better integration between ferry services and bus and rail services can significantly improve the transport system for island communities and needs to be promoted.

· Para. 219:  The recognition of the strong links between policies for transport and land use planning is welcomed.

· Para. 220: As noted, the absence of integrated ticketing arrangements provides a significant disincentive to the use of public transport for many people.

· Para. 222:  The plans for the Commonwealth Games should aim to ensure that public transport and access by foot or bicycle are available and easy to use not just for visitors to the Games but also to all those involved in working at them (before, during and after the event) and for those using the facilities after the Games have taken place.

I hope these comments are helpful to you.  I am sorry that they arrive with you long after the date for consultation responses.  However, PVS has been going through a period of readjustment and was not able to respond to the consultation before now.

Yours sincerely 

James King

Convener
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