
29 March 2007

ELEVEN NEW MEMBERS APPOINTED TO PUBLIC TRANSPORT USERS’ COMMITTEE FOR SCOTLAND

Minister for Transport today announced the appointment of 11 new Members to the Public Transport Users’ Committee for Scotland (PTUC).
The new members are:

Charles Anderson is a member of the South East Transport Partnership and has a lifetime interest in public transport.  He is a former local authority Chief Executive and upon retiral established a transport-related consultancy which focuses on quality. 
Anthony Devlin is a Trade Union Official with T&G Scotland and has worked in the transport industry for approximately 20 years.  He has chaired National Transport Committees within the trade union movement.  He does not hold any other Ministerial appointments.
Christine Dora is a civil servant who lives in East Lothian and uses public transport for commuting to work and for travel with her young family.  She does not hold any other Ministerial appointments.
Ann Henderson has worked in the Scottish Parliament since 1999 and served on the Rail Passenger Committee (Scotland) prior to its dissolution in 2005.  She currently works part time as the Scottish Parliamentary officer for the RMT (Rail, Maritime and Transport workers) trade union.  She does not hold any other Ministerial appointments.
James King served on the Rail Passenger Committee (Scotland) prior to its dissolution in 2005 and now represents Scottish and passenger interests.  on the boards of Passenger Focus, which attracts an annual rate of £15,300, and the British Transport Police Authority.  James was previously Vice Chair of Rail Action Group East of Scotland.  

Irene Kitson is a non executive Board Director of Lothian Buses plc.  She is also a member of Parole Board Scotland and a member of the Employment Tribunal which attracts daily rates of £185 and £159 respectively.  She is also a Board member of Scottish Enterprise Edinburgh and Lothian and Chair of Nisus Scotland, a voluntary sector organisation assisting people into work.

Gary Lawson is a project manager with the Royal Bank of Scotland Group and has wide experience of managing business change.  He served on the Rail Passenger Committee (Scotland) prior to its dissolution in 2005.  He does not hold any other Ministerial appointments.
John Murray has spent his working life in school teaching, latterly as Head Teacher of Lochgilphead High School.  He is currently secretary of an Comunn Gàidhealach (Argyll Region) and chair of Mod Dhail Riàta.  He does not hold any other Ministerial appointments.
Colin Reid is a Professor of Environmental Law at Dundee University.  He is a member of the Executive of the Society f Legal Scholars and founding Convener of its Environmental Law Section of the Society of Legal Scholars.  Colin serves on several editorial boards, notably Scottish Planning and Environmental Law.  He does not hold any other Ministerial appointments.
Jane Steven is a qualified nurse and social worker, with a long history of working on rural community access and transport issues.  Jane is now retired but acts in a consultative capacity as a locum Care Commission Officer and was recently appointed as a Public Member of Network Rail in November.  She does not hold any other Ministerial appointments.
Bill Ure is a member of Strathclyde Partnership for Transport, and the Scottish representative of the Rail Freight Group.  Bill is a member of the Scottish Transport Studies Group and of the Policy Committee of the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport and was previously a Director of the Rail Passenger Committee Scotland and Secretary of the CalMac Users’ Committee.  He does not hold any other Ministerial appointments.
These appointments will be for three years and will run from 1 April 2007 to 31 March 2010.  

These posts are part-time and attract a daily allowance of £100 per day for a time commitment of one day per month.  In addition they will be invited to join sub-committees or to attend occasional meetings on behalf of the Committee which may bring a further time commitment of around 6 days per annum.  

The Public Transport Users’ Committee for Scotland was established by the Public Transport Users’ Committee for Scotland Order 2006 and is a new advisory public body that came into being on 01 January 2007.  The PTUC will be responsible for representing effectively the interests of public transport users.  The PTUC will consider and make recommendations to Scottish Ministers relating to public transport services in, from and to Scotland and it shall consider and make recommendations about other matters if asked to do so.  

The PTUC will operate under the more user-friendly name Passengers’ View Scotland.  Pupils at Dunfermline High – located nearby the PTUC’s office – took part in a competition to design a logo for the new body.  The winner will be declared shortly.

These Ministerial public appointments were made in accordance with the Commissioner for Public Appointments in Scotland’s Code of Practice.

All appointments are made on merit and political activity plays no part in the selection process.  However, in accordance with the original Nolan recommendations, there is a requirement for appointees’ political activity (if there is any to be declared) to be made public. 

Irene Kitson has stated that she has canvassed for the labour party in the past while Anthony Devlin makes monthly membership donations to the Labour Party.  Ann Henderson currently holds the post of Secretary of the Edinburgh South Central Labour Party branch and was a list candidate for Labour in the Lothians in the 2003 Scottish Parliament elections. 
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