
Analysis of 2008 GROS households and housing information using the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD), 2009
1. Type of housing

Figure 1 shows the types of dwellings, by the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) decile, 2009.    This highlights the following points:

· The highest proportions of flats are in the most deprived areas of Scotland (just under 70 per cent of all dwellings).  This figure is slightly lower than what was produced using the SIMD 2006.  The most deprived areas have a slightly higher proportion of terraced properties using SIMD 2009. 
· In general, the percentage of dwellings that are flats gradually decreases with decreasing levels of deprivation using SIMD 2009, although there is an increase in the least deprived areas.  This may be because larger properties are subdivided into flats in these areas.
· There are higher proportions of detached houses in less deprived areas, using SIMD 2009.  This is broadly in line with SIMD 2006.
Figure 1.  Dwelling types, 2008, by Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) 2009, decile
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Source: GROS Estimates of households and dwellings in Scotland, 2008
2. Housing density
Figure 2 compares the density of housing by decile of deprivation using both the 2006 and 2009 SIMD methods.
· In general, the density of housing increases as the level of deprivation increases. An exception is the least deprived areas which have a relatively high density of five dwellings per hectare. This is probably because they are often located in urban areas, and may partly be due to larger properties being subdivided into flats.
· Housing density has decreased in the most deprived ten per cent of areas in Scotland using SIMD 2009 compared with SIMD 2006.  This may be due to the reduction in the relative number of flats in these areas – some of which may be multi-storey, and which are likely to have high housing densities.
· Each data zone has a boundary which has remained fixed across all three versions of the index. When data zones change their deprivation decile between indices, the overall land area of data zones in each SIMD decile changes
· There has a been an increase in housing density in the second most deprived SIMD decile.  In 2009,  the data zones which were included in this category covered a much smaller land area than in SIMD 2006, and this is affecting the housing density figures.    This difference has been largely caused by a small number of data zones with large land areas, which have moved out of the second most deprived decile between SIMD 2006 and SIMD 2009.   
Figure 2.  Number of dwellings per hectare - a comparison of Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) 2006 and 2009 deciles
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Source: GROS Estimates of households and dwellings in Scotland, 2008
3. Vacant dwellings and second homes

Figure 3 shows that the most deprived areas in the SIMD 2009 have the highest percentage of dwellings which are vacant (five per cent). This is lower than the most deprived areas using SIMD 2006.  Many of the areas with the highest proportion of vacant dwellings in 2008 have moved out of the most deprived ten per cent of data zones between SIMD 2006 and SIMD 2009.  These might be areas of regeneration, which may have experienced corresponding falls in population in recent years.  This in turn could have a knock-on effect on other characteristics of such areas, which could affect their deprivation index.  Between two and four per cent of dwellings are vacant in the remaining 90 per cent of data zones.
The proportion of second homes is lowest in the most deprived areas using SIMD 2009.  The proportion of second homes increases as the level of deprivation goes down, before falling again in some of the less deprived areas.  Results showing the proportions of second homes from the SIMD 2009 show a very similar picture to results from the SIMD 2006. 
Figure 3.  Vacant dwellings and second homes, 2008, by Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) 2009 decile
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Source: GROS Estimates of households and dwellings in Scotland, 2008
4. One adult households

Figure 4 shows the proportions of one adult households in Scotland, using the SIMD 2009.  38 per cent of dwellings in Scotland are entitled to a Council Tax discount because there is only one adult living there (alone or with children). There are more one-adult households in deprived areas (52 per cent in the most deprived areas, compared to 28 per cent in the least deprived areas).  These results are very similar to those obtained from the SIMD 2006.  
Figure 4.  One adult households, 2008, by Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) decile, 2009
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Source: GROS Estimates of households and dwellings in Scotland, 2008
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