Dear User/Stakeholder

STATISTICAL PUBLICATION NOTICE:

CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER STATISTICS 2008-09

Purpose
To provide advance notice that the release of the Statistics Publication Notice ‘Children Looked After Statistics 2008-09’, which has been pre-announced for release in November 2009 will now be postponed until February 2010.  
Background

Over the past three years, the Statistics Publication Notice ‘Children Looked After Statistics’ has been published annually by the Scottish Government in November.  The statistical results contained in these publications were based on data collected from each local authority on an aggregate level basis. 

Over the past two years, the Scottish Government has been working in partnership with local authorities to improve the quality and utility of this statistical collection by moving towards collecting information about looked after children at an individual child/episode level.

This new collection was tested by six local authorities in 2007-08, which proved very successful.  Therefore, as planned, the project was rolled out across all 32 local authorities in 2008-09.

However, a number of unforeseen issues have arisen over recent months, mainly in relation to the new IT infrastructure that the Scottish Government has put in place for the 2008-09 collection.  This has resulted in local authorities and the Scottish Government currently being unable to process and quality assure the data required in time for the planned pre-announced release of these statistics.
The Scottish Government are working to resolve these issues as quickly as possible.  In the meantime, if you have any concerns or queries about this postponement, please contact me:

Gary Sutton
The Scottish Government

Education Analytical Services Division

Analytical Services Unit - Children, Young People & Social Care

Tel: 0131 244 1690

Email:  gary.sutton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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