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INTRODUCTION
This plan provides details of activities and developments in agricultural statistics planned for 2009/10 and beyond.  The main drivers behind the prioritisation of work in this plan are based on:
-
Meeting EC Regulations for Agricultural Statistics.

-
Reducing burdens on data providers by utilising alternative data sources.

-
Supporting policy making and external users.

-
Improving the quality of agricultural statistics.

We place great importance on stakeholder engagement in statistical planning. We consider planning to be an on-going process and will update plans in the light of stakeholder views. This plan will be discussed further at the Scotstat Agriculture Committee meeting in Autumn 2009 and has been circulated to members on the Scotstat Register. 
Information on the Scotstat Consultation Network and how to register interest is available at : 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat
If you have any comments on this plan,  please get in touch with:


Adam Krawczyk


Senior Statistician


Agricultural Statistics Unit (ASU)


Rural and Environment Analytical Services (REAS)

Room 1-A, Pentland House, 47 Robb's Loan, Edinburgh, EH14 1TY


E-mail: adam.krawczyk@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Tel: 0131 244 6132


SURVEYS AND PUBLICATIONS

The Agricultural Statistics Unit (ASU) conducts or commissions a range of surveys and compiles information from other sources to meet the needs of both internal and external stakeholders, as well as the specified requirements of the EC.

Annex A contains a full list of these surveys with details of content, frequency, sample sizes, collection methods, dissemination type and month of publication. There are also contact details for team leaders for each survey.
All publications of the ASU are available on Agriculture and Fisheries Statistics Website :
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Agriculture-Fisheries/Publications
The following extract from this website also provides links to and a brief description of the main publications and outputs:
Overview of Scottish Agriculture
· Economic Report on Scottish Agriculture
An annual publication providing statistics and commentary on all parts of the Scottish Agricultural Economy. 

· Agriculture Facts and Figures
A quick reference leaflet of agricultural statistics.

Agricultural Census Results
· Results of the June Agricultural Census
Scotland totals from the June Agricultural Census, with comparative annual data for the previous 10 years. 

· Abstract of Scottish Agricultural Statistics
A time series of June agricultural census results providing Scottish agricultural land use, livestock and labour statistics from 1982. 

· Scottish Agricultural Census - Summary Sheets by Geographical Area
Geographic summaries of June agricultural census results providing land use, livestock and labour statistics for 14 agricultural areas throughout Scotland. 

· Final Results of the December Sample Census of Main Holdings
Scotland totals for the final results of the annual December survey of main agricultural holdings, with comparative annual data for the previous 10 years. 

Farm Incomes, Subsidies and Borrowing Statistics
· Farm Income Estimates (Headline Results)
Latest estimates for aggregate farm level incomes (Total Income From Farming) and estimates generated from individual farm businesses (Net Farm Income) 

· Farm Incomes in Scotland
Detailed farm income statistics by farm type and other characteristics based on results from the Farm Accounts Survey. 

· Scottish Agriculture Output, Input and Income Statistics
Components of Total Income From Farming in Scotland, statistics on farm commodity production, prices, subsidies and farm input costs over a ten year period. 

· Farm Borrowing Statistics
Results of the survey of bank advances to Scottish agriculture.

Other Agricultural Publications
· Estimates of the Scottish Cereal Harvest
Final and first estimates of the Scottish cereal and oilseed rape harvest. 

· Survey of Tenanted Land 
A report on this annual survey.

High Level Summary Statistics

Key statistics on farm incomes and organic farming are included within the high level summary of statistics trends, which also covers the Rural Economy, Fisheries, Food & Drink and Forestry, available at : http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Agriculture-Fisheries
EUROPEAN COMMISSION STATISTICAL REGULATIONS
The European Commission (EC) places requirements on European Union (EU) Member States for the provision of agricultural statistics. The purpose of these requirements is to generate comprehensive, comparative agricultural data and statistics across the EU, which provides the EC with evidence to  monitor, assess and develop the Common Agricultural Policy.

We work closely with Statisticians in other UK Agricultural Departments and provide the Scottish contribution to meet the EC statistical requirements for the UK.

The regulations associated with these EC requirements set out in considerable detail the type of data and statistics to be collected, along with the necessary coverage and accuracy. These regulations are a main driver behind the statistical work of the Agricultural Statistics Unit. The following table provides a summary of the main EC Agricultural Statistical Regulations and how they are met in Scotland.
	Farm Structure Surveys and the Survey on Agricultural Production Methods
Council Regulation (EC) No 1166/2008
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:321:0014:0034:EN:PDF
Covers the next decade and requires a farm structure survey to be conducted in the form of a census in  2010, and in the form of a sample surveys in years 2013, 2016. 
The return for each farm structure survey is in the form of individual (anonymised) farm records, which undergo a stringent quality assurance check by the EC. The records include information on land use, livestock, machinery and equipment, labour, diversified activities, support for rural development, and farm characteristics such as geographical location, management and tenure.
For 2010, there is also an additional requirement to conduct the survey on agricultural production methods. Information will be added to a sample of farm records covering; tillage methods, soil conservation, landscape features, animal grazing and housing, manure application storage and treatment facilities, and irrigation.
There is a deadline of 31st March 2012 for the completion of work on the 2010 surveys.
Scotland will meet these requirement by collating data from several sources, including the June Agricultural Census, Single Application Form, Organic Register and additional questions on current surveys or new surveys on labour and agricultural production methods.   


	Economic Accounts for Agriculture in the Community
Council Regulation (EC) No 138/2004
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2004R0138:20060711:EN:PDF
Defines how Economic Accounts for Agriculture are to be compiled. 

In Scotland, estimates of Total Income From Farming (TIFF) are compiled in accordance with this regulation and draw on information collected from all of the surveys conducted by the Agricultural Statistics Unit as well information from other external sources.



	The form of farm return to be used for the purpose of determining incomes of agricultural households,
Commission Regulation (EC) No 868/2008

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:237:0018:0069:EN:PDF
Sets out the requirement for individual (anonymised) farm business accounts to be submitted to the EC Farm Accounting Data Network (FADN), which undertakes stringent quality assurance checks of the information.
In Scotland, the FADN requirements are met by submitting (anonymised) data collected through the Farm Accounts Survey. This survey is also used to produce Scottish estimates for indicators such as Net Farm Income (NFI), and the new Farm Business Income (FBI) measure.



	Crop Statistics
Council Regulation No 543/2009

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:167:0001:0011:EN:PDF
Defines the coverage, precision and timing of estimates to be supplied on the area, yield and production of cereal  and other crops.
This requirement is met in Scotland by obtaining area information from the June Agricultural Census and Single Application Form along with yield and production estimates from Cereal Production Survey and other sources for non-cereal crops. In addition, early estimates of the cereal harvest are produced using views from industry experts.



	Livestock and Meat Statistics
Council Regulation No 1165/2008

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:321:0001:0013:EN:PDF
This Regulation sets out requirements for provision of cattle, pig, sheep and goat statistics in both May/June and November/December, including the minimum survey coverage of livestock populations. It defines the category, age or weight of livestock for which statistics are to be provided and specifies the provision of quarter-year or half-year production forecasts 
In Scotland these requirements are met by using livestock information from both the June Agricultural Census and the December Agricultural Survey. 
This regulation also specifies the provision of monthly statistics relating to the number and carcase weight of livestock slaughtered, which are met by obtaining information from the monthly survey of Scottish Slaughterhouses. 



	Statistical Surveys of Milk and Milk Products 

Council Directive 96/16/EC 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31996L0016:EN:HTML
Specifies statistics to be provided on a monthly, annual and triennial basis, covering the production of milk and milk products.

In Scotland these requirements are met by using information collected from the Milk Utilisation survey. 




	Poultry Statistics Production; Hatchery activity and Trade in Chicks
Council Regulation (EEC) no 2782/75
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/consleg/1975/R/01975R2782-20070101-en.pdf
Commission Regulation No 1868/77
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31977R1868:EN:HTML
There is an EC requirement to provide monthly statistics on activities of hatcheries and laying farms.
In Scotland these requirements are met by using information from the Hatcheries survey.



	Community Typology for Agricultural Holdings

Commission Regulation EC No 1242/2008 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:335:0003:0024:EN:PDF
This regulation sets out requirements for the new classification of agricultural holdings by type, economic size and other gainful activities directly related to the holding. It includes a new methodology for the calculation of economic size, based on standard outputs, replacing previous standard gross margins. 
In Scotland this regulation will be met by implementing the new methodologies, collecting information on other gainful activities in 2010 and by updating estimates of standard outputs. 



2009/10 Developments relating to EC Statistical Regulations

The main development in 2009/10 relates to the planning and design of surveys to meet the requirements of the 2010 Farm Structure Survey and the 2010 Survey on Agricultural Production Methods. These requirements will be met by collating information from a range of sources and there may be scope to add additional questions to current surveys in order to meet some of the new information requirements.

The Farm Structure Survey is to be carried out in the form of a census in 2010, which means higher coverage of agricultural holdings for information specifically collected for this purpose, for example, detailed information on farm labour.  The Survey on Agricultural Production Methods is a one-off survey in 2010. This means there will be additional workloads for the Agricultural Statistics Unit both in terms of statistical and administrative tasks, until work is completed on these surveys by March 2012.
During 2009/10, further work will also be conducted on applying the new farm typology to agricultural holdings in Scotland. This will have consequences for the design of many of the agricultural surveys, which are stratified by economic size and type, as well as on the reporting of survey results and trends.
EC statistical regulations on crop and livestock statistics have been recently updated and come into force in 2010. During 2009/10, consideration will be given to any changes in the requirements and how they will be met in Scotland. 
We will continue to consult with Scottish stakeholders on developments on EC Statistical Regulations and hold discussions on the detail during the Autumn'09 Scotstat Agriculture Committee meeting.
DEVELOPMENTS IN STATISTICS AND ANALYSIS TO SUPPORT POLICY MAKING AND DELIVERY
Support on range of policies

The ASU works closely with other professionals within Rural and Environment Analytical Services and with external contractors commissioned to carry out evaluation and analysis in support of agricultural policy making and delivery. During 2009/10, the ASU will be involved in providing data, statistics and analysis in support of a range of policy areas, including :

-
Inquiry into Future Agriculture Support in Scotland 
-
Post 2013 design of Pillar 2 support.

-
Non-farmed land. 

Farm Business Income Measure

During 2009/10, estimates of the new Farm Business Income (FBI) measure will be generated from the Farm Accounts Survey. This development will provide more relevant estimates of actual farm incomes to support the policy making process. Publication of first results of FBI will be on 27th August'09 and will be accompanied with an explanation of the new methodologies and differences with existing measures. These developments follow on from the recent public consultation on Measures of Farm Income, details available at :
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Agriculture-Fisheries/scotstat/othercons
Animal Health and Welfare

In 2009/10, new information on the costs of animal health and welfare will be derived from  questions added to the 2008/09 Farm Accounts Survey. 
Livestock Sales and Prices - Contract Tender

Livestock sales and price information is of vital importance to internal and external stakeholders. During 2009/10, ASU will need to conduct a tender for the collection and provision of this information. This also provides an opportunity to review the type of information being collected, in order to ensure it continues to meet the needs of stakeholders.

DEVELOPING METHODS, EXPERTISE, SKILLS AND QUALITY
Use of administrative data - Single Application Form
The ASU has implemented changes to the June Agricultural Census, which from 2009 will draw on land use information from the Single Application Form (SAF), for those holdings claiming Single Farm Payments. This has resulted in reduced survey forms being sent to 19,000 'main' agricultural holdings, with SAF land use data also being utilised for 8,000 'minor' agricultural holdings.
Further work will be conducted in 2009/10 on the analysis of the SAF land use data, linking it with other June Census information at the holding level and on the reporting of overall June Census results in September'09. 
This development will improve the overall quality of resulting data and statistics on crops and land use by taking advantage of particular strengths of  SAF data, such as high land use coverage and encouragement of accurate data recording which is subject to inspection. 
Use of administrative data - Cattle Traceability Scheme (CTS) 
The ASU has identified data from the Cattle Traceability Scheme (CTS) as the next priority in terms of utilising administrative data for statistical purposes. CTS data has the potential to replace the collection of cattle information in both the June Agricultural Census and the December Agricultural Survey.
During 2009/10, initial investigations will be carried out on the suitability of CTS data to meet the statistical requirements for cattle data. Key stakeholders, including those in the Scotland's Environmental  and Rural (Delivery) Services (SEARS),  will be consulted on these developments.
Review of the June Agricultural Census for Minor Holdings
During 2009/10, a review will be carried out on the future of the June Agricultural Census for Minor Holdings. This census was suspended in June 2009, as the majority of land use of these holdings was covered by SAF data. These holdings account for a small percentage of livestock and have a fairly constant level of agricultural labour. It was therefore considered that estimating this contribution of minor holdings to overall June Census results would be sufficient for statistical purposes.
The review needs to consider whether there are other important uses of data from minor holdings, which would warrant the continuation of this census. In recent years, this census has been conducted on a rolling 3 year period, with 1/3rd of the 25,000 minor holdings being surveyed every year. 
We also need to check the coverage requirements of the EC Statistical Regulations, particularly in the 2010 Farm Structure Survey census year, which may require collecting information from some or all of the minor holdings. 
Review of the Tenanted Land Survey
There has been a delay in the publication of results from this survey as we have concerns about the underlying methodologies. In 2009/10 we plan to resolve these issues and publish retrospective data from 2005, on a consistent basis. This objective was included in the 2008/09 plan, but was not completed due to other priorities of the ASU.
Review of Farmed Deer Census
Publication of results from the 2007 Farmed Deer Census were withheld, as we had concerns about their accuracy. In 2009/10 we plan to review the continuing need for this census and if necessary review the methodologies behind these results to generate more accurate estimates. This objective was included in the 2008/09 plan, but was not completed due to other priorities of the ASU.
Review of the Cereal Production Survey & Soft Fruit Surveys
We have also identified some issues around the sample size of the Cereal Production Survey and the way in which results from the Soft Fruit Surveys are raised up to produce national valuations of soft fruit output. In 2009/10, we plan to consider and resolve these issues.
IMPROVING DISSEMINATION AND INCREASING ENGAGEMENT WITH EXTERNAL INTERESTS

A Statistical News Release is issued alerting stakeholders, the public and media to the release of all agricultural statistics and publications. An e-mail alert is also sent to all those who have registered an interest on the Scotstat Register.
During 2009/10, we plan to consult users on the format and content of our main publications. 

Meeting user needs for data, analysis and research
The ASU utilises information collected from agricultural surveys by providing bespoke analysis to a wide range of users. In particular, the Census and Surveys Analysis Team provides analysis of the June Agricultural Census and December Agricultural Survey on request, and can be contacted at:
agric.stats@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
The ASU also has agreements in place with Research Organisations, who undertake research and analysis sponsored or supported by the Scottish Government. These agreements provide access to agricultural data and have strict confidentiality conditions in terms of how the data can be used.
Geographical Information Systems (GIS) & Maps

The ASU has developed GIS and other techniques which enable boundary analysis of data from the June Agricultural Census and other surveys to be disseminated in graphical formats such as maps. Any request for such information such be directed to the agricultural statistics mailbox at : agric.stats@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Consultation on Statistics Plan

This statistics plan will be discussed with external stakeholders at the Autumn 2009 meeting of the Scotstat Agriculture Committee and has been distributed to those on the Scotstat Register, as well as being publicly available on the Scotstat website. We encourage all external stakeholders to comment on this plan and to make suggestions on developments in agricultural statistics. 

Consultation with Targeted Stakeholders
During 2009/10, ASU will seek stakeholders who may have a particular interest in EC statistical developments associated with agricultural production methods and farm typology. We will also seek stakeholders with an interest in range of surveys identified above, which are subject to review in 2009/10
Consultation on Use of Administrative Data

As highlighted above, external stakeholders will be consulted on the potential use of Cattle Traceability Scheme (CTS) data to replace statistical data collections.
NATIONAL PERFORMANCE FRAMEWORK & GOVERNMENT PURPOSE

Agricultural statistics provide information to assess the contribution of agriculture towards the Government Purpose:

To focus government and public services on creating a more successful country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish, through increasing economic sustainable growth.

In relation to Purpose Targets, estimates of Total Income From Farming show the contribution towards Economic Growth and are also used to generate estimates of Productivity. Business level information generated from the Farm Accounts Survey enable an analysis of farm incomes between the best and worst performing farms in Scotland, including those in disadvantaged areas and is of relevance to the Solidarity target. The June Agricultural Census along with other surveys which monitor agricultural inputs and production methods, such as the British Survey of Fertiliser Practice, provide information which can be used to assess the impact and contribution of agriculture towards  Sustainability of the environment. This includes the contribution towards National Outcomes to 'value and enjoy our built and natural environment and protect it and enhance if for future generations' and to 'reduce the local and global environmental impact of our consumption and production.'
There is no direct use of agricultural statistics within the 45 National Indicators and we are not aware of any direct use within the local government Outcome Agreements.

Further information about the Government Purpose and National Performance Framework is available at the following website: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms
INTER ADMINISTRATION ISSUES
The ASU works very closely with counterparts in England, Wales and Northern Ireland on the common objective of meeting EC requirements for UK agricultural statistics. Regular meetings and contact facilitate a good spirit of mutual assistance and understanding, especially in taking forward common developments. The benefit of this to Scotland and the rest of the UK is the consistency of agricultural statistics which are generated by the four administrations. This enables comparisons which can be used to assess both commonality and differences between agriculture in different parts of the UK.
Each Member State is represented on Statistical Working Groups and Committees of Eurostat, the statistical office of the EC. The purpose of these groups is to discuss and negotiate the development of agricultural statistics across the EU. The UK lead is usually taken by DEFRA Statisticians, although there is full consultation with Scotland and other UK administrations.
STATISTICS REFORM

Statistics Reform is a programme of work in Scotland with the key aims to enhance the quality of and improve public confidence in Scottish Official Statistics.
In 2009/10, the ASU will meet these aims by improving the quality and coverage of the 2009 June Agricultural Census, by utilising data from the Single Application Form. We will also improve the quality of other agricultural statistics by taking forward reviews of various surveys identified above as well as consulting on the format and content of our main publications.
We will engage in a regular cycle of planning with internal and external stakeholders to identify official statistics required to inform government decision making and the needs of stakeholders and the public. We will balance these priorities against other demands, in particular meeting the statistical requirements of the EC. We will promote access to agricultural statistics and consult with stakeholders on key developments.
Following the introduction of the Statistics & Registration Service Act, the ASU will undertake work in preparation for the UK Statistics Authority's Assessment Process, which has been set up to provide independent scrutiny of official statistics. Statisticians in the ASU will also contribute to  corporate Scottish Government statistical developments to meet the aims of Statistics Reform

More information on Statistics Reform and the Statistics & Registration Service Act is available at :

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/StatisticsReform
RESOURCES

During 2008/09, the ASU experienced a 9% reduction in staff numbers from 21.0 to 19.1 (full-time equivalents). This partly reflects reduced administrative workloads resulting from the implementation of the 2009 SAF-Census project. 

There are currently 5 Statisticians and 14.1 administrative staff in the ASU. During 2009/10 we plan to recruit another Statistician, on a short term basis, primarily to work on the 2010 EC Surveys and the CTS projects.

We may also seek external assistance to complete developmental work associated with survey reviews and the CTS project.
**********

