Scottish Corporate Sector Statistics
	Description
	Scottish Corporate Sector Statistics provide information on enterprises operating in Scotland.  The published data tables include information on businesses' employment and turnover and are broken down into various groupings including industry, company size, local authority area, and country of ownership.


	Source
	The primary data source is the Inter-Departmental Business Register (IDBR), a comprehensive business database maintained by the Office for National Statistics (ONS).  The numbers of enterprises registered for VAT and/or PAYE are estimated from annual Scottish extracts of the IDBR.
A modelling procedure that combines data from the IDBR with estimates derived from the Labour Force Survey (LFS), Family Resources Survey (FRS) and the Survey of Personal Incomes (SPI) is used to estimate the number of unregistered enterprises.

Please see the website for more information on methodologies and data sources:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Corporate/Methodology


	Concepts and Definitions
	For information on concepts and definitions please see the following weblink:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Corporate/Methodology


	Geographic Referencing
	The geographical analyses use a postcode index file from ONS.  Unregistered enterprises are not included in the geographical analyses.



	Relevance
	Scottish Corporate Sector Statistics publish information on business stock in Scotland.  This is of use for the Single Outcome Agreements (SOAs) as it provides consistent reliable business data at local authority level (e.g. by industrial sector and company size).


	Quality Assurance
	Scottish Corporate Sector Statistics is a National Statistics publication. It has been produced to high professional standards set out in the National Statistics Code of Practice and Release Practice Protocol. These statistics undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. They are produced free from any political interference.


	Data available
	Both national level and local authority level data tables are available at the following website:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Corporate
Local authority level data is available at the Business section of the Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics (SNS) website:

http://www.sns.gov.uk/


	Geographical Availability
	Published data is available at local authority and Scotland level.



	Disaggregations
	Other breakdowns of the published data include:

· by Company Size (based on employee sizeband)

· by Industrial Sector

· by Country of Ownership

· by Legal Status (e.g. company, sole proprietor, partnership, etc.)


	Timeliness of Data
	The data is published annually based on a March extract of the IDBR.  The 2008 Scottish Corporate Sector Statistics is the latest available publication.  Most data tables provide time series figures from 2000-2008, with some information available back to 1998.

It is the aim to publish the Scottish Corporate Sector Statistics as soon as possible after the release of the Office for National Statistics' (ONS) UK Business Activity publication, which is due out in Autumn.



	Accuracy
	The IDBR covers 99% of economic activity in the UK as those excluded are small soletraders or partnerships with no employees and an annual turnover of less than the VAT threshold.
The number of unregistered businesses are estimated from a combination of sample surveys which are all subject to sampling error. For example a yearly estimate of 6,000 taken from the Labour Force Survey has a 95% confidence interval of +/- 2,640. It is the nature of sampling variability that the smaller the group whose size is being estimated, the proportionately less precise that estimate is. Very small estimates are subject to larger standard errors, which can result in fluctuation between years. For this reason year on year comparisons containing the smallest size band (enterprises with no employees) should be regarded with extreme caution.

Disclosure control is applied to employment and turnover data to ensure that no information relating to an individual business is disclosed. Caution should therefore be exercised if summary data is requested; it may include blank cells in which case it will not be a true representation of area totals.
Please see the website for more information on methodologies and data sources:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Corporate/Methodology


	Comparability
	The published data series are comparable over time.  A notable caveat in the time series occurs between 2004 and 2005.  Prior to 2005, a November IDBR extract was used.  Since then, the IDBR extract for the publication is taken in March.


	Links to Data


	Data is available at the following website:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Corporate
For links to other useful data sources please go to:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Corporate/Links


	Contact
	For contact information please see the following weblink:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Corporate/Contacts



