SIMD Education Domain

	Description
	· The Education Domain gives an education deprivation rank using the following indicators: 

School pupil absences

Pupil performance on SQA at stage 4

Working age people with no qualifications

17-21 year olds enrolling into higher education

People aged 16-18 not in full time education


	Sources
	· A range of sources across the Education sector: 

Scottish Government Analytical Services School Census, 

Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA), 

General Register Office for Scotland (GROS) census, 

Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA), 

Scottish Further Education Funding Council (SFEFC), now Scottish Funding Council (SFC), 

Department for Work and Pensions (DWP)



	Concepts and Definitions
	The education domain includes indicators that measure both outcomes of education deprivation, such as lack of qualifications in children and adults, and causes of education deprivation such as absenteeism and lack of progression to further and higher education. 



	Geographic Referencing
	Absences and pupil performance - pupil home post code is one of the indicators collected for each pupil in the annual school census. Postcodes were submitted for about 99% of pupils in publicly funded schools. Data used in the formulation of this indicator do not include pupils with a missing or invalid postcode.

Working age people with no qualifications - No geo-referencing issues
Entrants to higher education - Not every postcode could be matched however 99% of Scottish records had a valid postcode.

People aged 16-18 not in full time education - Geo-referencing of DWP data. For HESA data not every postcode could be matched. 99% of Scottish records had a valid postcode.



	Relevance
	The SIMD is the Scottish Government’s tool for identifying small area concentrations of multiple deprivation across all of Scotland and is relevant to  policies aimed at tackling the causes and effects of multiple deprivation.  The education domain contributes to the overall index and had a weighting of 14 per cent of the total indicator in the SIMD2006.  

Key indicator used to monitor:

· This is indicator is useful for SOAs as it can be used to identify small area concentrations of education deprivation within a local authority, and it can also indicate how education deprived the LA is as a whole.

· This indicator is used in the National Performance Framework in context of the Strategic Objective ‘we have tackled the significant inequalities in Scottish society’   It underpins many of the National Indicators but is not one in its own right and therefore does not have a Scotland Performs arrow.
SIMD Website - http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/SIMD/ 
SNS Website: http://www.sns.gov.uk/ 


	Quality Assurance
	· The SIMD is a Scottish Government National Statistics Publication.  Data is Quality Assured before inclusion.



	Data available
	· Data is available from the SIMD and SNS websites. The following breakdowns are available: 

· datazones can be ranked by SIMD education deprivation (note that the education domain score on its own is meaningless)

The information on the indicators available on the SNS website and the geographies for which they are available are shown in the table underneath this template.  The data for the Education, Skills and Training domain can be found in the Education, Skills and Training section.  Information on working age people with no qualifications can be found in the Economic Activity, Benefits and Tax credits section.
                   

	Timeliness of Data
	· The SIMD 2006 was the last to be published and the data for the education domain was for 2004;

· The next update will be the SIMD 2009 and will be published in October 2009.   


	Denominator
	· Varies across the different indicators.



	Accuracy
	· For each indicator there are postcodes for at least 99% of cases.


	Comparability
	· The 2004 and 2006 domains are not comparable.  The 2009 update may be comparable with 2006, but this will depend on how the NEET indicator is established.
  

	Geographical Availability
	· Data zone, intermediate geography, local authority and Scotland level. 

· Figures can also be produced for Health Board and parliamentary constituency, however for these geographies it will be a ‘best fit’.

 

	Available on SNS?
	· Within the Advanced Reporter on the SNS website, there is an Index of Deprivation section where you can find out the Education, Skills and Training deprivation decile of a data zone (decile 1 is the most deprived): 

Information can be found on the SNS site through the standard reporter, advanced reporter, data download and data guide sections.  Note some pupil profile information can’t be found using the standard reporter.  Although information on 17-21 Higher Education enrolments is not directly available on SNS, there is information on First Degree Entrants at Intermediate Geographies, and the numbers in Higher and Further Education at Data Zone level.

To find data on the education domain indicators using the Advanced Reporter, the topics and sub topics to select are as follows: 

Pupil Absences – Education, Skills and Training - School Education - Pupil Profile

SQA stage 4 performance - Education, Skills and Training - School Education – SQA data S4
Working Age People With No qualifications - Education, Skills and Training – Skills and Training – Highest Qualification of Working Age People
Information on Higher Education - Education, Skills and Training – Higher and Further Education 



	Equality Strands
	· This indicator helps to highlight education inequalities in Scottish society.

	Disclosure Control
	Absences and pupil performance: Disclosure control has been applied to the data published on the SIMD website by swapping the data zones for a small percentage of records before producing the aggregate results. This has a negligible effect on the overall trends, but ensures that the confidentiality of individual records are maintained.

· Unadjusted data were used in the calculation of the SIMD.

Working age people with no qualifications: There has been no disclosure control applied to this indicator
Entrants to higher education: Data can be modelled using exact counts but rounded to the nearest 5 when reporting counts
People aged 16-18 not in full time education Not published in background data due to disclosure issues due to similar data already available in the public domain.

	Contact
	Jon Hunter (0131 2447714)
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