SIMD Income Domain

	Description
	· Count or proportion of people defined as income deprived. 

· Combined count of claimants on the following benefits:                          

Adults and Children in Income Support (IS) Households; 

Adults and Children in Job Seekers Allowance (JSA) households; 

Adults in Guarantee Pension Credit Households;

{In work Adults and Children in Tax Credit Households – is being considered for inclusion in SIMD09}

· Each person will only be counted once.  

	Source
	· DWP



	Concepts and Definitions
	· The number of people classed as income deprived are those living in households where there are claimants of the benefits listed above. 

· Those not claiming benefits will not be included

· Income deprivation, and not affluence, is being measured by this indicator.  The least deprived areas are those where there is a lack of benefit claimants.  



	Geographic Referencing
	· All DWP WPLS data is geographically referenced using matchcode.

· Please note that DWP best fit HB (healthboard) and SPC (Scottish  

             Parliamentary Constituency) data is based on aggregations from

             unrounded output area data, whereas

· SNS best fit HBs and SPC are based on datazones. 

	Relevance
	The SIMD is the Scottish Government’s tool for identifying small area concentrations of multiple deprivation across all of Scotland and is relevant to  policies aimed at tackling the causes and effects of multiple deprivation.  The income domain contributes significantly to the overall index and had a weighting of 28 per cent of the total indicator in the SIMD2006.

Key indicator used to monitor:

· This indicator is useful for SOAs as it can be used to identify small area concentrations of income deprivation within a local authority, and it can also indicate how income deprived the LA is as a whole.

· This indicator is used in the National Performance Framework in context of the Strategic Objective ‘we have tackled the significant inequalities in Scottish society’   It underpins many of the National Indicators but is not one in its own right and therefore does not have a Scotland Performs arrow.
SIMD Website - http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/SIMD/  
SNS Website: http://www.sns.gov.uk/


	Quality Assurance
	· The SIMD is a Scottish Government National Statistics Publication.  Data is Quality Assured before inclusion.



	Data available
	· Data is available from the SIMD and SNS websites. The following breakdowns are available: 

· total count or proportion for data zones and higher geographies;

· datazones can be ranked by the proportion people income deprived
· Individual indicators for each domain

The information on the indicators available on the SNS website and the geographies for which they are available are shown in the table underneath this template.  The data for the income domain can be found in the Economic Activity, Benefits and Tax credits section.
                   

	Timeliness of Data
	· The SIMD 2006 was the last to be published and the data for the income domain was for 2005;

· The next update will be the SIMD 2009 and will be published in October 2009.  The income domain will show data for 2008.  
· We are working with DWP and HMRC to assess the possibility of annual updates to the domain.

	Denominator
	· The population of the appropriate geography from the GROS Small Area Population Estimates.


	Accuracy
	· Based on 100% WPLS data. 
· Uses rounded data zone level data, which will distort the data slightly at some higher geographies if aggregated from Data Zone.
 

	Comparability
	· Income Domain in 2006 is not comparable with SIMD 2004 as Working Family Tax Credit data was omitted.  
· However Tax Credit Data may be included in the SIMD 2009 domain - we intend to create annual figures for this domain both including and excluding the Tax Credit data.
 

	Geographical Availability
	· Data zone, intermediate geography, local authority and Scotland level. 

· Figures can also be produced for Health Board and parliamentary constituency, however for these geographies it will be a ‘best fit’.

 

	Available on SNS?
	You can find out the percentage of people who are income deprived in each of the geographies through the SNS website.  The indicator can be found using the Advanced Reporter via the ‘Economic Activity, Benefits and Tax Credits’ section.
Within the Advanced Reporter there is also an ‘Index of Deprivation’ section which shows the income deprivation decile of each data zone (decile 1 is the most deprived).
Information can be found on the SNS site through the standard reporter, advanced reporter, data download and data guide sections.

To find data on claimants of the component benefits using the Advanced Reporter, the topics and sub topics to select are as follows: 

IS Households – Economic Activity, Benefits and Tax Credit – Individual Benefits – Income Support

JSA Households - Economic Activity, Benefits and Tax Credit – Individual Benefits – Job Seekers Allowance

Pension Credit Households - Economic Activity, Benefits and Tax Credit – Individual Benefits – Pension Credits



	Equality Strands
	· This indicator helps to highlight income inequalities in Scottish society.

	Disclosure Control
	· Figures less than 5 are suppressed.
· Consequently data zones values almost sum to LA values etc. Data zone level data can be aggregated to other geographies based on data zones such as 15% most deprived and urban rural but metadata will need to clearly state that aggregates are based on rounded data.

	Contact
	Jon Hunter (0131 2447714)


	
	Datazone
	Intermediate Geography
	Scottish Parliamentary Constituency
	Local Authority
	Health Board
	Scotland

	IS Households
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	JSA Households
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Pension Credit Households
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X


