SIMD Overall Index

	Description
	· The SIMD is made up of a series of seven domains and each has an overall score which is used to provide a relative ranking of Data Zones from most to least deprived in Scotland.  


	Source
	· A wide range of sources.  Details can be found in the templates for individual domains below.


	Concepts and Definitions
	Small area concentrations of multiple deprivation, and not affluence, is being measured by the SIMD.  This is relevant to polices aimed at tackling the causes and effects of multiple deprivation.  

Each of the seven domains which makes up the index carries a different weighting as follows:

Income - 12

Employment - 12

Education - 6

Health - 6

Access to Services - 4

Crime - 2

Housing - 1


	Geographic Referencing
	· Usually based on postcodes and matched to data zone, which are the building blocks for higher geographies.

· SNS best fit HBs (healthboards) and SPC (Scottish Parliamentary Constituency) are based on datazones. 


	Relevance
	The SIMD is the Scottish Government’s tool for identifying small area concentrations of multiple deprivation across all of Scotland.
Key indicator used to monitor:

· This is indicator is useful for SOAs as it can be used to identify small area concentrations of income deprivation within a local authority, and it can also indicate how income deprived the LA is as a whole.

· This indicator is used in the National Performance Framework in context of the Strategic Objective ‘we have tackled the significant inequalities in Scottish society’   It underpins many of the National Indicators but is not one in its own right and therefore does not have a Scotland Performs arrow.
SIMD Website - http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/SIMD/  
SNS Website: http://www.sns.gov.uk/


	Quality Assurance
	· The SIMD is a Scottish Government National Statistics Publication.  Data is Quality Assured before inclusion.



	Data available
	· Most of the data is available at data zone level from the SIMD and SNS websites. 

                   

	Timeliness of Data
	· The SIMD 2006 was the last to be published.

· The next update will be the SIMD 2009 and will be published in October 2009.  

	Denominator
	· This varies across the indicators – see the individual domains below for more information.


	Accuracy
	· Postcode level information allows for accurate matches to data zone – occasionally there is a small proportion of missing postcodes.

	Comparability
	· Some of the domains are not comparable across the three SIMD years.  See below for detailed information on individual domains.
 

	Geographical Availability
	· Data zone, intermediate geography, local authority and Scotland level. 

· Figures can also be produced for Health Board and parliamentary constituency, however for these geographies it will be a ‘best fit’.

 

	Available on SNS?
	· You can find out the Index of Deprivation rank in each of the domains and geographies through the Advanced Reporter on the SNS website.  
The deprivation decile of each data zone is also displayed (decile 1 is the most deprived).
Information can be found on the SNS site through the standard reporter, advanced reporter, data download and data guide sections.



	Equality Strands
	· This indicator helps to highlight income inequalities in Scottish society.

	Disclosure Control
	· Different disclosure methods are used for each domain.  See individual domain templates below for more information.

	Contact
	Jon Hunter (0131 2447714)


