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Statistics Plan 2008-09 
Lifelong Learning
1.
Purpose

Effective planning, based on consultation with users inside and outside government, and with data providers, is an important requirement of the Official Statistics Code of Practice. 
2.
Policy Environment

The statistics aim to support policy development and evaluation in the following areas:

· Supply of skills and knowledge transfer: of particular interest are science/engineering skills, skills needed to provide high quality public services (medical, dental and allied skills, teacher training), graduates finding appropriate jobs in the local economy, increasing research and innovation.

· Access to higher education: providing opportunities for young people, disadvantaged groups (socio-economic, disability), older learners

· Increasing migration to Scotland: students from outside Scotland

· Reputation of Scotland’s higher education institutions and their contribution to exports: overseas students, research excellence
· Reforming student finance: balance between loans and grants; fees; consultation on the future of the EMA scheme  
3.
Publications Planned for 2008-09
The following timetable sets out the statistical publications planned for the financial year 2008-09.  The publications have ‘National Statistics’ status.
	Publication
	Content
	Use by the Scottish Government
	Publication Date

	1. Students in Higher Education at Scottish Institutions

	HE Students and entrants at Higher Education Institutions and Colleges by study characteristics, widening access issues and cross border flows
	To monitor the performance/ reputation of the sector; to monitor access and develop access policies; issues:  cross border flows and overseas students;  students from deprived areas;  supply of science, teaching, medical and research skills;
	March 2008/2009

	2. Student Loans for Higher Education
	Outstanding loan amounts, number of students borrowing and repaying
	To help reform and monitor student funding policies
	June 2008

	3. Age Participation Index
	Proportion of young people entering full time higher education. 
	To monitor access to HE by young people 
	July 2008

	4. Attainment in HE  and Destinations of Leavers

	Data on HE qualifications achieved in Higher Education Institutions and Colleges; and destinations (employed, studying, unemployed), location, industry, occupation. 
	To measure the output of the education process: destinations by activity, industry and subject; how many stay to work in Scotland?
	October 2008

	5. HE student support
	Financial support to higher education students: fee support, loans, grants
	To monitor and reform student funding policies; to help SAAS run a high quality public service; to account for spending
	November 2008

	6. Education Maintenance Allowances
	Number of students in schools and colleges supported; spending; take-up from deprived areas
	To account for spending of this substantial budget; impact on deprived areas, monitoring trends, review policies
	January 2009


For each publication additional detailed tables are placed on the internet.

In addition the Branch publishes jointly with the other UK administrations and the Higher Education Statistics Agency:
· Higher Education Students at HEIs in the UK (National Statistics – January)

· Destination of Higher Education Students from UK HEIs (National Statistics – July)

· Performance Indicators for UK Higher Education Institutions (not National Statistics – June and July)
The production of all of these publication require close working with different data providers: The Higher Education Statistics Agency, the Scottish Further and Higher Education Funding Council, the Student Awards Agency for Scotland, the Student Loans Company and local authorities.  All statistics are derived from administrative data sources.
In addition the Branch carries out the following significant statistical analyses:

· International comparisons (students and student funding)

· Analysis and briefing on applicants to HE (from UCAS) 

· Allocation of discretionary funds

· ILA: summary of available data

· Survey of Students’ Income, Expenditure and Debt (due to be published early 2009)
All these topics generate a significant volume of requests for further and more detailed information to aid policy development and evaluation, and in response to Parliamentary Questions. 

4.
The National Performance Framework & Government Purpose

The Lifelong Learning Statistics Branch provides support on the following National Indicator: 
Increase the percentage of Scottish domiciled graduates from Scottish Higher Education Institutions in positive destinations
5.
Developments in Statistics, Methodology and Quality
· Analysis of the longitudinal survey of graduate destinations: this survey is the basis of the National Indicator; we will develop an analysis capability and produce a focused report on the longer term destinations of Scottish graduates. 
· Improvement to destination data from colleges: work with the Funding Council to improve response rate and data quality .  
· More detailed information from colleges:  work with the funding Council to obtain individualised staffing data and FE bursary data to facilitate more flexible analysis

· Align student definition and re-calculate time series: to improve comparability across the UK and better meet reporting needs
· International comparisons on participation: to complement the API index we have an index of participation in degree level courses; we will expand that to include participation in any level of higher education
· Expansion of EMA statistics: this will be achieved through matching of EMA records to schools census data and will provide attainment and retention data for students supported by EMA.
6.
Improving Dissemination and Increasing External Engagement

We disseminate via the publications, separate detailed internet tables
, high level summary, topic based summaries (for example on equality), email alerts to Scotstat members, presentations to policy staff (and local authorities for EMA) following major publications, key facts publications and personal contact.  We regularly monitor take-up of our web tables.  Responding to requests for specific analyses in addition to our publications is a significant part of our workload.  We are reviewing our student statistics publications at an event with policy and communications colleagues in August and will make the resulting changes from January 2009.
In discussions with our internal policy colleagues we confirm their relevance to Ministerial and Policy objectives, including whether collections should be dropped, merged or  continued.
Most of our data are derived from administrative sources and are supplied to us by the Higher Education Statistics Agency, The Scottish Funding Councils, the Student Awards Agency for Scotland and local authorities.  We engage with these bodies regularly to discuss the scope and quality of the statistics collected and we liaise with the other UK administrations to achieve comparability across the UK. 

We offer a consultation route through a generic email address published on the internet and through Scotstat.  We engage with users and suppliers of our data formally thought liaison groups (IGS with universities and SAGE with colleges) chaired by the Funding Council.  Minutes of these meetings are available on the internet. 

Sharing data – we participate in the Scottish MIAP group with the aim of sharing information on learning and learners with the learner’s permission, with learning providers and awarding bodies. 

We are working with colleges and universities to develop a protocol for contacting students for statistical and research purposes.

7.
Statistics Reform and the UK Statistics Authority

We are working with the Scottish Funding Council to align protocols for the production and release of statistics and to designate the SFC (and SDS??) as a producer of official statistics.  We are developing means of operating with other administrations to accommodate the differing National Statistics Protocols across the UK in joint releases.
8.
How to comment on the statistics plan
The Scottish Government is happy to receive comments on the 2008-09 plan at any time throughout the year. If you wish to comment on Lifelong Learning issues please contact

Gerhard Mors
Statistician

Third Floor
Education Directorate  
e-mail : fhestatistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
Scottish Government
Meridian Court
Glasgow
G2 6AT
Alternatively if you wish to raise more general issues regarding the Scottish Government Statistics , you should contact 

Rob Wishart

Chief Statistician

Scottish Government
St Andrew’s House

e-mail :  statistics.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Regent Road

Edinburgh

EH1 3DG
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/llstatistics" ��http://www.scotland.gov.uk/llstatistics�
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