
RURAL STATISTICS PLAN

2008/09

INTRODUCTION

This plan provides details of activities and developments in rural statistics planned for 2008/09 and beyond. It provides an explanation behind the main drivers for these activities and how they relate to the Scottish Government's Purpose.
This plan has been circulated to members of the ScotStat Register who have expressed an interest in rural statistics.

Information on the ScotStat Consultation Network and how to register interest is available at : 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat
If you have any comments on this plan,  please get in touch with:


Ellie MacKay

Assistant Statistician


Rural Economy

Rural and Environment Analytical Services (REAS)


Room 1-A, Pentland House, 47 Robb's Loan, Edinburgh, EH14 1TY


E-mail: Elspeth.MacKay@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
        Tel: 0131 244 4650
SURVEY AND PUBLICATIONS
The Rural Economy branch extracts, compiles and analyses information from other sources in order to focus on the rural perspective. We are not responsible for the collection of any primary data. However, we have the responsibility to ensure that data collected by the Scottish Government incorporates the Urban Rural dimension. 

The Rural Scotland Key Facts is an annual publication that provides statistics on the Scottish people and communities, services and lifestyle and economy and enterprise; all from a rural perspective based on the Scottish Government Urban Rural Classification. In this publication, we compare remote rural and accessible rural areas with the rest of Scotland. The statistics presented come from a number of surveys, publications and Government bodies including the Scottish Household Survey, the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation, the General Register Office for Scotland, etc. The information we present is updated on an annual basis to reflect what information is available on a small area basis and comments on this are welcome. The 2007 version can be found at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/11/02154950/0. 
Key statistics on rural communities are included within the high level summary of statistics trends. As the rural perspective is a cross-cutting issue which relates to many areas, reference to rural areas may be found throughout the high level summary. The complete document can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/06/20135022/0. 

Specific focus on rural issues are available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Agriculture-Fisheries and http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare. 
National Performance Framework & Government Purpose

A key task for 2008/09 is to explore the scope for a set of rural Key Performance Indicators (KPI) in support of the Scottish Government’s  National Performance Framework and  Economic Strategy and to monitor progress towards the Scottish Government’s objectives. A scoping study will be published late in 2008.
Support of Policy making and delivery 
The rural economy team works closely with other professionals within Rural and Environment Analytical Services, and with external contractors commissioned to carry out evaluation and analysis, in support of rural policy making and delivery. 
We aim to ensure that the statistics we collect allow for the rural dimension to be reflected in policy making across the Scottish Government eg. Housing, poverty, economy. 

During 2008/09, we will be involved in providing analysis in support of a range of policy areas, including the Scottish Rural Development Programme and Rural Poverty.
Developments in statistics and analysis to support policy making and delivery

During 2008/09 we will be looking into what additional/alternative sources would allow for further analysis regarding rural communities. For example, there are a number of longitudinal sources that may be of use over the next few years. 
We shall take steps to improve understanding and use of relevant statistics by those responsible for developing and delivering policy in the Scottish Government. This should involve briefing on new publications or through occasional notes collating statistics (e.g. poverty, rural labour markets). 
To better understand how the urban rural perspective is currently being used across the Scottish Government, Rural and Environment Analytical Services will take the lead in developing a small research project on the use of the SG urban rural classification in evidence and policy.  This will be a desk based study aiming to take stock of what we know about use of the classification and issues associated.
Following the publication of the Rural Scotland Key Facts 2008 we intend to work with internal stakeholders to flag up any gaps. The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) will be updated in 2009. The figures using this source in the Rural Scotland Key Facts will then be able to be updated for the first time since the release of the SIMD 2006. There are also alternative sources for specific tables which we will be comparing for quality: for example comparing the Annual Population Survey and the Scottish Household Survey. 
The analysis that the rural economy team is carrying out on areas including poverty and housing, will be used to inform policy. 
Developing methods, expertise, skills and quality

The Scottish Government Urban Rural Classification 2007/2008, which is due to be published 7th August, uses the same methodology as the previous version. This publication will be updated in 2010 with the 2009/2010 version that will use updated road networks and drive times. All statistics for 2007 or 2008 that were previously analysed using the 2005/06 version will now have the 2007/08 version applied to them.
The addition of GIS skills within the team has enhanced our ability to carry out and graphically present analysis of Rural Statistics. We also work closely with the GI-SAT to ensure quality assurance.
Improving dissemination and increasing engagement with external interests 

A Statistical News Release is issued alerting stakeholders, the public and media to the release of the publication Rural Scotland Key Facts.  In future an e-mail alert will also be sent to all those who have registered an interest in rural issues on the ScotStat Register.

Hard copies of the publication are delivered to various internal and external stakeholders including those in rural policy colleagues, local authorities, the rural council, rural partnerships and other Government bodies.

Following the 2008 publication we intend to engage with stakeholders on the content of future Rural Scotland Key Facts to identify gaps.

In 2008/09 the rural economy team will also investigate how to better promote use and understanding of rural statistics, including KPI. For example, at ScotStat Meetings and through the recently established Rural Development Council. 
Outcome Agreements and stats in broader public sector

As noted earlier the rural economy team collects no data itself.  Other directorates are important providers of statistics that include an urban rural breakdown.  As such we will be working with these other parts of the SG to discuss what information might be relevant to local authorities in relation to their local outcome agreements.

Inter Administration Issues

As different Urban Rural classification systems are used in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, it is important that we maintain communication with the rest of the UK regarding the awareness and technicalities of each system. We are responsible for reporting to the European Commission and therefore maintain communications with them, particularly with respect to the Rural Development Programme. 
STATISTICS REFORM
Statistics Reform is a programme of work in Scotland with the key aims to enhance the quality of and improve public confidence in Scottish Official Statistics.

In 2008 the Rural Scotland Key Facts will be published as a National Statistics Publication for the first time. In 2008/09 we plan to engage with stakeholders to identify how best this publication can help inform government decision making and public understanding. We will balance these priorities against other demands, in particular meeting the monitoring requirements of the EC. 

Following the introduction of the Statistics & Registration Service Act, the rural team will undertake work in preparation for the UK Statistics Authority's Assessment Process, which has been set up to provide independent scrutiny of official statistics. We will also contribute to  corporate Scottish Government statistical developments to meet the aims of Statistics Reform.
More information on Statistics Reform and the Statistics & Registration Service Act is available at :

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/StatisticsReform

