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Welcome

Welcome to the first newsletter from the Community Care Statistics Team in the Scottish Government.  It was agreed at the last (and it was the last!) Social Work Statistics Liaison Group (SWSLG) meeting that we would issue a regular newsletter to keep everyone up-to-date with what is happening regarding the community care surveys and related work areas.

SWSLG

The SWSLG meeting on the 5th March in Dundee was the last meeting of the group …. so farewell to SWSLG.  The group has achieved a lot over the years but recent developments have meant that much of it’s remit has been taken over by other working groups leaving the main focus of SWSLG to be the community care surveys.  It was felt that much of the survey information could be better conveyed by email and through the internet, ensuring that all Local Authorities are aware of developments.  We would also like to set up a forum to enable some debate and discussion.
SCOTSTAT

ScotStat is a network for users and providers of Scottish Official statistics. It aims to improve communication amongst those interested in particular statistics and facilitate the setting up of working groups on specific statistical issues.  There is a SCOTSTAT Health and Care Group and this covers issues relating to Community Care Statistics.  With the demise of the SWSLG group we are looking to increase the “care” membership on the SCOTSTAT group and are currently looking for two new members.  Richard Freeman emailed  on the 6th March asking for nominations.  If you have any nominations then please return them to Richard ( RFreeman@pkc.gov.uk ) by the 11th April.
Scottish Government Statistical Requirements 2008

On the 17th March 2008, we issued a letter to Directors of Social Work, copied to all survey contacts regarding all the surveys we will be carrying out in 2008.  This letter includes our publication schedule and deadlines for each of the surveys.
Day Care

There was a sharp intake of breath and a silent cheer at the last SWSLG meeting when we announced that we will NOT be running the Day Care Census this year or in future.  We receive very little in requests for Day Care information and have decided that in future we will only gather some basic data via the quarterly return.  We are also exploring the possibility of using the Care Commission annual return to provide some information on day care services.

Home Care

We issued an email on the 26th February with the following guidance regarding the survey week for Home Care this year.

Our main priorities in choosing the week for this survey are:

· The survey week used for the H1 form should be the same as the week used for the Audit Scotland SPI.  Both of these data collections use the same definitions, the same survey week and should provide the same figures.

· The survey week should be a ‘typical’ week for this time of year.  Therefore the weeks including Good Friday and Easter Monday should be avoided as a reduced service is likely to take place over the bank holiday weekend.

We have discussed with Alec Taylor at Audit Scotland and we have agreed that the survey week for Home Care should be the first week in April, that is, the week which includes Wednesday 2nd April.

We have worded it this way as we are happy for some flexibility around the weekends  e.g. if your normal reporting week begins on a Sunday then you would use the week Sunday 30th March to Saturday 5th April.

Direct Payments

Our direct payments survey is now entitled self-directed care as requested by our policy team.  The term “direct payments” focused on a system of delivery rather than the outcomes for individuals which the term “self-directed care” suggests.   The two terms are used interchangeably but our statistics release next year will use the term self-directed care.
We have also included a couple of new codes in the survey this year, asking about housing and housing support.

The questions affected (changes in red) are:

Contributors to the Total Care Package? 

Social work

Housing

ILF

Health

Client contributions

Other e.g. Other DWP benefit monies
Type of Direct Payment Provision 

Personal care

Health care

Domestic tasks

Housing support 

Social/educational/recreational activities

Equipment and temporary adaptations

Respite
Other e.g. Employment support
Quarterly Survey
We have revised the guidance for our quarterly survey following user feedback at our meeting in Inverness last year.  This was issued with the Scottish Government Statistical Requirements letter on the 17th March and we will be issuing each Local Authority with a spreadsheet containing data for each quarter up to December 2007.

The deadlines for the quarterly survey this year are:

Jan-March 2008

27th May 2008

Apr-June 2008

2nd September 2008

July-Sept 2008

18th November 2008

Oct-Dec 2008

3rd March 2008

Publications
On the 25th March 2008 we are publishing on our website “The Same as You? – Adults with Learning Disabilities 2007” and an update to the “quarterly data” showing trends up to the Oct-Dec 2007 quarter.

Our future publication schedule is as follows:

Free Personal and Nursing Care 
June 2008

Mental Health Officers

August 2008

Self-Directed Care


September 2008

Registered Blind & Partially sighted
October 2008

Care Homes


October 2008

Home Care Services

November 2008

Adults with Learning Disabilities
February 2009

Useful Links

Our website

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health
Publications

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/Publications
More detailed analysis by client group or service 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/Data
Survey forms for 2008

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/DataSupplier
SCOTSTAT

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat/
SCOTSTAT Health and Care Group

http://www.isdscotland.org/isd/3345.html
If you have any items you would like to see in future newsletters, then please let us know.

You can contact us at:

Julie Rintoul

0131 244 5366

Ellen Lynch

0131 244 4093

Steven Gillespie
0131 244 3777

Isobel Glen

0131 244 3769

Email: Swstat@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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