
Questions and Answers from Scottish Government Annual Statistics Stakeholder Conference on 4 October 2007
This document shows the questions which were raised by delegates at the Scottish Government’s Annual Stakeholder Conference and the answers which were given by the speakers.
ScotStat – Chief Statistician’s speech
Q – How will you know whether you have succeeded?
A – Extent to which ScotStat is picking up interest is a measure.  Like to see topic based activities with greater engagement.

As to whether we meet needs and gain public trust, stakeholders will tell us.
Same Q – Would like to see lively debate on issues.

Q – Re-structured access of statistics.  Statistics provision seems to be a one way process.
A – In the past we have produced publications, some of which were on the web.  General information, there are summary trends available.
We need to move forward if people genuinely want access to raw data. In the future it is increasingly important to get to the information to the people who need it.  Need to look at flow of information and statistics – not just government statistics – and how do we push up standards.

Q – Have you 3 key statistics issues that Parliamentarians could debate?

A – 1st issue is governance of statistics.  Noticeable that MSP spent far less time on this issue than UK ministers did.
A members debate cleared the house.  Not an issue that would be debated given Parliament’s role in the integrity of statistics, this is disappointing.

2nd issue – can Parliament inform the debate?

Presentation 1 by Sandy Stewart and Karen Turner on Measuring the Sustainable Economy in Scotland
Q - Intrigued by process of  making decision about which indicators are best.
A – On the economic side – Eurostat etc set out standards ESTAT that provide guidance on International standards for Nations.  Scotland is not covered by the Act and therefore can do its own thing.  Adopt international standard where possible.

If we want UK perspective ONS was invited to join decision making group.

On environmental side, when talking about quality life/happiness etc – you must speak to people.
Pick out what is important to Scotland’s people.

Q – Deep challenges in what was being proposed – conflicting views – quality of life can be improved by a holiday abroad but this works against climate change.
Resolutions through the political process is challenging.  Any thoughts?

A – Karen – In principle everything needs to take place with restrictions.  Current voters elect a government to effect policies for future generations.
Q – lot of experience in economy but ‘well being’ is important – should we have ScotStat group for well – being?
A – Yes – talked about before – show of hands – 6 or so 

 - Relative poverty

 - Absolute poverty
Q – what else in basket – air?
A – not an expert on pollution but some are local area pollutants, what about carbon offsetting – how can we be sure we are really being effective?  There is an element of smugness now and this may encourage people to take more flights if they think they are effectively off setting their carbon foot print.
Presentation 2 by Cecilia Macintyre and Helena Scott on Measuring Scotland’s Ageing Population
Q –  Why 40 odds poorer life expectancy ?
A – It’s an observation that they have made over time.   Death rates are low for these young groups.  It feeds into projection but maybe not widely shared with other departments.  Highlighted that is an area which requires further dissemination.
Q – Re: shelved research.

Any ideas for disseminating? 
Any worth to  our community?
A – Find and build bridges – more working groups and allow application of knowledge.

Use data to encourage positive attitudes.

Use data in a different way.

Using statistics is critical but it is about turning  it around.

Are we effective at what we do?

Do we understand what we do?

What will improve understanding and practice – Who can help?

Knowing where to get data & how to skilfully use it.

Data manipulation can effect policy badly.

There can be synergy when statistics are skilfully and effectively used.

Plea

Open sharing of data

Help us understand it.

Users sometime ask ‘What will you do with my data?

Why does research get shelved?

Potential to look at old research as it can be very useful even if has not been published.
Q – Any chance of population projections at local authority level?
A – Invested in new software, flexible re establishing  - it works with an academic who maybe able to provide at small area level

Q – Regard ONS quality review, any more detail on it?
A – It was a quality review for 5 years – group set up to look at specific recommendations – one area that was fundamental was migration – how likely will people stay – the migration task force  - was inter departmental

Picked out potentially valuable – (mainly administration) data – picked out main development which related to next census. Make port surveys bigger and better – 10-12 years timescale.

ONS bid to tackle this  - working on use of administrative sources.

Presentation 3 by John Fraser on Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics – Small Area Statistics
Q – What is the profile of users?
A – Local authorities, academics

Q – Perfect fit and best fit

A – Old Wards

Best fix matrix – paper by John Fraser – generalised

‘not good fit’ or localised ‘not good fit’

Presentation 3 by Coryn Barclay on Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics – Small Area Statistics

Q – Who uses Coryn’s Fife website?
Where community involved in Fife data set

A – If data can be loaded into system, available to all.

No barriers to site usage - 140 registered users – core users

Change over time

Comparison – good to get context
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