
11th MEETING OF THE SCOTSTAT BOARD – 22 AUGUST 2007
MINUTE OF THE MAIN POINTS FROM THE MEETING

Present 

Rob Wishart (Chair) 

Claire Crowley – SE: Office of the Chief Economic Adviser (Minutes)

Stewart Ashworth - Quality Meat Scotland (Agriculture)

Jenny Boag – Falkirk Council (Population & Migration)

Charles Brown – SE: Office of the Chief Statistician
Alan Campbell - Aberdeenshire Council (Built Environment)

David Connolly - MVA (Transport & Travel)

Marina Curran – SE: Office of the Chief Statistician

Rhona Jack – On behalf of Mary Sweetland – Information Services Division (ISD)

Ed Mackey – Scottish Natural Heritage  (Natural Environment Statistics Advisory  

                       Committee)
Susan McVie – Scottish Centre for Crime & Justice Studies (Crime & Justice)

Chris Mitchell – Fife Council (Neighbourhood Statistics)

Ian Sanderson – SE: Office of the Permanent Secretary (Analytical Services Group)

Peter Scrimgeour – General Register Office for Scotland (Population & Migration)

Sandy Stewart – SE: Office of the Chief Economic Adviser
Apologies 

Hervey Gibson - Cogent Strategies (Economy)

Gillian Raab - Royal Statistical Society 

Mary Sweetland - Information Services Division (ISD)

Simon Wakefield - Scottish Parliament

Pete Whitehouse - SE: Education Department (Education & Training)

1.  Welcome & introductions

Rob Wishart opened the meeting and thanked everybody for attending.  Apologies and brief introductions followed.

2.  Matters Arising

The minutes of the previous meeting of 1st February were discussed and progress with action points clarified as follows:

Action Point 1: Susan McVie has prepared a paper on the barriers that exist to developing quantitative capacity across Scotland, which is available in draft form on the ESRC website. Comments are invited. Publication of the paper has been awaiting a call for nodes (this has now closed), a bid was put in for a Scottish node.
Action Point 2: Done.
Action Point 3: Done.

Action Point 4: Done.

No other matters were arising from the previous minutes.

3. Statistics Reform – update and discussion (Papers A & B)
Marina Curran provided an update on recent developments in the Statistics Reform programme. This covered the outcomes of the Bill debates, matters relating to the new Administration, the roles of the Statistics Board, the parliament and the Scotstat Board, and the Statistics Reform working groups.
The Statistics Board has recently seen the appointment of Sir Michael Scholar as Chair designate. Discussions arose regarding potential opportunities for Scotstat Board members to meet him. As he has already been invited to the Annual Statistics Stakeholder Conference in October there may be the opportunity then.
Action Point 1 – If Sir Michael Scholar cannot attend the Annual Statistics Stakeholder Conference in October, Rob Wishart will invite him or the “Scottish” non-executive member to the next ScotStat  Board meeting.
The Statistics Board is now looking to appoint non-executive members. It is not known at this stage what the salary will be, but the role may require 2-3 days involvement per month. The ScotStat Board members were invited to suggest names for potential candidates to be encouraged to apply for the role of the “Scottish” non-executive member. OCS are looking to put four names forward for encouragement.
Action Point 2 – ScotStat Board members to put forward to Rob Wishart the names of any potential candidates they know who should be encouraged to apply for this role.

Adverts for non-executive member roles will likely be posted in late September. ScotStat Board members indicated that they would wish to have a say in the wording, with the emphasis being on getting a user’s perspective, e.g. from the stakeholder or policy side of statistics.
Action Point 3 – Rob Wishart to put together a list of requirements for the advert and put to the Statistics Board and the Ministers what ScotStat are keen to see in terms of Board members, i.e. stronger emphasis on the user/stakeholder/policy side. 
The ScotStat Board discussed what else could be done to increase the Scottish element on the Statistics Board. The options include having a Scottish committee of the board, or having a devolved administration committee. The group agreed that they would not wish this to result in having just one representative looking at the Scottish issues and the rest of the Board looking the UK issues. They would want the whole of the board to have an understanding of the Scottish issues.

Other discussions on this matter included the issue of comparability between Scottish and rest of UK statistics. Rob Wishart stated his intention for more work to be done with colleagues in the other devolved administrations to address the situation.
ONS are currently setting up the External Advisory Group to prepare for the new system, which will be chaired by the National Statistician and comprise senior representatives from stakeholder groups. ScotStat Board members were invited to suggest a user representative from Scotland for this group. Some members suggested that Rob Wishart would be the most appropriate, but he and other members expressed that it would be preferable to have a representative from the “user” side (although the argument for Rob Wishart was that as Chair of ScotStat he is representing the user side). It was then suggested that Rob Wishart could be the main liaison for this group, seeking user representation from the relevant ScotStat member on a case by case basis. Rob said that he would be happy to do this but would still prefer having one person representing the user’s point of view. He agreed to find out more about the group such as the remit and frequency of meetings etc.
Action Point 4 – Rob Wishart to find out more information on the role of the External Advisory Group and relay to ScotStat Board.

Action Point 5 – ScotStat Board members to consider a suitable user representative from Scotland for the External Advisory Group and put forward to Rob Wishart.

Charles Brown presented a paper to the group giving an overview of a proposed planning process to improve consultation on the scope of official statistics produced in Scotland. Charles asked the group for views on the best ways to consult externally.  The group was broadly comfortable with what was being proposed, and it will be for the Scottish Executive to decide how best to balance internal and external priorities. The group was informed that the Scottish Executive ultimately decides the priorities but the ScotStat committees can express a view.
4. Update on Atkinson Review (Presentation)

Sandy Stewart gave a progress report on the Atkinson Review work, which aims to improve the measurement of public sector output and productivity, recognising the importance of the quality of the outputs. The key points from the presentation were as follows:
· Significant methodological improvements are to be introduced in October

· Greater transparency

· Improved coherence with UK methods

· Greater scope for future improvements

· It is too early to gauge the full impact

· Full results in October and further work is to be done in due course

The change in methodology for each sector was described. It was pointed out that the Review is a dynamic process and methods will continue to develop.

5. Update on GROS Census consultation activities (Presentation)

Peter Scrimgeour described the progress of the 2011 Census to date and future timescales, and reported on the findings of the questionnaire consultation. The questions which gained strong support were on: qualifications, industry, limiting long term illness and language. The questions which gained very little support were on religion of upbringing and citizenship. Other matters covered by the consultation were regarding the number of pages to have for the questionnaire, having the questionnaire in other languages, particularly Gaelic, and having it available on-line. These were discussed briefly by the group.

6. Review of ScotStat and the website re-design – update and discussion (Paper C)

Charles Brown provided a progress update on restructuring the ScotStat framework and website, which is running in parallel with the Statistics Reform work programme. The main aims of the restructure are: i) to raise awareness of the growing importance of external stakeholder engagement; ii) to re-design the ScotStat web-site so it becomes the public facing repository of most external stakeholder engagement activity; and iii) to link as much external stakeholder engagement as possible to ScotStat to provide a central focus, at least for Statistician Group.   

An OCS led re-development of the ScotStat web-site is underway.  The website will move away from a Committee based structure to a topic based structure and will be integrated into the existing SE statistics web-site

OCS aim to finalise the new web-site by the 4 October in time to launch it at the first Annual Statistics Stakeholder Conference (see next item).  However, this timetable may not be achievable if requirements for the re-design are technically complex and resource heavy.  

Board members were invited to comment on this work and on the interim summary report of consultation responses provided at Annex A of Paper C.

7. Update on Annual Statistics User Conference 2007 (Paper D)

Charles Brown provided a brief update on the plans for the Scottish Executive’s first Annual Statistics Stakeholder Conference, which is being organised by the ScotStat Board Support Group (SBSG). It is being held on 4 October 2007 at the George Hotel in Edinburgh. Charles relayed the aims and arrangements for the day and discussed the invitation list, which is intended to include a diverse range of stakeholders who, where possible to identify, are not currently engaged with ScotStat, as well as all of the ScotStat Board members. Board members were invited to suggest any nominees whom they think would benefit from the event.

Action Point 6 – Board members are asked to note the date of the event for their calendars and to provide Charles Brown with any nominees they think would benefit from attending the event (charles.brown@scotland.gsi.gov.uk). Two nominees per Board member only. 
Action Point 7 – Charles Brown to find out whether Knowledge Management have been included in the invite list – if not then they could be nominated.
The draft agenda for the conference was discussed and some changes to the order of items and workshop topics were suggested. The group was asked for their thoughts on the role of the Board members at the event.

Action Point 8 – Board members to provide Charles Brown with their thoughts on what their role should be at the User Conference.
8. AOB

Nil

9. Date of next meeting

The Board agreed to meet again in February 2008.

Action Point 9 – OCS to circulate proposed dates for the next meeting.
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