
CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER 2006-07 STATISTICAL RETURN
NOTES FOR COMPLETION

Please refer to these notes when completing the CLAS 2006-07 Return, which will be emailed to you as an Excel file during March 2007. Data should only be entered in the white cells: others will be calculated automatically.

Please check the validation cells in columns U and V do not contain any warnings before returning the form. This will save us returning the data to you later for corrections and help us meet our publication date.
If you have any queries contact Sara Grainger on 0131 2440314 or sara.grainger@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.
Completed forms should be returned electronically to angus.macdonald@scotland.gsi.gov.uk by Friday 31st August 2007. Any data not received by this date will not be included in the 2006-07 publication.
Children not to be included anywhere in this return
Children falling under the following categories should not be counted:

a) Children who are the responsibility of another local authority, i.e. other than the one completing this CLAS form. Only the local authority responsible for the looked after child should record the child on this form, even where the child is placed in another local authority area.  (This includes situations where, for some reason, the child has been placed in accommodation in another local authority area).
b) Children with special difficulties or needs but who are not receiving respite care for a continuous period of more than 24 hours away from home.
c) Children staying overnight in a residential school who are not looked after e.g. children staying for reasons of travelling distance only, children who are attending residential school for reasons which are solely educational.

SCOTTISH CANDIDATE NUMBERS OF ALL CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER AS AT 31ST MARCH 2007

This is asked for in a separate sheet from the rest of the CLAS form but should be completed and returned alongside the rest.

Please provide the Scottish Candidate Number for all children who were looked after as at 31st March 2007 who are school age. Note that this is unrelated to question 21 about Care Leavers and is unrelated to the separate service we are offering to help you with your Audit Scotland PI.
Part 1: Children looked after at 31st March 2007
Children are looked after by local authorities when they are:
a) provided with accommodation under section 25, or

b) subject to a supervision requirement from a children’s hearing, or

c) subject to an order, authorisation or warrant according to which they have responsibilities under chapter 2, 3 or 4 of Part II of the Act.  This may include a child protection order, a child assessment order, an authorisation from a justice of the peace to a place of safety, removal to a place of safety by a police constable, warrants to keep a child in a place of safety made by a children’s hearing or sheriff and a parental responsibilities order which gives the local authority responsibilities towards the child.

Part 1 should include children who come into any of the three categories on 31st March 2007, with the exception of children provided with accommodation under section 25 for the purposes of respite only. 
Young people who had ceased to be looked after but were receiving aftercare services as at 31st March 2007 should NOT be included in Part 1.
Table 1: Children looked after at 31st March 2007 – Age group and gender

Age should be understood as the child’s age on 31st March 2007.

Table 2:  Children looked after at 31st March 2007 – Ethnic group

The total in this table should equal the total of Table 1.
Note that the list differs to that in the 2005-06 form.

Table 3:  Children looked after at 31st March 2007 – Disability status

The total in this table should equal the total of Table 1.
See Annex A for details. Note that the list differs to that in the 2005-06 form.

Table 4:  Children looked after at 31st March 2007 – Current (or latest) statutory reason for being looked after by length of time looked after under that statute or equivalent pre-April 1997 statute

See Annex B for details.

The total in this table should equal the total of Table 1. 

If ‘other’ is used, please provide a note of what the statute is when returning the data.
Note that “Permanence order” and “Permanence order with authority to place for adoption” have been added.
Table 5: Children looked after as at 31st March 2007 under a Parental Responsibility Order, Freed for Adoption or a Permanence Order – Age group

This is a new table. It has been added to help monitor the new legislation regarding permanence orders.

Age should be understood to be age on 31st March 2007.

Table 6: Children looked after as at 31st March 2007 under a Parental Responsibility Order, Freed for Adoption or a Permanence Order – Ethnic group

This is a new table. It has been added to help monitor the new legislation regarding permanence orders.
The total in this table should equal the total in table 5.

Table 7: Children looked after as at 31st March 2007 under a Parental Responsibility Order, Freed for Adoption or a Permanence Order – Disability status

The total in this table should equal the total in table 5.

This is a new table. It has been added to help monitor the new legislation regarding permanence orders.
Table 8: Children looked after at 31st March 2007 - Accommodation

The total in this table should equal the total of Table 1, and the age group subtotals should equal the age group subtotals in table 1.
For those children on mixed placements (for example a child attending a residential school and living with foster carers during the weekend) enter the dominant placement, i.e. the place where the child spends the most time. 
Guidance on the individual categories that can be used is as follows:

· At home with parents: at home with parent(s) or ‘relevant person(s)’ as defined in Sec. 93(2)(b) of the Children’s      (Scotland) Act 1995. If a looked after child is living with parents this category should be used regardless of what type of accommodation the parent and child are in. For example, if a child is looked after at home with parents but as at the 31st March the child and parent are both staying in a hostel, the category ‘at home with parents’ should be used and not ‘other- hostel’.

· With friends / relatives: placed with friends or relatives who are not approved foster carers.
 

· With foster carers provided by LA: placed with the local authority's own carers i.e. those whose allowances and/or fees are paid directly by the local authority
· With foster carers purchased by LA: placed with a carer who works for a voluntary or an independent fostering agency i.e. whose allowances are not paid directly by the local authority.
· With prospective adopters: with prospective adopters only.

· Other community: For example, supported accommodation, or semi-independent living. Some formal tenancy support may be available (either on site or via outreach). This includes transitional accommodation (e.g. supported hostel, trainer flats); self-contained accommodation with specialist personal assistance support (e.g. for young people with disabilities, pregnant young women and single parents); self-contained accommodation with floating support. Also includes supported lodgings (where supervisory staff or advice workers are available to provide formal advice or support); foyers and similar supported accommodation which combines the accommodation with opportunities for education, training or employment. There should be no looked after children under age 16 living in any ‘other’ kind of placement. Please specify what ‘others’ are being included.
· Local authority home: this includes local authority children’s homes and hostels.



· Voluntary home: this includes voluntary children’s homes and hostels.



· Residential school: this includes local authority residential schools, voluntary residential schools, private school and independent schools.

· Secure accommodation:  in secure accommodation

· Crisis care: this includes children who were with organisations such as Carolina House, Includem, Active Ark, Wilderness Project, Active8, ACAD, Radical. This does NOT include emergency or crisis accommodation such as women’s refuges, hostel places or emergency beds in secure care.

Table 9: Children looked after under a Parental Responsibility Order, Freed for Adoption or a Permanence Order at 31st March 2007 - Stability of placements
This is a new table. It has been added to help monitor the new legislation regarding permanence orders.
Number of placements should be all placements, including those at home, of children looked after under a Parental Responsibility Order, Freed for Adoption or a Permanence Order at 31st March 2007, since being put on that statute.

The total in this table should equal the total in table 5.

Table 10: Children looked after away from home at 31st March 2007 - Stability of placements

The total in this table should equal the total in table 5 minus the subtotal for ‘At home with parents’.
Placements at home, and planned short-term respite placements should not be included in the count of total placements.

Only placements away from home during the child’s current episode of being looked after should be counted i.e. any previous periods outwith the current “care episode” during which the child was either looked after or in care / under supervision should not be taken into account when completing this table.

Table 11: Children looked after at 31st March 2007 with a current care plan

This table should reflect the number of Looked After Children (as at 31st March 2007) who have their current care plan recorded on the documentation recognised by your local authority as the “care plan” for Looked After Children.  A care plan defined as current is one which was developed or revised during the period 1st April 2006 to 31st March 2007.

The total here should equal the in table 1 and the breakdown of those looked after home and away should equal the breakdown in table 8.
It should NOT be assumed that all young people have a current care plan just because it is local policy that they should have.
Part 2: Children starting to be looked after in 2006-07
Part 2 should include all instances of children who began an episode of being looked after between 1st April 2006 and 31st March 2007 inclusive. 

For example, if a child began to be looked after on 1st April 2006 and the episode ended on 3rd May 2006, then the child began to be looked after again on 1st March 2007, this child will be counted twice throughout this section.
Exclude those children on planned series of short term respite placements who were not otherwise looked after.
Table 12: Children starting to be looked after during 2006-07 - Age group and gender

Age should be understood as the child’s age on the date the looked after episode began. 

Table 13: Children starting to be looked after during 2006-07 - Ethnic group

The total in this table should equal the total of Table 12. Note that the list is different to that used in 2005-06.

Table 14: Children starting to be looked after during 2006-07 – Disability status
The total in this table should equal the total of Table 12.
Note that the list is different to that used in 2005-06.
Table 15: Children starting to be looked after during 2006-07 - Statutory reason for being looked after

The total in this table should equal the total of Table 12.
See Annex B for details.

Note that “Permanence order” and “Permanence order with authority to place for adoption” have been added.

If there is more than one statutory reason for the child being looked after, the first or primary reason should be given.

If a child began to be looked after on 1st April 2005 under ‘Parental Responsibilities Order’ and the episode ended on 3rd May 2005, then the child began to be looked after again on 1st March 2006 under ‘Child protection measure’, this child will have been counted twice in table 8 and 9 and in table 10 will be counted once under ‘Parental Responsibilities Order’ and once under ‘Child protection measure’.

Part 3: Children ceasing to be looked after in 2006-07
Part 3 should include all instances of children who ended an episode of being looked after between 1st April 2006 and 31st March 2007 inclusive. 

For example, if a child began to be looked after on 1st April 2006 and the episode ended on 3rd May 2006, then the child began to be looked after again on 1st March 2007 and the episode ended on 31st March 2007, this child will be counted twice throughout this section.

Exclude those children on planned series of short term respite placements who were not otherwise looked after.

Table 16: Children ceasing to be looked after during 2006-07 – Age group and gender

Age should be understood as the child’s age on the date the looked after episode ended. 
Table 17: Children ceasing to be looked after during 2006-07 – Destination on discharge, by age
Age should be understood as the child’s age on the date the looked after episode ended. 
The total in this table should equal the total of Table 16 and age subtotals should equal the age subtotals in table 16.
Guidance for the categories that can be used is as follows:

· At home with parents:  If a child is living with his/her parents this category should be used regardless of what type of accommodation the parent and child are in. For example, if a child living with parents in a hostel, the category ‘at home with parents’ should be used and not ‘other- hostel’.

· With friends / relatives: include all friends or relatives here, such as in-laws or partner, but do not include parents or previous foster carers.


· With previous foster carers: this category should be used when a child who was previously looked after by foster carers remains living with the foster carers but is no longer Looked After.              

· Adopted: only use this category for young people who have ceased to be looked after because they have been adopted.

· Transfer to another Local Authority: this is for children who move to be looked after in another local authority only, not those who cease to be looked after but move to accommodation in another local authority.

· Supported accommodation / semi-independent living:  this category should only be used for young people who ceased to be looked after at age 16 or older. It includes transitional accommodation (e.g. supported hostel, trainer flats); self-contained accommodation with specialist personal assistance support (e.g. for young people with disabilities, pregnant young women and single parents); self-contained accommodation with floating support. Also includes supported lodgings (where supervisory staff or advice workers are available to provide formal advice or support); foyers and similar supported accommodation which combines the accommodation with opportunities for education, training or employment.
· Own tenancy / independent living: this category should only be used for young people who ceased to be looked after at age 16 or older. It includes privately let accommodation as well as social housing. It may include young people receiving tenancy support.
· Homeless: defined by Section 24 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 and as amended by the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 (see annex E for details), but excludes everyone in semi-independent living as defined above. This is basically everyone living in emergency accommodation (e.g. roofless, night shelter, direct access, emergency hostel, bed and breakfast).
· Other: this may include residential accommodation for adults, deceased or prison. Please provide details for all ‘others’ given. Other may include young people in secure accommodation: Section 17 of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 defines what is meant by "looked after" and it clearly covers all children subject to a supervision requirement, or to a warrant issued by a children’s hearing. It does not cover children placed in residential establishments, whether or not in secure accommodation, by virtue of an order of a Scottish criminal court however. Children in secure accommodation from a Scottish criminal court are therefore not looked after. However if they’re there because of a decision under sections 44, 51, 208 and 216 of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 then the local authority has the same powers and duties as if they were looked after.
Table 18: Children ceasing to be looked after during 2006-07 – Last statutory reason
The total in this table should equal the total of Table 16.

See Annex B for details.
Table 19: Children ceasing to be looked after during 2006-07 – Disability status
The total in this table should equal the total of Table 16.

Table 20: Children ceasing to be looked after during 2006-07 – Age group and length of time looked after
The total in this table should equal the total of Table 16, and the age subtotals should equal the age subtotals given in table 16.

Example – Child born on 29/06/2001 During lifetime, child has been looked after during the following 3 periods:

10/02/2002 – 20/02/2002, 24/03/2005 – 10/06/2006 and 27/06/2006 – 31/03/2007
First period ended outwith the year to 31st March 2007 and should not therefore be counted in this year’s return.

Second period did end during the year to 31st March 2007 and should be recorded under age group “1-4” (as child was not quite aged 5 on ceasing to be looked after) and under time looked after “1 year to under 3 years”.

Third period also ended during the year to March 2007 and should be recorded under age group “5-11” (as child became 5 years old before they ceased to be looked after) and under time looked after “6 months to under 1 year”.

Part 4: Children ceasing to be looked after in 2006-07 who were beyond minimum school leaving age at date of ceasing to be looked after
Table 21: Academic attainment of children beyond minimum school leaving age who ceased to be looked after during 2006-07
We want to know about the qualifications of children who left care between 1st April 2006 and 31st March 2007 who were beyond school leaving age. This may include young people aged 18 or older. 
Qualifications gained by children still in care on the 31st March 2007 should not be included.

Qualifications gained by young people whose last episode of being looked after ended before 1st April 2006 should not be included.

If a child had ceased to be looked after twice during the year they should only be counted once in this table.

Include all the qualifications that the child has by 31 March 2006, rather than just those received by the time they cease to be looked after. 
Include qualifications that the child achieved in previous years, not just those they received in the current academic year.
Annex D contains a list of equivalent qualifications for the different levels of the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework. Please note that the table asks for SCQF levels, not SVQ levels, and that level 6 is higher than level 3.

A care leaver with no qualifications on 31st March 2007 should be recorded in row 1 only. 

A child with one or more subjects at SCQF Level 3, but who doesn’t have both English and Maths and no subjects at SCQF level 6 should be recorded in row 2 only. 

A child with English and Maths at SCQF level 3 should be included in rows 2 and 3 (and 4 if they also have a qualification at SCQF level 6).

A child with one or more qualifications at SCQF level 6 should be included in rows 2 and 4 (and 3 if they also have English and Maths at SCQF level 3).

Definition of school leaving age

A young person aged 16 between 1 March and 30 September is eligible to leave school on 31 May and is deemed over school leaving age. If they reach 16 between 1 October and the last day of February they cannot leave school until the beginning of their school’s Christmas holidays at which point, they are deemed over school leaving age. 

Table 22: Young people ceasing to be looked after during 2006-07 who were beyond minimum school-leaving age on date they ceased to be looked after - by age group and type of accommodation for last care placement

Age should be understood as the child’s age on the date the looked after episode ended. 
Guidance on the individual categories that can be used is as follows:

· At home with parents: at home with parent(s) or ‘relevant person(s)’ as defined in Sec. 93(2)(b) of the Children’s      (Scotland) Act 1995. If a looked after child is living with parents this category should be used regardless of what type of accommodation the parent and child are in. For example, if a child is looked after at home with parents but as at the 31st March the child and parent are both staying in a hostel, the category ‘at home with parents’ should be used and not ‘other- hostel’.

· With friends / relatives: placed with friends or relatives who are not approved foster carers.
 

· With foster carers provided by LA: placed with the local authority's own carers i.e. those whose allowances and/or fees are paid directly by the local authority

· With foster carers purchased by LA: placed with a carer who works for a voluntary or an independent fostering agency i.e. whose allowances are not paid directly by the local authority.

· With prospective adopters: with prospective adopters only.

· Other community: For example, supported accommodation, or semi-independent living. Some formal tenancy support available (either on site or via outreach). This includes transitional accommodation (e.g. supported hostel, trainer flats); self-contained accommodation with specialist personal assistance support (e.g. for young people with disabilities, pregnant young women and single parents); self-contained accommodation with floating support. Also includes supported lodgings (where supervisory staff or advice workers are available to provide formal advice or support); foyers and similar supported accommodation which combines the accommodation with opportunities for education, training or employment. There should be no looked after children under age 16 living in any ‘other’ kind of placement. Please specify what ‘others’ are being included.
· Local authority home: this includes local authority children’s homes and hostels.



· Voluntary home: this includes voluntary children’s homes and hostels.



· Residential school: this includes local authority residential schools, voluntary residential schools, private school and independent schools.

· Secure accommodation:  in secure accommodation

· Crisis care: this includes children who were with organisations such as Carolina House, Includem, Active Ark, Wilderness Project, Active8, ACAD, Radical. This does NOT include emergency or crisis accommodation such as women’s refuges or emergency beds in secure care.

Table 23: Young people ceasing to be looked after during 2006-07 who were beyond minimum school-leaving age on date they cease to be looked after - with a pathway plan, and with a nominated pathway co-ordinator
The total of this table should equal the total of table 21.
Where a young person chooses to not stay in touch, they should be counted as having a pathway plan/co-ordinator if this was set up prior to them leaving care.

A Pathway Plan should either be the LAC materials or include at least the following sections: Lifestyle; Family and Friends; Health and Well Being; Learning and Work; Where I Live; Money; and Rights and Legal Issues. A regular reviewing mechanism should also be built into the Plan. See chapter 6 of young people leaving care (Scotland) regulations 2005 guidance for more detailed definition. 

A Pathway co-ordinator need not be an officer of the local authority but the responsible authority will want to ensure that the co-ordinator is a suitable and capable person. They will provide advice and support to the young person on any throughcare and aftercare issues the young person raises. The co-ordinator should be responsible for ensuring that the young person’s pathway views have been sought and taken into account when producing the pathway assessment and plan. The pathway co-ordinator will also be charged with co-ordinating the provision of services identified in the pathway plan.  They should have an identified role in the co-ordination of the throughcare and aftercare plan. They should provide ongoing support to the young person and ensure that the action points in the throughcare and aftercare plan are taken forward. See chapter 7 of young people leaving care (Scotland) regulations 2005 guidance for more detailed definition.

Part 5: Children receiving aftercare services in 2006-07
Section 5 should include all young people receiving aftercare support. That is, all compulsorily supported persons and all discretionarily supported persons, the definitions of which are:

compulsorily supported person: a young person to whom the local authority has a duty to provide support and assistance under section 29(1) of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995, that is a young person who has ceased to be looked after over school leaving age but who is under 19 years of age.

discretionarily supported person: a young person to whom a local authority has agreed to provide support and assistance to in terms of section 29(2) of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995, that is a prospective supported person the authority has agreed to support.
Table 24: Young people receiving aftercare services - by age and type of accommodation on 31st March 2007
Age should be understood as the young person’s age on the 31st March 2007. 
Type of accommodation is also that on the 31st March 2007, the definitions are as follows: 
· At home with parents:  If a child is living with his/her parents this category should be used regardless of what type of accommodation the parent and child are in. For example, if a child living with parents in a hostel, the category ‘at home with parents’ should be used and not ‘other- hostel’. Include adoptive parents here.
· With friends / relatives: include all friends or relatives here, such as in-laws or partner, but do not include parents or previous foster carers.


· With previous foster carers: this category should be used when a child who was previously looked after by foster carers remains living with the foster carers but is no longer Looked After.              

· Supported accommodation / semi-independent living: this includes transitional accommodation (e.g. supported hostel, trainer flats); self-contained accommodation with specialist personal assistance support (e.g. for young people with disabilities, pregnant young women and single parents); self-contained accommodation with floating support. Also includes supported lodgings (where supervisory staff or advice workers are available to provide formal advice or support); foyers and similar supported accommodation which combines the accommodation with opportunities for education, training or employment.
· Own tenancy / independent living: this includes privately let accommodation as well as social housing. It may include young people receiving tenancy support.

· Homeless: defined by Section 24 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 and as amended by the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 (see annex E for details), but excludes everyone in semi-independent living as defined above. This is basically everyone living in emergency accommodation (e.g. roofless, night shelter, direct access, emergency hostel, bed and breakfast).
· Other: this may include residential accommodation for adults, deceased or prison. Please provide details for all ‘others’ given. Other may include young people in secure accommodation: Section 17 of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 defines what is meant by "looked after" and it clearly covers all children subject to a supervision requirement, or to a warrant issued by a children’s hearing. It does not cover children placed in residential establishments, whether or not in secure accommodation, by virtue of an order of a Scottish criminal court however. Children in secure accommodation from a Scottish criminal court are therefore not looked after. However if they’re there because of a decision under sections 44, 51, 208 and 216 of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 then the local authority has the same powers and duties as if they were looked after.
· Don’t know: this is where the local authority is still in contact with the young person but their accommodation is unknown.

· No longer in touch: this is where the local authority is no longer in touch with the young person. This may be by mutual consent, or because the young person has disappeared.

Table 25: Young people receiving aftercare services - by age and economic activity on 31st March 2007
The total of this table should equal the total in table 24, and the age subtotals should equal the age subtotals in table 24.

Local authorities should liaise with Careers Scotland who may be able to supply the necessary information to collect this. The definitions below also include a mapping of Careers Scotland economic activity categories:
· Higher education: (i.e. studies beyond advanced higher) - This includes degrees, diplomas in higher education, teaching and nursing qualifications, HNDs, ONDs, and BTEC. For the purpose of this request this includes either full-time or part-time study if it is considered the main activity. The educational course does not have to be residential. This definition translates to the Careers Scotland activity category: Higher Education
· Education other than higher education: This means all other education not covered by higher education. This again includes either full-time or part-time study if it is considered the main activity and the educational course does not have to be residential. This definition translates to the Careers Scotland activity categories: Education, Independent school, Maintained school, Further Education
· Training or employment: ‘Training’ includes government-supported training, including Youth Training (Skill seekers), New Deal, Training for Work, and National Traineeships. ‘Employment’ includes paid employment, self-employment, and voluntary unpaid work. This includes both full-time and part-time training or employment, if it is considered the main activity. This definition translates to the Careers Scotland activity categories: employed full time, employed part time, Get Ready for Work, Modern Apprenticeship, New Deal, Self-employed, Skill seekers employee, Skill seekers trainee, Training for work.   

· Not in education, employment or training, because of short term illness: Refers to young people who on 31 March 2007 is unable to work/study due to an illness which has lasted less than a year and which is unlikely to last for more than a year.

· Not in education, employment or training, because of long term illness or disability: Refers to young people who on 31 March 2007 is unable to work/study due to an illness or disability which has lasted more than a year or which is likely to last for more than a year.

· Not in education, employment or training: looking after family: Refers to young people who on 31 March 2005 is unable to work/study due to pregnancy, or because they are parents or carers.
· Not in education, employment or training: other circumstances: Refers to young people where there is still contact with the young persons and their economic activity is known but they are not in education employment or training for any reason other than those given above.

· Don’t know is where there is contact with the young person, but their economic activity is not known.

· No longer in contact is where you are no longer in contact with the young person and expect this state to continue. This may be by mutual consent with the young person or that they have disappeared.

Table 26: Young people receiving aftercare services - by gender and economic activity on 31st March 2007
The total of this table should equal the totals in table 24, and the economic activity subtotals should equal the subtotals in table 25.

Table 27: Young people receiving aftercare services - by disability status and economic activity on 31st March 2007
The total of this table should equal the totals in table 24, and the economic activity subtotals should equal the subtotals in table 25.
Table 28: Young people receiving aftercare services - by ethnic group and economic activity on 31st March 2007
The total of this table should equal the totals in table 24, and the economic activity subtotals should equal the subtotals in table 25.
Table 29: Young people receiving aftercare –homelessness 

Include in this table all young people who left care beyond minimum school leaving age and are still eligible to receive aftercare services from your authority. The columns refer to the period that the young person ceased to be looked after, not the period in which the episode of homelessness occurred. Each young person receiving aftercare should be included once and once only in the table – in the column relating to the year in which they ceased to be looked after and in the row relating to their homelessness experience.
If a young person ceased to be looked after more than once, include them in the column for the date that they last ceased to be looked after.
Definition of homelessness is given in Annex D. Include any episodes of homelessness since leaving care – not just those that have occurred since 1st April 2006.

“Don’t know” is where there is contact with the young person, but whether there has been a spell of homelessness is not known.

“No longer in contact” is where you are no longer in contact with the young person and expect this state to continue. This may be by mutual consent with the young person or that they have disappeared.

Part 6: Children looked after in a current planned series of short term placements as at 31st March 2007
Where, for the purposes of respite, a child stays away from home for a continuous period of more than 24 hours, he or she is being provided with accommodation and the local authority has additional duties towards him or her as a child who is looked after by them.

In order to safeguard and promote the welfare of children while they are placed for respite away from their own homes, a series of short planned placements which include overnight stays may be treated as a single placement for the purposes of the Arrangements to Look After Children (Scotland) Regulations 1996 and associated requirements for planning and review.  This is provided:-

a) all the placements occur within a period which does not exceed one year, and

b) no single placement is of more than 4 weeks in duration, and

c)   the total duration of the placements does not exceed 120 days.
NOTE: Children already recorded in Parts 1, 2, 3 or 4 should not be included in Part 5.
ANNEX A

DISABILITY

Specific learning difficulties
Difficulties in reading, writing, spelling or manipulating numbers, which are not typical of the person’s general level of performance, and are not simply a consequence of a lack of opportunity to learn.  The difficulties are not due to any form of acquired brain trauma or disease.  Includes dyslexia and dyscalculia, but excludes dyspraxia.

Dyslexia is the most common Specific Learning Difficulty.  Dyslexia causes difficulties in reading, writing and spelling. Short-term memory, concentration, personal organisation and sequencing may also be affected.  There may be difficulties in remembering sequences of words or actions, mispronunciation of common words and the reversing of letters and sounds in words.  There may also be poor reading comprehension, handwriting and punctuation and evident frustration with reading.

People with dyscalculia have difficulty with numbers and remembering mathematical facts as well as performing mathematical operations.  Pupils may have difficulties with abstract concepts of time and direction, recalling schedules, and sequences of events as well as difficulties with mathematical concepts, rules, formulas, and basic addition, subtraction, multiplication and division
Mental Health problem
Children who have been diagnosed as suffering from a psychiatric illness.

Autistic spectrum disorder

Autistic Spectrum Disorders are characterised by the triad of

impairments which are:

· Social interaction – difficulty with social relationships, for example, appearing aloof and indifferent to other people.

· Social communication – difficulty with verbal and non-verbal communication, for example not fully understanding the meaning of common gestures, facial expressions or tone of voice.

· Imagination – difficulty in the development of interpersonal play and imagination, for example having a limited range of imaginative activities, possibly copied and pursued rigidly and repetitively.

This includes Asperger’s Syndrome.

Hearing impairment

Children are regarded as having a hearing impairment if they require either adaptations to their environment and/or support through hearing aids in order to participate in day to day activities

Language and communication disorder

Children with specific developmental disorders in which their ability to use expressive spoken language, and/or understand language is below what is appropriate their general level of cognitive functioning. Their difficulty is in understanding and/or making others understand information conveyed through language. Acquisition of speech and/or oral language skills is noticeably behind their peers and their speech may be poor or unintelligible.

Children with language disorders find it hard to understand and/or use words in context.  They may use words wrongly with inappropriate grammatical patterns, have a reduced vocabulary or find it hard to express ideas.  They may also hear or see a word but not be able to understand its meaning or have trouble getting others to understand what they are trying to communicate.

Includes developmental dysphasia or aphasia, and acquired aphasia with epilepsy.  Excludes specific learning difficulties, learning disability, sensory impairments, and speech mechanism impairments.

Physical or motor impairment

Physical disabilities have many causes in chronic illness, accidents, and impaired function of the nervous system, which, in particular physical or social environments, results in difficulties in mobility, hand function, personal care, other physical activities, communication, and participation.  Not all children and young people with physical and motor impairments will have learning difficulties.
This includes epilepsy, and spina bifida.
Visual impairment

Visual impairment refers to a range of difficulties from minor impairment through to blindness.  Children are considered to be visually impaired if they require either adaptations to their environment and/or physical support through the provision of vision aids in order to participate in day to day activities.

Social, emotional and behavioural difficulties

a) medically diagnosed emotional, conduct or hyperkinetic disorders 
Emotional disorders includes: anxiety, phobias, depression, obsessive–compulsive disorder, post-traumatic stress disorder
Conduct disorders are characterised by a repetitive and persistent pattern of dissocial, aggressive or defiant conduct, forming an enduring pattern of behaviour of at least six months, and significantly more severe than ordinary childish mischief or adolescent rebelliousness.

Hyperkinetic disorder is a persistent pattern of inattention, hyperactivity and/or impulsivity that is more pronounced and extreme than is typically observed in individuals at a similar stage of development (includes: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, Attention Deficit Disorder).

b) other non-medically diagnosed social, emotional and behavioural difficulties, including: difficulties with social interaction; poor concentration; temper outbursts, verbal and/or physical aggression to peers; provocative, confrontational or openly defiant; low esteem, under achievement and inappropriate social interaction; withdrawn, quiet and difficult to communicate with; people who find it hard or impossible to accept praise or to take responsibility for their behaviour; people who cannot function at all in group situations and exhibit persistent and frequent violent behaviour which requires physical restraint.

Learning disability

‘A learning disability is a significant lifelong condition which is present prior to the age of eighteen and which has a significant effect on a person’s development. People with a learning disability will need more support than their peers to: 

· understand new and/or complex information

· learn new skills and

· lead independent lives

Learning disability does not include specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia. It does include Down’s Syndrome.
Combined Sight and Hearing Loss (deafblind)

Persons can be regarded as having combined sight and hearing loss (deafblindness) if they have a severe degree of combined visual and auditory impairment resulting in problems of communication, access to information and mobility.  There are many routes to deafblindness which can occur at different stages of people’s lives, as follows:

· both of the impairments resulting in deafblindness have been present from birth OR

· only one of the impairments has been present from birth OR

· neither impairment has been present from birth

It could be that both impairments are severe, but one severe impairment accompanied by a second partial or moderate impairment will also constitute deafblindness in cases where difficulties are compounded by the combination of impairments – for example, where the moderately impaired sense has been relied on previously to compensate for the loss or absence of the severely impaired sense.

Example A: a person who is profoundly deaf and partially sighted from birth.

Example B: a person who is blind from birth, whose hearing eventually deteriorates to the point where difficulties are compounded.

Example C: a person whose sight and hearing deteriorate over a period of time as part of the ageing process, where the later impairment is only moderate at the point when compounding difficulties are experienced.

The terms people might use to describe themselves are:

· deaf with a visual problem
· blind with a hearing problem
· partially sighted, partially deaf
· having Usher Syndrome
· deafblind
· dual impaired
· dual sensory impaired
· hard of hearing with sight loss
· a hearing aid user with a sight problem
· blind and hard of hearing

Other chronic illness/disability

Any other illness or disability not covered by any of the other codes. Definitions of a disability and illness can be found in codes PD01 and PD03. An example of ‘other’ includes ADHD.
Please note that SEN is not a disability or illness.
ANNEX B
STATUTE GROUPINGS
	Children Accommodated
	S.25


	Children (Scotland) Act 1995

Care Duty of Local Authorities (including respite)



	Parental Responsibilities Order
	S.86
	Children (Scotland) Act 1995

Parental responsibilities order

	Supervision Requirement at Home
	S.70
	Children (Scotland) Act 1995

Compulsory Supervision Requirement



	Supervision Requirement away from Home (excluding Residential Accommodation)
	S.70

S.72(1)


	Children (Scotland) Act 1995

Supervision requirement with condition of residence

Transfer of child subject to Supervision Requirement

	Supervision Requirement away from Home      (Residential but excluding Secure)
	S.70

S.72(1)
	Children (Scotland) Act 1995

Supervision requirement with condition of residence

Transfer of child subject to Supervision Requirement

	Supervision Requirement away from Home with a Secure Condition
	S.70(9)b

S.73(9)

S.75 Powers

Secure ACC. Regs 6 & 7
	Children (Scotland) Act 1995

Supervision requirement with condition of residence in Secure Accommodation

Residential or Secure condition imposed by Review Hearing

Placement of children in Secure Accommodation

Placement of Children in Secure accommodation

	Warrant
	S.45(4) & (5)

S.63(5)

S.66

S.67

S.68

S.69
	Children (Scotland) Act 1995

Hearing warrants (7 days)

Children detained by the police

Children detained under hearing warrant (21 days)

Extension of hearing warrant (further 21 days)

Warrant to hold child whilst grounds established (14 days)

Warrant to hold child for further investigation (21 days)

	Child Protection Measure
	S.55

S.57

S.61


	Children (Scotland) Act 1995

Child Assessment Orders (7 days)

Child Protection Orders (8 days)

Emergency Protection where CP order not available

	Criminal Court Provision
	S.205(2)

S.208

S.216(7)

S.44(1)

S.43(4)

S.51
	Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995

Detention following a conviction for murder

Detention of children convicted of an indictment

Failure to pay a fine, maximum detention one month

Detention in residential accommodation

Detention of child (unruly certificate)

Detention of child by the Court (inc. unruly certificate)

	Freed for Adoption
	S.18

S.30
	Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978

Freeing order

Return of child to the local authority

	Other
	e.g. Any statute form England & Wales or  Northern Ireland
	Other
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Equivalence of qualifications in the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework

	SCQF level
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	SQA National Units, Courses and Group Awards
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	Scottish Vocational Qualificatlons
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	12


	
	  
	
	Doctorates


	
	  

	11


	
	 
	
	Masters


	
	SVQ 5



	10


	
	 
	
	Honours degree
Graduate diploma


	
	 

	9


	
	 
	
	Ordinary degree
Graduate certificate


	
	 

	8


	
	 
	
	Higher National Diploma
Diploma in Higher Education


	
	SVQ 4



	7


	
	Advanced Higher


	
	Higher National Certificate
Certificate in Higher Education


	
	  

	6


	
	Higher


	
	 
	
	SVQ 3



	5


	
	Intermediate 2
Credit Standard Grade


	
	 
	
	SVQ 2



	4


	
	Intermediate 1
General Standard Grade


	
	 
	
	SVQ 1



	3


	
	Access 3
Foundation Standard Grade


	
	 
	
	 

	2
	
	Access 2


	
	 
	
	 

	1


	
	Access 1
	
	 
	
	 

	


Annex E
Definition of homelessness

24
Homeless persons and persons threatened with homelessness

(1) A person is homeless if he/she has no accommodation in the United Kingdom or elsewhere.

(2) A person is to be treated as having no accommodation if there is no accommodation which he/she, together with any other person who normally resides with him/her as a member of his/her family or in circumstances in which the local authority consider it reasonable for that person to reside with him/her‑

(a) is entitled to occupy by virtue of an interest in it or by virtue of an order of a court, or 

(b) has a right or permission, or an implied right or permission to occupy, or in England and Wales has an express or implied licence to occupy, or 

(c) occupies as a residence by virtue of any enactment or rule of law giving him/her the right to remain in occupation or restricting the right of any other person to recover possession. 

[(2A) A person shall not be treated as having accommodation unless it is accommodation which it would be reasonable for him/her to continue to occupy. 

(2B) Regard may be had, in determining whether it would be reasonable for a person to continue to occupy accommodation, to the general circumstances prevailing in relation to housing in the area of the local authority to whom he/she has applied for accommodation or for assistance in obtaining accommodation.]

(3) A person is also homeless for the purposes of this Act if he has accommodation but‑

(a) he/she cannot secure entry to it, or 

(b) it is probable that occupation of it will lead to violence from some other person residing in it or to threats of violence from some other person residing in it and likely to carry out the threats, or 

[(bb) it is probable that occupation of it will lead to‑

(i) violence; or 

(ii) threats of violence which are likely to be carried out, 


from some other person who previously resided with that person, whether in that accommodation or elsewhere, or ]

(c) it consists of a movable structure, vehicle or vessel designed or adapted for human habitation and there is no place where he/she is entitled or permitted both to place it and to reside in it; or 

(d) it is overcrowded within the meaning of section 135 and may endanger the health of the occupants; or

(e) it is not permanent accommodation, in circumstances where, immediately before the commencement of his occupation of it, a local authority had a duty under section 31(2) in relation to him/her, Or

(f)
it is not accommodation secured by—

(i)
a short Scottish secure tenancy granted in pursuance of paragraph 5A of schedule 6 to the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 (asp 10), or

(ii)
a Scottish secure tenancy,

in circumstances where, immediately before his/her occupation of it, a local authority had a duty under section 31(2A) or (2B)(a) in relation to him

 (4) A person is threatened with homelessness if it is likely that he/she will become homeless within 2 months. 

 (5) For the purposes of subsection (3)(e), “permanent accommodation” includes accommodation‑


(a) of which the applicant is the heritable proprietor,


(b) secured by a Scottish secure tenancy,


(c) secured by an assured tenancy that is not a short assured tenancy.


(d) where paragraph 1 or 2 of schedule 6 to the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 (asp 10) is satisfied in relation to the person, secured by a short Scottish secure tenancy.
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