
Assumptions Used In Setting Council Taxes: CTAS 2006
Notes For Completion
These guidance notes refer to the completion of the return CTAS 2006.

Introduction

1. This form records the revenue requirement, Council Tax base and assumed collection rates used to calculate the Band D Council Tax levels for 2006-07 and 2007-08. It is used to calculate Scotland Average Band D Council Tax and Average Bill per Dwelling levels.
Long-Term Empty Homes and Second Homes
2. The Council Tax (Discount for Unoccupied Dwellings) (Scotland) Regulations 2005 (SSI 2005/51) gave Local Authorities discretion to reduce or retain the council tax discount on second homes and long-term empty properties to between 10% and 50%, with certain exemptions. The 10% level has been retained to allow the additional income generated from reducing the discount to be identified. This additional income will be retained locally and routed through Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) for the provision of new-build affordable social housing to meet locally-determined priorities.
3. The level of central government grant will not be reduced as a result of local authorities reducing the level of discount. For the purposes of the calculation of the council tax base for Revenue Support Grant (RSG) purposes, second homes and long-term empty properties will continue to be assumed to be in receipt of 50% discount, regardless of the actual discount received. Therefore, all additional revenue expected to be raised though this discretionary power should be excluded from the figures supplied in the CTAS 2006 return.
Notes on Completion of Main Form

Actual figures for 2006-07 and provisional figures for 2007-08 should be entered. If you are unable to provide provisional 2007-08 figures at this time, this should be noted in the comments box in section 5.
Line 1: Amount to be raised from the Council Tax.

4. Enter the total revenue requirement from Council Tax, in £000s. Do not include any additional revenue which will be raised by lowering the discount applied to Long-Term Empty Homes and Second Homes.
Line 2a:  Tax base (Number of band D equivalents)

5. Enter the total number of band D equivalent dwellings used in the calculation of the Council Tax level for each year. Again, do not include the additional tax-raising capacity resulting from the discretionary lowering of the discount described in paragraphs 2 and 3 above. 

Line 2b:  Assumed payment factor (%)

6. Enter the percentage payment rate (to the nearest 0.1%) used in the calculation of the Council Tax level for each year.

Line 2c:  Net tax base
7. Enter the effective total number of band D equivalent dwellings, calculated by multiplying (2a) by (2b). This should be rounded to the nearest 0.1.
Line 3: Band D equivalent tax

8. Enter the exact Band D Council Tax level. This should equal (1) divided by (2c), rounded to the nearest £:p.
Line 4a: SSI 2005/51 Power to reduce Council Tax discount on Second Homes
9. Please select the percentage level of Council Tax discount on Second homes, effective 1 April 2006, from the drop-down menu. If this is not possible (e.g. the level of Council Tax discount is not available to select or your Council has set different levels of reduced discount on Second Homes in different areas) please select ‘Other’ and provide more details in the comments box in section 5.
Line 4b: SSI 2005/51 Power to reduce Council Tax discount on Long-Term Empty properties
10. Please select the percentage level of Council Tax discount on Long-Term Empty properties, effective 1 April 2006, from the drop-down menu as described in paragraph 9 above.
Certification

11. The Director of Finance is required to certify that the information provided in the return has been derived from the copy of the valuation list available to the authority on 5 September 2005. They are also required to certify that the information provided about exemptions, discounts and disabled relief, accurately reflects the information available to them. The certification of the Director of Finance can be found in the last part of the return.
12. Please complete the electronic return and email it to lgfstats@scotland.gsi.gov.uk. Signed copies of each return are no longer required.
13. Please ensure that completed returns are sent no later than Friday 3 March 2006.
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