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27 March 2009
Dear «SALUTATION»
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATISTICAL REQUIREMENTS:

COMMUNITY CARE 2009
1.
Introduction

This letter provides details of all community care surveys which are due for completion and return to the Scottish Government during 2009.  A copy of this letter has been sent to the relevant contact for each survey within your Local Authority.  Copies of all surveys for 2009 can be accessed from our website at: www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/DataSupplier.

2.
Annual Community Care surveys for March 2009

The following surveys should be returned to the Scottish Government this year:

· Scottish Care Homes Census, 31 March 2009 (already issued)

· Home Care Census, week including Tuesday 31st March 2009 (enclosed)

· Self Directed Care (Direct Payments) Census, 2008-09 (enclosed)

· Registered Blind and Partially Sighted Census, 31 March 2009 (enclosed )

· Mental Health Officers survey 2009 (enclosed)

3.
Further surveys for 2009

Quarterly survey
The quarterly survey continues unchanged into 2009-10.  The quarterly survey is the main source of information on Free Personal & Nursing Care, Day Care, Community Care Assessments and Rapid Response Services.  It also provides a more up-to-date picture of provision for Care Homes, Home Care and Direct Payments.  Apart from the Free Personal and Nursing Care figures, these are not classified as national statistics but provide useful information on trends and are more up-to-date than the annual National Statistics data collections.
Published tables for the latest quarter are available from the following link: www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/Data/QuarterlySurvey 

The Same as You? Adults with learning disabilities survey
The Scottish Consortium for Learning Disabilities (SCLD) collected data on adults with learning disabilities though their eSAY database in 2008.  The results from this survey are due to be published in April/May 2009.
Between April and July 2009, the eSAY database is undergoing a full review during which time decisions will be taken as to which variables will be included in the survey for 2009.  The relevant local authority representatives have received invitations to two meetings, on 30th April and 2nd July to take forward and conclude this review.

Free Personal and Nursing care expenditure survey

Information on expenditure on Free Personal and Nursing Care will continue to be collected by Local Government Finance Division through the LFR3 return.  A review of the LFR3 return is taking place this year.
Mental Health Benchmarking survey

A new mental health benchmarking survey has been developed through a series of paper and interactive consultation events involving all 32 local authorities and with the support of ADSW.  To begin the process of benchmarking services, a template was sent out at the start of February.  For this first year, local authorities are asked to complete the template with any data that is readily available and with comments advising where there are any issues with the definitions provided or the collection of this data.  The next stage of this work will be the issue of a further template asking for information during a sample week in September 2009.
4.
Timetable
National Statistics protocols on release practices require us to produce a year ahead programme of statistical releases, along with the expected month of publication.  The year ahead programme is designed to be of use to users and will appear in the Statistics page on the Scottish Government website (www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/).  Our plans for the coming year are as follows:

	PUBLICATION
	DATE

	Free Personal and Nursing Care, 2008
	June 2009

	Mental Health Officers, 2009
	August 2009

	Self Directed Care (Formally Direct Payments) Census, 2009
	September 2009

	Registered Blind and Partially Sighted Persons, 2009
	October 2009

	Care Homes, 2009
	November 2009

	Home Care Services, 2009
	November 2009


All of our latest publications are available from our website at:

www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/Publications
We also have available a range of spreadsheets with more detailed local authority information and trends for download.  These can be accessed at:

www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/Data
All surveys forms ask for the information to be returned by the end of April 2009.  However, if this is not possible then our priority is to meet the publication schedule above and to do this we require forms to be returned, at the latest, by the dates given in the table below:

	Survey:
	Return by end of:

	Mental Health Officer Census
	April 2009

	Self Directed Care (Formally Direct Payments) Census
	May 2009

	Registered Blind and Partially Sighted Persons Census
	June 2009

	Care Homes Census
	June 2009

	Home Care Services
	August 2009


	Quarterly Survey
	Return by:

	Jan-Mar 2009
	29th May 2009

	Apr-Jun 2009
	28th August 2009

	Jul-Sept 2009
	20th November 2009

	Oct-Dec 2009
	26th February 2009


6.
SCOTSTAT

ScotStat is a network for users and providers of Scottish Official Statistics. It aims to improve communication amongst those interested in particular statistics and facilitate the setting up of working groups on specific statistical issues.
We would encourage any users of our statistics in your local authority to register their details on the ScotStat website at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat/Intro   This will ensure that they receive notification when statistics releases are published.
7.
Contact details

The contact details for all enquiries regarding the surveys mentioned in this letter are as follows:

If emailing then send to: SWStat@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
If your council is a member of the Government Secure Internet (GSI) then this should provide a secure method of sending.

If however, you are not a member of the GSI then we recommend that when emailing data which contains person level data e.g. the Home Care Survey, Self-direct Care (Direct Payments) survey and the Care Homes Survey, that the file is password protected and that the password for the file is sent in a separate email.

If posting then send to:

Scottish Government Health Finance Directorate,

Analytical Services Division,

Basement Rear,

St Andrew’s House,

Edinburgh

EH1 3DG
If you have any queries, then relevant contact details are given on each of the survey forms.  Alternatively, if you wish to speak to a particular person, you can contact us on 0131 244 followed by the following numbers:

	Name
	Ext.
	Work area

	Julie Rintoul
	5366
	All Community Care

	Ellen Lynch 
	4093
	All Community Care 

	Steven Gillespie
	3777
	General enquiries, requests for statistical analysis

	Gloria Cruickshank
	3769
	Care Homes census

	Isobel Glen
	3431
	

	Fax
	2371


If you have any queries regarding this letter or any of our surveys for 2009 then please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours sincerely,
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Mrs Julie K Rintoul

Statistician

Letter copied to:  

Enclosures:

Home Care Census

Self-Directed Care Census

Registered Blind & Partially Sighted Census

Mental Health Officer Census

Care Home Census

Quarterly Guidance
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