
Note from the Meeting of the Section 26 Advisory Group  held on  6th February 07
Present
 Peter Bates, Simon Bradstreet, Dennis McLafferty, Stuart Lennox, Kevin Hurst,  Ann Connor,  Sandra Grant,  Linda Reid, Annabel Sinclair, Margaret Christie, Dave Berry.
1 Apologies 
Adrian McLaughlin, , Chris Sutton, Robert Davidson, Ian Fisk, , Lauren Murdoch, Pippa Coutts, Robbie Campbell, Isabella Goldie, Allyson McCollam, Robin Benn, Robert Davidson, Graham Charlton, Mike Maas-Lowit, Pat Little
2 Note of Meeting of 22 8 06 and Updates
   Agreed
3 Matters Arising not on Agenda
The OTs had found their conference very energising and wanted a repeat event where they could showcase some of their work.

Linda has been invited to attend their Head OT meetings to discuss this in May.
Perhaps an OT should be invited into the group (Action LR)  

4 Guidance for LA Update
Linda apologised for the delay in getting the guidance out.

Within the SE it is difficult to get guidance to have priority against other Ministerial work and then a recent delay was caused by staff changes at CoSLA.
It is hoped to get Ministerial approval this week.

It will then go to the printers for a final mock up and then be produced.
The group lobbied hard for a press release or at least a statement that LAs could release.

Linda agree to discuss this with Geoff Huggins.(Action LR)
It was also agreed to try and promote it through websites, the SIAA etc

5 Presentation from Gregor Henderson
Presentation attached
Group discussed with Gregor impact of National Programme for Improving MH&W and its interaction with our work.
People were very interested in shifting the whole paradigm in the work by Corey Keyes 

( second paper also attached)

Gregor asked what progress we were making and it is hard to give an honest answer as there was no benchmarking and no real measurement. Although we all feel that there is a real change and a sense of helping people to “move on” and get more engaged in mainstream activity. No-one was very confident on progress with open employment but again better ways of recording would help.

It is hoped that tools like ROPI and one of the JPIAF outcomes measures might address this.
Dennis explained about their collective approach to using the social inclusion planner. A filemaker system needed to be used and licenses were then required. However, it did mean that they might be able to collect and report on a range of material. He has promised to write it up for the web site for Section 26..

Peter also said that some people were using the inclusion web. He also advised that Peter Huxley was developing a social inclusion measure, following a literature search of all the currently available measures, for England and Wales.. 
6 Next Steps
The paper previously circulated was discussed and further suggestions added in. It was also agreed to suggest it was an indicative menu so that areas could propose a variation.

It was agreed the best time to send it was as the Guidance was distributed.

The support/training/consultation may be delivered by different providers with the required expertise.

Linda agreed to circulate a draft letter for amendment by those not present.(Action LR)
Simon raised concern about service user’s fears around this agenda. Linda and Peter had not experienced any negativity but rather some workers’ frustrations at being able to obtain the support for individuals to engage in the mainstream, which might mean challenging mainstream providers under the DDA. Peter said that he only encountered hostility when inclusion was equated to closing and/or reducing valued services, and some service users were worried by the government’s agenda to reduce the numbers on benefits. Generally there was a spirit around more engagement and moving on but again too little recording.

It was suggested that the Leadership training project work should ensure it progressed in  a socially inclusive way. (Action LR to discuss with AM)
A possible national event could be considered at our next meeting.
7 Next Meeting
The next meeting of the group will take place in Edinburgh from 1300-1600 on Thursday 17th May 2007 Venue to be arranged.

