Welfare Dilemma: Sandy
Sandy is a 17-year-old male who has recently been turned out of the parental home due to aggressive behaviour.  He was offered accommodation at a supported living project for young people, and while in the project, made friends with a 15-year-old local girl and has been seeing her regularly.  Four days ago, an irate police officer visited the project and advised Sandy to stay away from his daughter otherwise he would have him charged with having sex with a minor.  Two nights ago, Sandy was picked up by the police wandering along the local high street with blood dripping from his arms.  He was taken to the police station and seen by the police surgeon. As he was stating he wanted to kill himself, Sandy was detained under the Mental Health Act.  The following day, Sandy was assessed by the consultant who felt he had no mental health problems and lapsed the section. Sandy was offered the opportunity to remain in hospital but declined and returned to his supported housing project.

Consider the Welfare Dilemma in relation to Sandy’s needs versus the risks to himself, staff and other residents:

· What risks are there for Sandy?

· What risks are there for the staff at the project?

· How can risks be managed?
