Welfare Dilemma: Louise
Louise is a 35-year-old lady with a long history of mental health issues, self-harm, offending behaviours and is a survivor of sexual abuse. She has spent ten years in hospital care (including State Hospital) and a further six years in prison. Louise has now been allocated a house in the community, and as one of her past offences has been arson, the house has been fitted with a sprinkler system.  A further complication is that Louise’s eyesight has deteriorated significantly and she is almost blind.  Louise has accepted staff support although last week, she purchased a bottle of vodka and a packet of razor blades whilst with staff. The following evening Louise alerted staff that she had drunk three glasses of vodka and had cut her arms.  As a result, she had to attend hospital for stitches, and this week, again whilst shopping with staff, purchased a half bottle of vodka.

Consider the Welfare Dilemma in relation to Louise’s care needs versus the risks she poses to herself and staff concerns:

· What risks are there to Louise?

· What risks are there to staff?

· How could risks be managed?

· Should Louise continue to be offered staff support?
