
STATUTORY PROVISIONS
National Voluntary Organisations
1. Section 16B of the National Health Service (Scotland) Act 1978, as amended, gives the Secretary of State the statutory power to make grants to national voluntary organisations in Scotland, whose activities consist of or are complementary to the health services required by statute to be provided. Organisations seeking assistance must be engaged, although not necessarily exclusively, in the provision, promotion or publicising of services which correspond or are similar to those which may be provided by the Secretary of State under the 1978 Act, as amended. Alternatively, the organisation may be engaged in giving advice on the provision of such services.

2. In addition, Section 16 empowers the Secretary of State to assist national voluntary organisations by allowing them to use NHS premises or by making available goods, materials, vehicles, equipment or the services of staff. The facility is restricted to those voluntary organisations "whose activities include the provision of a service similar or related to a service provided under the Health Service Acts". Guidance on charging voluntary organisations for using NHS premises is contained in Part C/Section 5 of the NHS Property Transactions Handbook.
Local Voluntary Organisations
3. The (Function of Health Boards) (Scotland) Order 1991 delegates to Health Boards the power to give [mancial assistance to voluntary organisations under Section 16B of the National Health Service (Scotland) Act 1978, as amended, subject to such terms and conditions as the Secretary of State may with the approval of the Treasury determine. The reason behind this delegated power is to avoid a situation whereby funding by Central Government of a local service might cut across arrangements which could properly be made between the body concerned and a Health Board. Boards also have delegated powers in relation to the practical forms of assistance referred to in paragraph 2 above.

