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.i write this as a former parent of two young adults who fell between
the slots of the prevailing policy on exemption from prescription
charges.

Both my children suffered from cystic fibrosis, and had a long list
of drugs and special foods prescribed. While they were under 16 they
were exempt from prescription charges but this changed once they
passed that age - and both did.

The anomaly then was patent: my daughter had developed secondary
diabetes at age 9. At age 16 she was exempt from all prescription
charges for her CF - by far the more serious condition - because she
was a diabetic. Her brother who was then still free of diabetes had
to pay the charges for all his prescriptions. Once he, too, developed
diabetes, he received his medications for CF free of charges.

I fully understand that when the original list of exempted conditions
was drawn up, few children with cystic fibrosis survived into adult
life. Now many do and the list of exemptions cries out for updating.

David M Nelson

David Nelson
25 Rocks Road, Charlestown, Dunfermline KYll 3EN , UK
(phone and fax: 01383 872564 - 0044 1383 872564 from outside UK)
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RESPONDEE INFORMATION FORM
Please complete the details below and attach it with your response. This will help ensure we handle
your response appropriately: .
Name: David M Nelson
Postal Address: 25 Rocks Road, Charlestown, Dunfermline, KY11 3EN
Consultation title: Prescription Charges
1. Are you responding as: (please tick one box)
(a) an individual "

2a. INDIVIDUALS:
Do you agree to your response being made available to the public (in SE liprary and/or on SE
website)? .
Yes (go to 2b below) " .

2b. Where confidentiality is not requested, we will make your response iavailable to
the public on the following basis (please tick one of the following boxes) .
Yes, make my response, name and address all available "

3. We will share your response internally with other SE policy teams who ~ay be
addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in !the future,
but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for the Scottish Executive
to contact you again in the future for consultation or research purposes? !

Yes " .
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