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CONSULTATION RESPONSE :
4.1 REVIEW OF EXEMPTIONS RELATED TO MEDICAL CONDITIONS

Question 1: Whether exemption from all
charges should continue to be given on
medical grounds alone, and if so, whether the
list of conditions should be reviewed?
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The list 'of conditions s:Q.ouldbe reviewed. All
charges should continu~ to be exempt. The list
of conditions has not been reviewed for a long
time. People who have thyroid disease get free
prescriptions and they "o/illlive a long life.
Apart from some medidation thats it. Take
people who suffer from; Cystic Fibrosis and
have their life expectancy greatly reduced do
not get free prescriptio:Q.s. the only thing that
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will help in their life is drugs :trom th,edoctor.
But they have to pay. People used to die before
they had to pay in the past but due to better

, drugs they now become adults ony to pay for

I all their medication.

Question 2:Whether, w1ere exemption is given
on medical grounds, th t exemption liould

I

This would be very hard to debate whether arelate only to drugs for the treatment of the
medical condition in qUfstion, rather than (as at medical problem is related to one other medical
present) covering all dI1f1gswhether or not they problem. This would be best left alone.
relate to the condition tl\lat gives rise to the
exemption?

Question 3: Whether itimakes more sense to
provide exemption bas~d on a list of drugs, or Based on medical conditions
based on a list of condipons?

Pre-payment certificate ~cheme
,

Question 1: Whether pr~scription charge
exemption should b~ e*ended to HC3 holders?

I

Question 2: What changes to the PPC system
would address current 'fJarriers to its use,
particularly by those on low income, and
maximise patients' ben,efit?

-- a ee------- ---- .--- --------.---- ----
I

Question 1: Whether th~re should be a reduced
flat fee for all (with current income based
exemptions) and, if so, the level at which
affordability to the pati~nt and cost to the NHS
can be balanced? I

I

• I

Question 2: Whether tJ"ere should be a
monetary cap to the chlarges that a patient is
required to pay over a fet period of time, after
which prescriptions should be free within this
period of time?

I

I

Question 3: Whether th~re should be a
concessionary rate for patients who require
:trequent prescriptions, ~d whether the
concession should be t1ggered by the costs
incurred over a set period of time?

I

Question 4: Whether there are other changes .

• I
m the arrangements for pre-payments or caps
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that are not listed above and which would
maintain charge income in general for NHS
Boards?

!
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Question 1:Whether exemption from all
charges should continue to be given on
medical grounds alone, and if so, whether the
list of conditions should be reviewed?

--------- r---'----- ._M___.

Question 1: Whether there is a casefor
:

extending the current 'full time student'
threshold to cover tertiary education?

i

Question 2: Whether exemption should be i

extended to all persons in full time education or
training, regardless of their ability to pay? I

I

Question 3: Whether there should be
concessionary charge arrangements for full ;

time students or trainees above set age
I

thresholds? I

Question 4: Whether there are other changes in
the charging system that could remove the need I

!

for special arrangements for full time students I, or trainees?I I

I

i
i

-SECTION 5 SUMMARY OF CHANGE POSSIBILITIES AND VIEWSISOUGHT-·-·----··_------
5.1 REVIEW OF EXEMPTIONS RELATED TO MEDICAL CONDITIQNS

I
I

medical conditions shoJld be reviewed in line
with medical changes

Question 2: Whether, where exemption is given
on medical grounds, that exemption should
relate only to drugs for the treatment of the
medical condition in question, rather than (as at
present) covering ail drugs whether or not they
relate to the condition that gives rise to the
exemption?

Question 3: Whether it makes more sense to
provide exemption based on a list of drugs, or
based on a list of conditions?

~

5.2 ECONOMIC NEED - AFFORDABILITY
Pre- a ent certificate scheme

Question 1: Whether prescription charge
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exemption should be eX]tendedto HC3 holders?

Question 2: What cha~ges to the PPC system
,would address current barriers to its use,

I. dparticularly by those 0'1- low Income, an
maximise patients' ben~fit?

- Flat Fee :

Question 1: Whether thb-e should be a reduced
flat fee for all (with cUrlent income based
exemptions) and, if so, the level at which
affordability to the pati~nt and cost to the NHS
can be balanced? !

I

Question 2: Whether there should be a
monetary cap to the chkrges that apatient is
required topay over a ~etperiod of time, after
which prescriptions should befree within this
period of time?

Question 3: Whether th~re should be a
concessionary rate for natients who require
frequent prescriptions, ?fid whether the
concession should be triggered by the costs
incurred over a set period of time?

I

Question 4: Whether there are other changes
in the arrangements fJr pre-payments or caps
that are not listed above and which would
maintain charge incorfzein general for NHS
Boards? i

r- 3 ABILITY TO PAY

Question 1: Whether there is a case for
extending the current 'full time student'
threshold to cover terti£j.ryeducation?

Question 2: Whether exemption should be
extended to allpersons, in full time education
or training, regardlessioftheir ability topay?

Question 3: Whether tb;ere should be
concessionary charge a,frangements for full
time students or traineds above set age

I

thresholds? i
I

I
Question 4: Whether t~ere are other changes
in the charging system:that could remove the
need for special arrangements for full time

02/03/2006
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students or trainees?

PLEASE NOTE: THE ABOVE MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED FROM T~E INTERNET.

On entering the GSi, this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet (GSi)
virus scanning service supplied exclusively by Cable & Wireless in partne~ship with MessageLabs.

Please see http://www.gsi.gov.uk/mainlnotices/informationlgsi-003-2002.pdffor further details.

In case of problems, please call your organisational IT help desk
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