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REPATRIATION OF HUMAN REMAINS FROM SCOTLAND

Every country maintains a different stance on the import of human remains and supporting documentation.  In this paper I have endeavoured to set out general guidelines, identify common and additional information and documentation required and summarise common problems.  As in any profession, new situations frequently arise where there are no legislative provisions and no protocols in place.  It is then a matter of negotiation and best advice.

Repatriation to England, Wales, Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, Channel Islands

a. Procurator Fiscal Cases
The following documents are required:

1. Furth of Scotland Certificate – issued by Procurator Fiscal

2. Certificate of Registration of Death (Form 14) issued by Registrar

3. It is also advisable to obtain a copy of the Certified Extract of the Entry in the Register, known commonly as the Death Certificate.

4. Procurator Fiscal’s E1 Form where cremation is the preferred disposal option.

5. Application for Burial or Cremation

6. Evidence of entitlement to burial, eg lair certificate

These documents are presented to the Registrar in the area where burial or cremation is to take place who in turn issues a “Certificate of No Liability to Register” to enable the funeral to take place.

b. Cases where there is no Procurator Fiscal interest

Documents required are:

1. Certificate of Registration of Death (Form 14)

2. It is advisable to obtain a copy of the death certificate.

3. Forms B and C where cremation is the preferred disposal option – obtainable from doctors.

4. Application for Cremation (Form A) or Burial

5. Evidence of entitlement to burial, eg lair certificate

Again, it is necessary to obtain a Certificate of No Liability to Register.

Repatriation Overseas

Every country has its own regulations and it is always worth checking with the Embassy or Consulate first.  The following documents are commonly required:

1.
Copy of the Death Certificate



Registrar

2.
Certificate of Registration of Death, Form 14
Registrar

3.
Embalming Certificate 



Funeral Director

4.
Free from Infectious Diseases Certificate

Attending Doctors

5.
Furth of Scotland Certificate for Fiscal cases

Procurator Fiscal

6.
Declaration as to Coffin Contents


Funeral Director

7.
Air Waybill Documents, Flight Detail Summary
Cargo Handling Agents

8.
Customs Clearance




H M Custom

The following documents may be required in addition:

1. Faxed confirmation from receiving funeral directors

2. Environmental Health Officer’s declaration that the coffin is zinc lined and has been hermetically sealed and will not create a public health nuisance during transit and arrival.

3. A declaration from the Local Environmental Health Department that there is no epidemic of infectious disease in the area of death.

4. The deceased’s passport or authenticated copy or laissez-passer document.

5. Consular sealing documents and receipts.

6. Cremation forms B & C can also be useful.

Problems and Other Observations
1. Collection of documentation in a reasonable time-scale often under pressure from family members.

2. Availability of cargo space on international flights.

3. It is sometimes not possible to arrange direct transit, eg where cargo holds on connecting flights are not large enough to accommodate a coffin.  It is normally up to the receiving funeral directors to make necessary transit arrangements.

4. Document requirements seem to vary according to whom one speaks in the Embassy/Consulate.  The safest measure is to obtain everything.

5. Occasionally the system seems to be by-passed, usually by funeral directors employed directly by the foreign embassies and consulates.

6. If a country has no representation in Scotland, it will be necessary to route the coffin through another city, usually London, if consular sealing is required.

7. Many smaller funeral directors find it easier to direct their repatriation work to their larger brethren or specialist repatriation companies.

8. In Scotland most international repatriation involves students, tourists and business men and women.

9. Occasionally we meet transit problems usually caused by a lack of appreciation of the urgency of the situation by airline staff or cargo handling agents.  Sometimes a coffin may reach its destination but the paperwork does not.  This causes problems with customs clearance.  For this reason we normally copy all documentation and fax them to the receiving funeral director.  We emphasise to our instructing clients to make no funeral arrangements until the coffin and documents have reached their destination.  Delays can be caused by such things as flight delays and cancellations, weather conditions and strikes.

10. As well as the physical aspects of repatriation, we are dealing with feelings and emotions of family members.  The best repatriation experts keep in constant touch with their instructing clients throughout, advise on a realistic time time-scale and do not make any unreasonable promises.
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