How can we differentiate the Scottish contribution to international development?

Applying unique Scottish science expertise and delivery mechanisms

1. OCSA is considering how Scotland’s science contribution can be maximised in an international context. This would relate to how Scottish science can engage best with developing countries be they either:

· already engaged with ‘science futures’ - China and India 
· beginning to recognise that science could become the foundation for economic growth and poverty alleviation – like the African countries.

This paper has a focus on the second of these areas – science becoming the foundation for economic growth and poverty alleviation in African countries.
2
Scotland’s scientific strengths suggested relevant to Africa’s development:
Life sciences/health


Agriculture
Renewable energy



Water

Strategy, branding, stakeholders, implementation and assessment

OCSA suggest that a refreshed international development strategy could make greater use of science to focus effort – both in terms of visibility of the Scottish offer, and in delivering results.  We suggest that MDGs involving science offer opportunities for activity. 
Background – Scottish HEI contribution to development – building critical mass
3. Numerous NGOs and HEIs in Scotland are already individually engaged in major science projects within African countries, receiving research funding from UNESCO, Gates Foundation, World Health Organisation and others.   There is a willingness by those undertaking development science research in Scottish HEIs to begin to build critical mass.  One mechanism identified has been to come together in a multidisciplinary multilateral “pooling” initiative where complementary research strengths could be shared and the research come together to be greater than the sum of its parts.  This would likely increase the benefit to Africa of current Scottish HEI interventions.  Universities could initially come together under a network “Scottish Initiative  for International Development Sciences” where they could exchange ideas.  The idea is being led by a steering group from the HEIs.
4. Over the past three years Scottish HEIs have gained a track record in research pooling which has encouraged HEIs to work much more collaboratively together.  This has given Scotland the building blocks of a strength that promotes collaborative and “smarter” working.  If we apply this model to international development science, then Scotland’s small scale financial resources could be combined with the “gift” of our knowledge to enable a much greater impact in developing countries.
Leveraging other sources of funding – donor recognition
5.  This grouping could consider how the funding collective could bid into evolving UK Government strategies –eg. focusing on complementary strengths to Dfid programmes and interfacing with the UK Collaborative for Development Sciences. It would be critical to use science and evidence as a framework to both support and deliver wide ranging science – from health, to energy; and to include social science which can be used to help translate and apply science research locally.  It is important to translate research into results that matter for people on the ground and to communicate about this with the people who are the end users. 

Benefits of the approach

6.    Such a model could:

· provide greater visibility for the Scottish offer
· build on previous investment

· bring about a step change in design, delivery and evaluation 

· be based on the reputation of our world renowned science base

· focus key stakeholders better around a common goal, and yet allow a number of stakeholders to provide valuable and differentiated contributions towards reaching that goal.  
Example -  “improving maternal health” IMMPACT project
7.   Maternal mortality would be easily communicable and be inspiring to the general public – if the mother is saved, the children need not grow up as orphans.  Economically speaking, 25 per cent of households in Malawi are ‘headed up’ by women so this could have a powerful ripple effect on the economy.  If we improve economic sustainability we bring about long term benefits in the country.
8.   For example, OSCA draws attention to research under the IMMPACT project being run in Scotland (a $30 million project including Gates DfiD and WHO programme funding):

· Maternal mortality has not been seen historically as a development issue

· It is clustered in the poorest families so those who do not have access to treatment are often not visible

· There are ways of reducing barriers to access for women and one of the biggest barriers is financial
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