






                              CCWG Paper 4
SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE WORKING GROUP ON COMMUNITY COUNCILS

ANALYSIS OF COMMON THEMES IN LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ COMMUNITY COUNCILS’ SCHEMES

Introduction
At the first meeting of the Scottish Executive Working Group on community councils, it was agreed, inter alia, that the representative from Renfrewshire Council would undertake an analysis of several schemes for the establishment of community councils from across Scotland.

Whilst the analysis would be part of a longer term assessment of the key components which make up community council schemes, it was agreed that the first set of components to be first identified for discussion would be:-

Ÿ Definition of a community (community councils’ geographical area)

Ÿ Funding arrangements

Ÿ Code of Conduct

Ÿ Definition of eligibility for membership

The representative for Renfrewshire Council has examined community council schemes adopted by the undernoted local authorities:-

Ÿ West Lothian Council

Ÿ Aberdeenshire

Ÿ City of Edinburgh Council

Ÿ Stirling Council

Ÿ Scottish Borders Council

Ÿ Renfrewshire Council

Ÿ Highland Council

Appendix A to this note provides a profile of how the key components, identified above, are defined in each of the selected schemes.

Recommendations

It is anticipated that group members will:-

(i)  comment on these components and express an opinion on their suitability or otherwise, in a Scotland-wide context; and 

(ii)  recommend further actions to design and formulate a Scheme which has agreed common clauses which might be recommended as mandatory Scotland-wide.

For further information, I have also attached Appendix B, which includes an analysis of common features of the 12 community council schemes in the former Strathclyde Regional Council area.  I produced this on behalf of the West of Scotland Community Council Liaison Officers Group, in 2003.  

_____________________________________________

Alex Hewetson

Renfrewshire Council

June 2007

___________________________________________

	West Lothian Council
	Community councils’ geographical area

	 
	 

	 
	The definition of community council areas (42) is described by named villages/settlement areas.

In common with many community council schemes, these community council geographical areas can be described as ‘neighbourhood’.

	 
	 

	Aberdeenshire Council
	The definition of community council areas (72) is described by named villages/settlement areas.

These can be described as ‘neighbourhood’.

	 
	 

	City of Edinburgh Council
	The definition of community council areas (46) is by named city areas.

These can be described as ‘neighbourhood’.

	 
	 

	Stirling Council
	The definition of community council areas (42) is by both urban and rural categorisation of villages/settlement areas.

These can be described as ‘neighbourhood’.

	 
	 

	Scottish Borders Council
	The definition of community council areas (67) is described by named villages/settlement areas.  This particular Scheme  has a sub-categorisation in several community council areas where there are ‘electoral wards’ within a community council area, defining the level of membership from each which can make up the maximum for a community council area.

 These can be described as ‘neighbourhood’.

	
	 

	Renfrewshire Council
	The definition of community council areas (27) is described by named villages/settlement areas.

In common with Scottish Borders Council this Scheme has a sub-categorisation in a community council area where there are ‘electoral wards’ within a community council area, defining the level of membership from each which can make up the maximum for a community council area.

	 
	 

	Highland Council
	It was originally planned to include Highland Council in the examination of community council Schemes.  However, I have been informed that there are several operational Schemes operating in Highland Council area, albeit under a concordat between the Highland Council and community councils.  Given this anomaly, I do not intend to include Highland Council area in this analysis.


	West Lothian Council
	Community councils’ funding and support arrangements

	 
	 

	 
	The funding is calculated on a basis of £7.50 per one hundred general population in any community council area.  There is a minimum grant, set at £250.

Community councils are not permitted to accumulate a surplus at the end of the financial year amounting to more than £1,000.  However, community councils may demonstrate that any such surplus is for a particular future project or event and be eligible for their full allowance. 

The Council may offer special project grants to community councils.

The Council provides accommodation free of charge for community council meetings and free photocopying facilities for community council agendas, minutes and reports.

The Council arranges for public liability insurance for all community councils.

	 
	 

	Aberdeenshire Council
	The level of funding is not defined in the Scheme.  It is in the form of a grant as the sole discretion of the Council.

The Council may offer special project grants or loans to community councils.

The Council arranges for public liability insurance for all community councils in the Council’s Insurance Scheme, unless a community council can demonstrate it has adequate insurance on its own behalf.

	
	 

	City of Edinburgh Council
	The level of funding is not defined in the Scheme.  However, it is £522 plus £0.02 per person on the electoral register for that community council area.  The average administrative allowance is £750.

Community council shall not accumulate a surplus at the end of the financial year of more than twice their annual grant.  However, community councils may demonstrate that any such surplus is for a particular future project or event and still get their full allowance.

Where required, there is a meeting costs supplementary payment to community councils of £100/150.

There are currently no free photocopying or minute distribution services available for community councils, but this is being examined to enable community councils to access facilities in community partnership offices. 

	 
	 

	Stirling Council
	The level of funding is not defined in the Scheme.  Average allowance is £450/500.

The grant can only be used solely for operating expenses.

	 
	 

	Scottish Borders Council
	The level of funding is not defined in the Scheme.

Community council shall not accumulate a surplus at the end of the financial year of more than two year’s annual grant.  However, community councils may demonstrate that any such surplus is for a particular future project or event and still get their full allowance.

Community councils are eligible to apply for grants for special projects and initiatives.

The Council provides meeting accommodation free of charge or pays towards for an alternative venue.



	
	 

	Renfrewshire Council
	The level of funding is £400, plus £0.03 per head of general population.

Provision of laptop computer with internet/e-mail capability and a colour printer.

Up to 12 free lets a year for community councils meetings.  Will cover costs of non-Council venue meeting arrangements.

Free photocopying of agendas and minutes plus free distribution to community council members. Elected members and range of other interested parties.

Community Councils eligible for community grant scheme funding.

No limit on surplus held of accumulated annual administrative allowance.  Community councils have demonstrated that they can identify local initiatives which they can contribute to.

Comprehensive training and development programme delivered by the Council and partnership organisations in Renfrewshire.




	
West Lothian Council
	Code of Conduct

	 
	 

	 
	Code of Conduct included in Scheme. 

	 
	 

	Aberdeenshire Council
	Code of Conduct included in Scheme.

	 
	 

	City of Edinburgh Council
	Code of Conduct included in Scheme.

	 
	 

	Stirling Council
	Code of Conduct included in Scheme.

	 
	 

	Scottish Borders Council
	Code of Conduct included in Scheme.

	 
	 

	Renfrewshire Council
	No Code of Conduct.


	
West Lothian Council
	Eligibility for membership

	 
	 

	 
	Candidate’s name must appear on the electoral register.

In the case of youth members (14 -18 years), proof of age and residency required.

There is a co-option procedure in place for individual candidates.

	 
	 

	Aberdeenshire Council
	Candidate’s name must appear on the electoral register; or

have their principal place of residence in the community council area; or

be the owner of a business located in the community council area.

There is a co-option procedure in place for individual candidates.

	 
	 

	City of Edinburgh Council
	Candidates shall be resident in the community council area and appear on the electoral register.

Nominated representatives (of local organisations) become members of community councils need not appear on the electoral register provided they remain voluntary, active members of the nominating group.

There is a co-option procedure in place for individual candidates.  However, this applies to persons who would otherwise be ineligible for membership, but have specific skills to the benefit of the community council.  Co-opted persons have no entitlement to vote, move motions or amendments or hold office.

	 
	 

	Stirling Council
	Candidates shall be resident in the community council area and appear on the electoral register.

Co-option procedure in place.

	 
	 

	Scottish Borders Council
	Candidates shall be resident in the community council area and appear on the electoral register.

Co-option procedure in place.

	 
	 

	Renfrewshire Council
	Candidates must be 16 years and over and resident in the community council area.

No requirement to be on electoral register, as 16 year olds are eligible for membership.

Co-option procedure in place.



